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R e p o r t e rR e p o r t e r   

Massive support for saving the Royal Oak 

T here was standing room only in the village hall at the meeting to see if a consortium of villagers might buy the 
Royal Oak. More than 120 people attended the meeting that was organised by the Parish Council on behalf of the 
village community. 

The Royal Oak closed almost three months ago and is being sold by Hall and Woodhouse with a price tag of £380,000. 
4ÈÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒ ÐÁÒË ÏÒ ÆÉØÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇÓ ÂÕÔ ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ 
ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÂÌÅȱ ÓÁÉÄ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌÌÏÒ 3ÉÍÏÎ #ÕÒÔÉÓ ×ÈÏ ÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 
-Ò #ÕÒÔÉÓ ÁÄÄÅÄ Ȱ!Ó Á ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÃÉÄÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÓÉÔ 

back and let the tide wash it away and be powerless. Or do we want a 
pub in our village, and if so can you put your money where your mouth 
ÉÓȩȱ )Ô ÉÓ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÈÁÌÆ Á ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÐÏÕÎÄÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ 
get the pub up and running again and the plan is that villagers would 
buy shares of at least £250 to raise the money. It was explained that 
investors in similar projects in other villages contributed around 
£5,000 each. 

Tony Dyer raised the question about what sort of pub the village 
ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ×ÁÎÔÓȢ Ȱ7ÉÌÌ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÒÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ Á 'ÁÓÔÒÏ ÐÕÂȟ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÉÔ ÂÅ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȬÌÏÃÁÌȭ 
ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÄÒÉÎË ÓÁÌÅÓȩȱ ÈÅ ÁÓËÅÄȢ /ÔÈÅÒ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÒÓ ÁÓËÅÄ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ 
or not the building was structurally sound. If not, the purchase price 
might reflect only a fraction of the cost of reopening the pub. 

By the end of the meeting over 100 people had signed up to 
financially supporting the idea. A working group has been set up, under 
the stewardship of John Kane, to take things forward. A report of their 
first meeting is on page 14 of this edition of the Reporter.  

 A second public meeting is planned for Wednesday February 25th at 
6.30 at the village hall. At this meeting potential investors will be asked 
ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ȰÐÌÅÄÇÅ ÆÏÒÍÓȱ ÔÏ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
available they are willing to make. We understand that the pledges will 
be non-binding but will be used to gauge the real level of support for a 
pub in our village. John Kane can be contacted on 07968 143126. 

T he twenty-fifth annual Milborne Ten Mile and Fun Run took place on Sunday 11 January. 296 runners set off up Milton 
Road on a cold Sunday morning, but only four runners took part in the Two Mile run. This will probably be the last Two 

Mile run, unless it is run under another banner and not under AAA Rules. 
First home in a time of 53.08 was Lee Rodriguez of Poole Runners, 

followed by George Miller also of Poole Runners just 43 seconds later, 
Third home from Yeovil Olympiads was Tristan Cooper in 55.45 . 

First lady home was Rachael Elliott of Team Kennet in the time of 
62.52. In second place was Dawn Broomrom from Holmfirth Harriers  in 
65.01 and third place went to Christine Thomas of Poole Runners in 66.11. 
-ÉÌÂÏÒÎÅȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÒÕÎÎÅÒȟ *ÁÍÅÓ 0ÁÒË ÃÌÏÃËÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÔ ψρȢσπȢ 3ÔÁÒÔ 

training now for 2010 and lets see more Milborne runners, like we did a 
few years ago. 

The Two mile run was won by Connar Pullen. 
The runs have been organised by John Mills and his family for the past 

10 years and all the profits from all 25 Runs have been given to Milborne 
First School. Photos show local runners Connar Pullen (left) and James 
Park (right ). 

Full results can be found on www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Twenty-five years and still making funds for Milborne School 
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Advertise with the Milborne St Andrew Reporter 
 

Distributed to 540 homes 11 times each year 
Full page  £150.00 p.a/ £20.00 per issue 

Half page  £100.00 p.a. / £15.00 per issue 
Quarter page  £60.00 p.a. / £8.00 per issue 
Eighth page  £40.00  p.a./ £5.00 per issue 

Back page  £200.00 per annum 
Community events at the Village Hall will be advertised free of charge 

Other community events at half the above rates 

reporter.ads@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
Advertisers will also be listed in the Business Directory at 

www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 14th of this month 

Your Reporter Team 
 

Debbie Bennion, Ed Frost, Sue Gould, Heather V. Hogg 
Margo Kirk, David Payne and Marion Regan. 

 
Advertising:  Margo Kirk 01258  837749 

News and Features:  Sue Gould  01258 837575 
Finance and Photography: Heather V. Hogg  01258 837392 

General Enquiries: Ed Frost  01258 837921 
 

Enquiries and copy to:  reporter@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
E-copy as MS Word .doc, pictures as .jpg or .pdf files please 

Paper copy to Sue Gould at 28 Stileham Bank DT11 0LE 

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by the 21st of this month 

A note about money . . . and 
advertisements  

THE Milborne St. Andrew Reporter is distributed free of charge to every 
household in Milborne St Andrew and quite a few households beyond. 
Each issue costs about £170 to produce and this money is raised by 
charging local businesses to advertise. We need about half the space in 
the Reporter to be used for advertisements to cover our costs.  

If you contact one of our advertisers do tell them that you saw their 
advertisement in the Reporter . 

Exit the Messenger, enter the Reporter 
from the Reporter Team 
WHEN Geoff Hodgson announced last autumn that he was planning 
to "retire" as editor of the Messenger he called a public meeting at 
the Sports Club. Half a dozen people attended the meeting and Geoff 
told us about the job of running a free community magazine. Three 
of us (now members of the Reporter  team) met a few days later 
with some friends to see if we might take over the Messenger.  

It was clear, right from the start, that costs would have to be cut if 
the Messenger was to survive. We investigated other ways of 
printing the magazine and found that we could both cut costs and 
improve the presentation by sharing the modern printing facilities 
of a neighbouring village. We made a decision to do just that. 

The MSA Messenger was in the second year of a five-year 
contract for its printing machine with thousands of pounds of 
liabilities. The team was unwilling to take on these liabilities and, 
after taking legal advice, it became clear that we would have to 
distance ourselves completely from the MSA Messenger ς The 
Milborne St. Andrew Reporter  was born.  

Starting afresh also meant that we would have no financial assets 
and so we applied to the Parish Council for a grant to allow us to 
start up. At the Parish Council meeting on 7th January the Reporter  
team was awarded a start-up grant of £250.00 to cover the printing 
costs of the first edition and the purchase of paper and other 
sundries. We expect advertising to pay the full cost of producing the 
Reporter  within a month or two. As with the Messenger, all the 
work to produce the Reporter  will be done by volunteers.  

 
Footnote 
Mr Hodgson has told the Reporter  team that the contract for the 
machine is with the "Milborne St Andrew and Dewlish Messenger" 
and that lease payments come from the Messenger's own bank 
account. When the Messenger ceases to operate, Siemens ς the 
company which leases the machine to the Messenger ς will, as major 
creditor, have first claim on any money in the Messenger bank 
account. The Reporter  team understands that the Messenger retains 
£700 in its bank account and that Mr Hodgson plans to continue 
paying the lease on the printing machine until July. 

100 CLUB WINNERS 

Draw Date ς Monday 5th Jan 2009 

1st prize £100 Richard Crisp 

2nd prize £50 Val Hodges 

3rd prize £36 Shirley Dunkley 

Drawn approximately every 5 weeks 

Next draw ς Monday 16th Feb 

Wednesday Social Club New Years Party 
WE had a very enjoyable afternoon at the village hall. We thought the 
cakes were never-ending! One thing we were puzzled about ς we could 
not find any plates! We eventually found a few and managed to feed 
everyone! 

Deana gave us a few wonderful songs and some of us even joined in! 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ά²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
άōǊŀƛƴǘŜŀǎŜǊέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎΦ  
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άŘƻƎƎȅ 

ōŀƎέ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦŀŎŜǎΗ 
We hope everybody enjoyed themselves and hope to see a lot more 

people at our next meeting on the first Wednesday in February when 
Peter Robinson will give us a talk on precious gemstones. We hope this 
will interest you and encourage you to come along! 

Eve Richardson 
 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily  

those of the Reporter team . 
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Information or eyesore? 
From the Parish Council Meeting 

THE multitude of posters pinned and 
stapled to telegraph poles around our 
village are an eyesore. That is the view of 
ÓÏÍÅ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÒÓȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÍÁËÅ ÏÕÒ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ 
ÌÏÏË ÕÎÔÉÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄȱ 
said one resident at the Parish Council 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ Ȱ(Ï× ÅÌÓÅ ×ÉÌÌ ×Å ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ 
ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅȩȱ ×ÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 
ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȢ   

All too often those who were 
organising and advertising local events 
were angered to find that their new 
posters had been removed by others.   

Information or eyesore? Tell the 
Reporter  what you think. 

Road works imminent 
From the Parish Council Meeting 

THE re-alignment of the pavements at the junction of Milton Road 
and the A354 is to go ahead within the next few weeks. The painted 
curves and spots on the road have allowed an informed public 
consultation to be carried out.  

Despite some opposition, villagers feel that the safety of 
pedestrians, especially school children, is the most important 
consideration. The new layout will allow pedestrians crossing to the 
south side of the village a view of traffic approaching from both 
directions.  At the moment it is necessary to step out into the road to 
see and be seen by traffic coming down Dorchester Hill.   
)ÔȭÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÁËÅÎ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÈÕÒÔȢ 

Enter your team in the Village Quiz 
 

THE village quiz will be held this year in the Village Hall on Saturday 

March 14th starting promptly at 7.00 p.m. Last yearôs winners, the W.I. 

will be setting the questions and ensuring fair play and we hope to 

welcome as many teams as we can fit tables into the hall. The charge 

will be £2 per person, 4 people to a team.   

There will be teas and coffee available, but if you want to, bring a 
bottle of something more exciting, we can provide glasses. The 
Village Quiz is for FUN (plus a valuable trophy!) and the questions 
will be designed for a wide range of interests and knowledge, so 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÓÈÙ ɀ family teams, neighbourhood teams, work colleagues 
or scratch teams of individuals who just want to join in are all 
welcome. 

Shirley Dunkley 
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DEWLISH CHURCH NOTES 
WE were so lucky to have a mild and fairly fine evening when 
a sizeable group of us went Carol Singing round the village. A 
total of £203.67 was donated, and this money has been given 
to Shelter. Thank you to all those who sang and who donated 
so generously, with special thanks to Andrew and Hayley 
Killingback and to John and Dianne at The Oak for providing 
such delicious refreshments.  

The Church was decorated beautifully for Christmas, with 
holly and candles, a splendid Christmas tree and the (nearly) 
life-size Nativity Scene. The Carol service, for which there was 
a packed Church, was delightful with our young people 
reading and performing so well. Thank you to all who took 
part, to the band, organists and Lesley, but especially to Jim 
Burg, who worked so hard in arranging it all. The collection of 
Ζρςπ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 

Please note that we have a Candlemas Songs of Praise at 6 
pm on 1 February. There will be no 11 am Morning Prayer on 
that day.  

Daphne Burg  

Church Contacts 
 
Vicar Benny Hazlehurst 01305 848216 
 Sarah Godfrey 01305 839068 
 Church Wardens 
Milborne St Andrew Eva Stockley  01258 837468 
 Pat Tribe 01258 837684 
Dewlish Jim Burg 01258 837466 
 Sue Britton 01258 837218 

 
www.milbornestandrewchurch.org.uk 
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SUNDAY SERVICES ς FEBRUARY 2009  
 
 
 

THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN ,TOLPUDDLE  AND MILBORNE   WITH DEWLISH 
PART OF THE CHURCH  OF ENGLAND  IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY  

 
Dear Friends 

 
Few people can have remained unmoved by the pictures and news reports coming out of 
Israel and Gaza during the past few weeks. The sight of such suffering and fear in such an 
intractable situation is difficult to bear, with each side, Israel and Hamas, determined to 
destroy the other whatever the cost. And in the midst of the horror, the young learn to hate, 
and extremists are born and nurtured. 

It can be easy to despair faced with such an impossible situation ς to give up any hope of 
change. 

But in the midst of this conflict and the other conflicts which it helps fuel around the 
Middle East, there are people who refuse to accept that this suffering has to continue 
unabated. There are those who refuse to be drawn into the vicious circle of hate and 
violence, and instead work for peace & justice against all the odds. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ WŜǿǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 

for the rights of Palestinians. There are the UN workers, determined to stay to help feed the 
hungry and supply medicine to hospitals despite the shelling and constant air attacks. 

And in the midst of the constant turmoil of the Middle East, there is an English Anglican 
priest who somehow manages to cross the boundaries that so divide peoples, tribes and 
religious groups in that war torn part of the world. Many of you will have heard of him ς he  
is affectionately known to many as the Vicar of Baghdad, because of his role in leading St 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ς but his role is much wider than that. After spending 
ǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ ŜƴǾƻȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΣ Canon Andrew White formed 
FRRME (The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East) in 2005, and is 
constantly shuttling around the region talking to Muslims and Jews, Shia and Sunni, 
Palestinians and Israelis, Rabbis and Imams, governments and terrorists. Somehow, the doors 
of the most hardened opponents remain open to him, and somehow he retains a hope for 
the future and a love for all those involved which survives all the violence and hatred we see 
day after day. 

Such people need our support and encouragement, as they work to achieve the 
impossible, and I am delighted that within this Benefice, the money raised from Lent Lunches 
ƛƴ tǳŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Cwwa9 ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ 
every Monday during Lent in Puddletown Village Hall starting on the 2nd March, and all are 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Cwwa9 ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ 
good lunch for a good cause. 

In the meantime, more information about Andrew ad FRRME can be found on their 
website www.frrme.org  

 
God Bless & Keep You, and all those who work for peace in this war-torn world. 

 

THE Christmas period really began for us on 21st December 
with the Christingle service. This was very well supported 
and, as well as the Christingles being given out, the knitted 
sheep were re-united with their flock around the Holy Family. 
This year the Nativity set was given a home for one night by 
21 families, each keeping back a sheep and bringing it to the 
service. 

By Christmas Eve the church was looking truly festive with 
decorations in red, green and gold which had been produced 
by our loyal team of flower arrangers. The Christmas tree was 
set up and beautifully decorated by Shirley Jackson. The 
number of communicants at Midnight Mass was almost double 

that of last year while the Family service on Christmas 
morning was also well supported. 

With Christmas over we now look forward to the future and 
wonder if there is anyone interested in becoming a Lay 
Pastoral Assistant? Details of an LPA course have been 
circulated to all on the Church electoral roll but it is open to 
anybody. Sessions will be run on Wednesday evenings in 
Puddletown Church Room. By the time this is published the 
ȰÔÁÓÔÅÒȱ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÁÓÓÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ 
anyone from joining. If you are interested, please contact 
Benny Hazlehurst (01305 848216). 

Pat Tribe 

 

1st February (Candlemas)  
Presentation of Christ in the Temple   

9.30am  Family Service  Tolpuddle 

9.30   Family Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Holy Communion  Puddletown 

            With Sunday Seekers & Creche 

6.00pm  Candlemas Songs of Praise  Dewlish 

THURSDAY 5th February 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Milborne 

 

8th February 
3rd Sunday before Lent 

8.15am  1662 said Communion Service  Puddletown 

9.30  1662 Morning Prayer  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Parish Communion   Milborne 

11.00  Family Service  Puddletown 

11.00  Family Communion  Dewlish 

THURSDAY 12th February 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Puddletown 

 

15th February  
2nd Sunday before Lent 

9.30am  Family Communion  Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Said Communion  Milborne 

11.00  1662 Morning Prayer  Puddletown 

11.00  Holy Communion  Dewlish 

4.00pm  Milborne Valentine Praise!  Milborne V Hall 

THURSDAY 19th February 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Dewlish 

 

22nd February 
The Sunday before Lent 

9.30am  Holy Communion  Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Parish Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Communion  Puddletown 

With Creche & Sunday Seekers 

11.00  Family Service  Dewlish 

 

25th February ς Ash Wednesday  
7.00pm  Benefice Service  Milborne 

THURSDAY 26th February 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Tolpuddle 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CHURCH NOTES  

CHURCH CLEANING ς w/e Sat  

Feb 7 ς Pat Tribe + Mary Bennett 

Feb 14th ς Sue Lucas + Carolyn Martin 

Feb 21st ς Margaret Hurley + Eva Stockley 

Feb 28th ς Elizabeth Walker + Pat Bull 
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Horticultural Society Report  
MEMBERS of the Horticultural Society are looking forward to 
another year of interesting visits and monthly talks on growing 
plants in containers, hanging baskets and the vegetable garden, 
selecting plants for new building developments, and a talk on 
ÔÈÅ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÂÙ 0ÁÕÌ !ÔÔÅÒÂÕÒÙ ɉÏÆ ""#ȭÓ !ÎÔÉÑÕÅÓ 
Road Show fame). We elected a new committee at the AGM in 
November and we will be pleased to welcome anyone thinking 
of joining us at any of our meetings.   

Annual subscriptions of £10 are now due and entitle members to 
a number of benefits when buying seeds, materials and equipment 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÐÕÔ ÏÆÆ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÍÅȦ &Å× ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ 
ourselves as horticulturists; most just enjoy doing things in our 
gardens. 

  John Wright 



Reporter February 2009   7 

 

Ȱ4ÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÎÅÌȱ 
0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ςυ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ -ÉÌÂÏÒÎÅ Ȱ&ÕÎ 2ÕÎÓȱ 

HERE he comes! The first runner came into view. I checked the watches 
for the umpteenth time, glanced to make sure Alan (Alan Herridge the 
then MSA Head teacher ) was ready and mentally crossed my fingers. 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ олǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфуп ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΚέ 
Well it started after three local runners (Simon Foote, Bob Brown 

ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ aƛƭƳŀƴύ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘŜ мфуо [ƻƴŘƻƴ aŀǊŀǘƘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ άнέ 
ŀƴŘ άмлέ ƳƛƭŜ ǊǳƴǎΣ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōǳǘ 
mainly raise money for the School, was born. 

Through the άFriends of the Schoolέ and beyond, the organisation 
gradually took off as more and more issues arose. These included 
sponsorship, prizes, marshals, course layout, medals, certificates, drink 
stations, posters, advertising, Police, first aiders, signs, lead and 
following vehicles, parking, registration, starting and so on and on 

I was involved with the organisation when, and I still believe it was 
said as a joke as I had recently completed an ASA swimming 
timekeepers exam, I was asked to be the race timekeeper!  

We had decided that, like the Marathon, every runner would get a 
chocolate bar, but then came beer and other beverages, hot dogs, soup and 
ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ƎŀƭƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ άǊŀŎŜέΚ 
9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άмлέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

The support and goodwill from the village was amazing, particularly 
ŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘΦ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know how it all came together but it did. 
!ǎ WŀƳŜǎ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ CŜǊƴŘƻǿƴ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƭƛƴŜέ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ 

Alan wrote it down, a cloakroom ticket was thrust at James and his 
running number taken. 

A Result! It worked and still does 24 years later! 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴƴŜƭ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ 

happy, proud, often sore and cold people achieving, or not, personal 
goals. So what is the attraction of these modest races in a small Dorset 

village often in foul weather just after 
Christmas?  
LǘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ άмлέ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ 

course, there is clear enthusiasm but 
mainly, as always, it comes down to the 
people involved. 
{ŀŘƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άнέ ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎΣ 

numbers this year down to 4 from over 100 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ άмлέ ƎƻŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ 
to strength with 296 running this year, the 
highest number ever.  
{ƻ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

part of, and I believe the village can be 
proud of this Milborne success. 

I raise a glass to all those people who are 
or have been involved, may the event 
continue for another 25. I just wish the glass 

could be raised in a village pub as I have after many Milborne runs over 
the years ð ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΗ 

Some more personal recollections 
through wet or frozen rose-tinted spectacles: 
§ of the event being held just after Christmas, 

usually the first Sunday I believe, and the 
excesses of the season still evident 
¨ of the event assembling in the Royal Oak 

car park, of a large numbers of runners and 
ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ άŎǊŀƳƳŜŘέ Ǉǳō 
© ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ млл ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άнέ 

including the very young, the elderly, 
walkers, pram pushers, people striving  

and running as hard as they could, 
others strolling and talking, a very 
eclectic mix 
ª ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άмлέ ƳƛƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
ǘƻ άŀƭƭ ǘŀǊƳŀŎέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ 
complained about their best running 
shoes being used on a small muddy 
cross country section 
¬ of the dwindling number of spectators 
ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƭŜǎǎ άƭƻŎŀƭǎέ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
άн ƳƛƭŜέ 
­ of homemade signs, fly away cups, 

perennial parking and toilet capacity 
problems! 
® of smiling, bubbly people at the start, often ashen, quiet and 

exhausted later 
¯ ƻŦ άtŀǊǎƭŜȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛŜƭέ ǿƘƻ Ǌŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǇŀƛŘΣ ƘŜ 

wore a running number and ate his Mars Bar, always having a better 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ōȅ ŀ άƭŜŀŘέ 
° of runners who cycled from Poole, ran and cycled home when 

triathlon was generally unknown 
± of runners with more enthusiasm than ability, and the finishing team 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άǊŀŎŜ ǎŜǘ-
ǳǇέ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ 
§ of rain so hard that we all sheltered in a horse-box at the finish not 

venturing out 
¯ of the year my main stopwatch failed and the backup was needed, 
ǘƘŀǘ άƘŜŀǊǘ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ 
shudder. 

Richard Pearce 

Richard Pearce who has 
been the official timekeeper 
ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ΨΩCǳƴ wǳƴΩΩ 

Tom Leech, headmaster of our local school 
(above) and Tony Chutter, who used to live in 
the village have both competed in most of the 
25 runs 
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December weather in Milborne  
St. Andrew coldest since 1996 

DECEMBER 2008 rainfall in Milborne was 68.1mm which was only 
57% of the average for that month with 38.6mm of that rain falling 
on the 12th  making that the highest daily rainfall for the year. 
Rainfall was recorded on 14 days of the month. It is somewhat 
perverse that 98.8mm rain fell over 23 days in August last year. 
There were 17 nights with air frosts making it the coldest December 
since 1996. 

Although 2008 probably seemed to be a wet year, the total 
rainfall for 2008 was 1042.8mm which was just 107% of our 
average annual rainfall. The rainfall in the July ɀ October period was 
132% of average and that is the period we will all recall with 
disappointment.  

This winter so far to 15th January has been the coldest since 
1996/7. The coldest winters I have recorded were in 1978/9, 
1984/5 and 1985/6. Anyone who can recall the winter of 1962/3 
will say that this winter has been positively balmy compared to that 
one but I was not recording temperatures at that time. The winter 
rainfall to date is 90.1mm compared to around 160mm average. 
January of last year was one of the mildest I have recorded and all 
sayings from Weather Lore rate a mild January as a bad omen. There 
ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÌÄ 3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȠ Ȱ! *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÓÐÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÎÁÅÔÈÉÎÇȱ ÓÏ 
perhaps we can look forward to a better summer this year.   

Pluvius. 

Christmas and New Year Update 
from Milborne St. Andrew WI  

FOR the Christmas meeting Mr David Andrews provided a musical 
singalong during which members were encouraged to participate by 
trying their hand with the various instruments. After much laughter 
and varying degrees of success, their heroic efforts were rewarded 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÂÕÆÆÅÔ ÓÕÐÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ Á ÄÉÐ ÉÎÔÏ -ÏÔÈÅÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȭÓ 
sack.  

At the first meeting of the New Year Mrs Forrest gave an 
interesting illustrated talk on the role of the Geisha. She had herself 
lived in Japan for a number of years and was able to show examples 
of their dress and accessories, including a beautiful kimono.  

Looking ahead ς amongst other things, our annual Dinner, skittles 
match, Village Quiz (our winning team of last year are setting the 
questions) to name but a few . . . 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 12 February when our 
Speaker is Sohani Gonzalez of Milborne St Andrew who will talk 
ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȭ(ÏÍÅÏÐÁÔÈÙȭȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ 
evening of the month free, why not come along to one of our 
meetings? We would love to see you there.  

Pat Bull 
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SNOWDROPS are just starting to emerge through the fallen leaves of 
autumn and debris of the winter storms ς a glimmer of spring to come. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΚ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅΥ 
άLΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƴƻǿŘǊƻǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΩΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŜȅŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǎƴƻǿŘǊƻǇ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ 
another; you have to peer inside to see the subtle differences that 
galanathophiles (snowdrop enthusiasts) rave 
about. In fact, snowdropmania is growing and 
some people will pay up to £150 for a single bulb! 
There are over 700 different varieties and if you 
ƘŀǾŜ ΨŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΩ ƎŀƭŀƴǘƘƻǇƘƛƭƛŀ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
searching for that one that is just that little bit 
different. You have to be good to tell one variety 
from another though, getting down on your knees 
in all weathers just to peer inside the flower ς to 
check the green markings, the texture and colour 
of the leaves.   
Lǎ ƛǘ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎƴƻǿŘǊƻǇǎ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴΩ όǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

just after flowering,) or as bulbs? The head 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜƭǎŜŀ tƘȅǎƛŎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǎŀȅǎ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴΩ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǘǘƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ  
ǘƘŜ ōǳƭōǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ  
bulbs ensure they are nice and plump ς ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴΩ 
check that the roots look nice and healthy. February is the best time  
to do this.  

Snowdrops are great for naturalizing in grass and under deciduous 
trees and shrubs where they will get a good amount of spring sunshine 

and shade in the summer to protect the bulbs from drying out. If you get 
the conditions right, they will readily multiply. Another good thing about 
snowdrops is that they are very tidy ς their leaves die away by late spring, 
and they like being in a crowd, rarely having to be divided up.  

Our native variety is Galanthus nivalis ς it has been here since the 
early Middle Ages and is often found around churches and ruined 

abbeys and priories. Galanathus nivalis is the 
common snowdrop and flowers from January right 
through to March.  
 

PLANTING COMBINATIONS 
As well as being naturalized, snowdrops also look 
good when grown with ornamental grasses such as 
Stipa gigantea, Stipa arundinacaea or Molinia. The 
bright white heads of the snowdrop peek through 
the grasses as they move in the wind. As a contrast 
try growing them between clumps of Ophiopogon 
planiscapus (black grass). Snowdrops look good 
when grown between the coloured stems of 
Cornus alba (Dogwood), and can be used to soften 

the harsh green foliage of Hellebores. You can follow the theme by 
planting white Narcissus Thalia, followed by white tulips. You can make 
the emerging clumps of Sedum a little more interesting by planting 
snowdrops alongside. 

If you want to see amazing display of snowdrops then go to Kingston 
Lacey in the early spring ς keep an eye on the local papers for the dates 
when it is best to go. 

In your Garden  
Seasonal notes and tips from Maureen Lock of Designer Gardens 

SNOWDROPMANIA ɀ OR GALANTHOPHILIA 
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Dog poo bags litter the hedgerow at Lane End 

New Year, New Village Magazine, 
Old Problem! 

¸Ŝǎ ƛǘΩǎ ά5hD thhέ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
I have been on to North Dorset Council about Dog Litter Bins, and 
trying to get 2 bins which to date are not used, moved to more 
appropriate positions in the village, as they will only allow and 
empty 8 bins.  

They do however point out that any litter bin can be used for 
dog waste and they would prefer that wrapped dog waste was 
ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȭ Ï×Î ÒÅÆÕÓÅ ÓÁÃËÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÄÏÇ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÂÉÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ 
to be emptied separately but do finish up along with other 
household waste. It has been seen, and there is certainly no need 
for carrier bags full of dog waste to be taken to the bins around the 
village . This fills them unnecessarily and makes it difficult for the 
dog walkers to use them when out and about. 

I wish everyone a happy, healthy new year and hope that all dog 
Ï×ÎÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÃÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÔȭÓ ×ÁÓÔÅ 
whether at home or out and about in the village.  

Lets keep our Village and local footpaths clean, tidy, and a 
pleasure for everyone to walk and enjoy .  

Dave Andrews ς Parish Councilor 


