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Snow fun  
 

 

 
 
 

T his picture-postcard scene of the village centre starts to tell the tale of a week of disruption at the beginning of 
February caused by sudden and heavy snowfalls in north Dorset. Journeys home from Dorchester and Blandford 
took more than six hours at the height of the storm as the Council struggled to cope with the extreme conditions on 

the roads. Schools were closed to ensure the safety of pupils and many businesses were unable to function as workers failed 
to get in to work. The Point to Point had to be postponed for a week and then problems were compounded by a power cut 
that left the south side of the village without electricity for more than eight hours and caused the cancellation of the Friday 
performance of the village pantomime. 
.ÏÔ ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÏÍ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÓÎÏ×ȩ 7ÅÌÌ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ÙÏÕ ÇÏ 

sledging, build a snowman, have snowball fights, have fun! Many people also took the time to get into the countryside to 
view the beautiful snow-covered landscapes around our village and had a wonderful time. 

 

For many young children this was the first real snow they had ever experienced. 
Show your snow pictures on the village website by sending them to 

gallery@milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Oh yes it is! 



2   Reporter March 2009 

 

 

Advertise with the Milborne St Andrew Reporter 
 

Distributed to over 500 homes 11 times each year 
Full page  £150.00 p.a/ £20.00 per issue 

Half page  £100.00 p.a. / £15.00 per issue 
Quarter page  £60.00 p.a. / £8.00 per issue     
Eighth page  £40.00  p.a./ £5.00 per issue 

Back page £200.00 per annum 
Community events at the Village Hall will be advertised free of charge 

Other community events at half the above rates 

reporter.ads@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
Advertisers will also be listed in the Business Directory at 

www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 14th of this month 

Your Reporter Team 
 

Debbie Bennion, Ed Frost, Sue Gould, Heather V. Hogg 
Margo Kirk, David Payne and Marion Regan. 

 
Advertising:  Margo Kirk 01258  837749 

News and Features:  Sue Gould  01258 837575 
Finance and Photography:  Heather V. Hogg  01258 837392 

General Enquiries:  Ed Frost  01258 837921 
 

Enquiries and copy to:  reporter@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
E-copy as .doc or .pub files, pictures as .jpg or .pdf files please 

Paper copy to Sue Gould at 28 Stileham Bank DT11 0LE 

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by the 21st of this month 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily  

those of the Reporter team. 

Exit the Messenger, enter the Reporter ɀ a clarification  
 
Lb ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ά9Ȅƛǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΣ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Reporterέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ  
in the February issue of the Reporter the Reporter team sought to 
explain why the MSA Messenger had disappeared in January and the 
Milborne St. Andrew Reporter had appeared in February. We stated 
ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ a{! aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ-year  
contract for its printing machine with thousands of pounds of 
ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
following three years.  

Mr Hodgson has asked us to add that he stated at the Parish Council 
meeting on January 7th that his latest legal advice was that he would be 
held liable for the outstanding lease payments on the aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ 
printing machine.  

The Reporter Team 

Watch Where You Tread . . . 
 

From the Parish Council 
 

¢I9w9Ω{ nothing worse than getting home after a walk to the local shop 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǿŦǳƭ ǎƳŜƭƭΚέ ς then you look down and 
ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻŜ Φ Φ Φ 

Milborne St Andrew has a lot of dog owners ς most are very 
responsible and considerate people who walk their pets regularly and 
clean up any mess they make ς there are several dog bins around the 
village which are well used ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
care about such things and leave their dog mess for others to deal  
with. Do those people know that it is against the law to leave dog mess 
in a public place and that they are leaving themselves open to 
substantial fines? 

There are a number of Dog Wardens operating in the North Dorset 
area. Their main activity is enforcement under the Dogs (Fouling of 
Land) Act 1996 which require owners to clean up after their dogs. 

The Wardens are able to issue £50 fixed penalty notices to offenders 
or, if it is decided that a prosecution in the Magistrates Court is 
appropriate then the maximum fine is £1000. 

In recent months, it seems that the problem has been increasing in 
Milborne St Andrew and the Parish Council is concerned about the 
health and safety aspects as well as the general detrimental affect this 
has on the presentation of the village. It is not fair that a few 
inconsiderate people should create such an unsavoury problem for 
other villagers to deal with. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƎ  

foul in a public area, you should contact the Dog Warden Service on 
01258 454111 with full details so that they can approach the dog  
owner direct.  
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WI News from Milborne St. Andrew ς 
February meeting  

An alternative therapy  
WE were delighted to welcome Sohani Gonzalez of Milborne St. 
Andrew to our meeting to talk about homeopathy. Sohani has been a 
homeopathic practitioner for over 25 years yet still finds it exciting 
and one of the most rewarding parts of her life. Its origins can be 
traced back to the 1700s and a disillusionment with orthodox 
medicine. Today there are many staunch advocates of what is 
considered to be a safe, effective and non-toxic therapy, not least our 
own Royal family. Alternative therapy can be controversial but in 
recent years, and supported by many satisfied clients, it has taken its 
place alongside traditional medicine as a complementary form of 
treatment. There was a lot of interest shown amongst members and 
Sohani answered a number of questions. She was thanked by Jill 
McSavage on our behalf for what had been a very interesting and 
stimulating talk.  
 
Update:  
Skittles: Our team made it to the County quarter-finals but then lost. 
However they are to be congratulated on getting so far, and they 
clearly had much fun on the way! 
Annual Dinner: Nelda Oakes has arranged this for Friday 24th April, 
ÁÔ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÉÌÅÎÔ 7ÏÍÁÎȭȢ !Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ 
×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÌÅÔ .ÅÌÄÁ ËÎÏ× ÁÔ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ 
would like to go.  
Summer Supper: This will be on Friday, 26th June, when Lin 
Chatfield has kindly offered to host the event. More details later. 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, 12th March. Our speaker 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ -Ò - #ÈÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Ȭ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÄ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
will be Committee nominations. Please do join us; you will be made 
very welcome.  

Pat Bull 

YOUR CHANCE ï HELP SAVE 

OUR ROYAL OAK 

FOLLOWING the public meeting in January which showed massive 
support for re-opening the Royal Oak a highly motivated group has 
worked up proposals based on a non-profit making community 
enterprise.  

At a second meeting on 25th February pledges of a truly 
significant sum, units of £250, were requested to see if negotiations 
for the freehold of the pub might begin.  

If you missed the meeting it is not too late to register a pledge 
on a form in the Post Office and seal it the special envelope. It will 
be held by Chris Nowell, the only person to know the individual 
amounts pledged. Please try to make your pledge by Friday  
6 March. 

The total pledges made will be assessed by the working group to 
decide if there is enough pledged to continue. Actual money will 
only be required once a legal enterprise had been set up. 

If you do not wish to make a financial pledge at this stage but 
wish to be involved, a Promise of your Time and Talents, during the 
refurbishment phase of the pub, will be very welcome. 

Local papers and radio stations have publicised the strength of 
our views; local authorities have taken notice and we understand 
that there have been several expressions of interest in the freehold 
of pub. 

 
The aim is to re-establish the valued community facility of the Royal 
Oak for mutual benefit of all concerned whether owned by ourselves 
or someone else equally committed to the village of Milborne St. 
Andrew. 

  

Tony Dyer 



4   Reporter March 2009 

 

CHURCH CLEANING ð w/e Saturday  

 
March 7th ð John and Anne Miller 

March 14th ð Victoria Bone and Lin Chatfield  

March 21st ð Ed and Rose Frost  
March 28th ð Sue Lee and Val Hodges  

 
 
 
 
 

THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN ,TOLPUDDLE  AND MILBORNE   WITH DEWLISH 
PART OF THE CHURCH  OF ENGLAND  IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY  

 
Preparing for Easter 

 
Dear Friends,  
From the earliest days of Christianity, Easter was seen as so holy that people 
thought that they should spend some time preparing for it. The forty days of Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday and is a season of reflection, a time for personal stock -
taking and a turning back to God.  

How are you getting ready to celebrate Easter? Some people choose to fast 
during Lent and then give the money that they would have spent on chocolate or 
alcohol to those who donôt have enough to eat. Others take time out to study the 
Bible and draw closer to God. Others are inspired to perform acts of generosity 
that encourage kindness to ourselves, our neighbours and our planet. Whatever we 
choose to do, we try to be more generous with our time and our love. We ask 
whether any things we do are selfish, and we promise to try to change.  

As I write Ash Wednesday is a week away and my children are getting worried. 
They are already stock - piling crisps and jammy dodgers. Last year during Lent I 
chose to give up shopping in supermarkets and only use local farm shops and local 
produce. It made me more intentional in what I was buying and in a small way 
helped the environment. Out of season vegetables flown in from across the world 
were not allowed. I found it hard but it made me less wasteful. Mealtimes became 
very inventive. I hope my trade also helped the local farmers.   
Our world can be a difficult and fearful place. Itôs all too easy to feel we are 

powerless to make a difference. But the truth is, with Godôs help we can change the 
world for good a little bit every day. Each of us can be the change we want to see 
in the world.  

There are all sorts or things you could try this lent. It is easy to give something 
up for Lent if you have something to start with. Far too many people in this world 
donôt even have lifeôs necessities. Hereôs an idea. Christian Aid are running a 
campaign during Lent called ócount your blessingsô. Each day there is a different 
suggestion that will really get you thinking. For example, on the 2nd we are told 
that one in eight people in the world do not have access to safe water. We are then 
invited to give 50p for each bath or shower we take that week. And on the 26th 
we hear that in the UK we spend £10million on food that is thrown away ïwe are 
then invited to give 10p for every cook book we own. Fun ideas, to make us think 
about the world and to collect our loose change for others. If you would like a 
leaflet let me know or go to www.christianaid.org.uk.  

 
Rev Sarah Godfrey  

Working towards the future  
We had a lengthy discussion at the PCC meeting in January about 
how the Church can help and support those in the community in 
need (not necessarily churchgoers). If anyone knows of people who 
might benefit in this way, please let the Vicar, Benny Hazlehurst, or 
either of the Churchwardens know. 

Among other matters discussed by PCC members were: 
LOOP SYSTEM: Application for a faculty to install a loop system 

for the hard of hearing has been recommended by the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee and has gone to the Diocesan Registrar for 
approval. As soon as this is obtained, the installation can begin. 
Ȱ#(52#( ")' $!9 /54ȱȡ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ 7ÅÓÔ 3ÕÓÓÅØ ÏÎ 

ςτÔÈ -ÁÙȢ "ÅÎÎÙ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÅÄ ÉÔ ÁÓ Á Ȱ,ÉÖÅÌÙ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
ÆÁÉÔÈȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÁÎÄȟ $ÅÌÉÒÉÏÕÓȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÔ 'ÒÁÈÁÍ +ÅÎÄÒÉÃË 
will be there. If anyone is interested in going, the benefice is 
planning to run a coach or mini-buses. Please contact Benny or 
Sarah for further details. 

NEW FACILITIES: The sub-committee reported on their meeting 
with the Architect regarding new facilities in the Church such as a 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CHURCH NOTES 
toilet, kitchen, space for wheelchair access and open space for 
holding functions such as Milborne Praise. The new proposals would 
be made internally which would not be as expensive as building on. 
We would need to do a lot of fund-raising. To start the programme, 
Benny has offered to lead a sponsored walk from Milborne to 
Charminster on Easter Saturday. (Charminster was one of the 
churches that allowed us to look round their new facilities). More 
ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÆ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÅÒȢ 
LOOK OUT YOUR WALKING BOOTS ɀ WE NEED YOUR HELP! The 
money raised will go into the Fabric Fund and will not be used for 
ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓ ÏÆ 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓȢ 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held in Church after 
the 9.30am service on Sunday, 26th April. Coffee/tea and cakes will 
be served. All who are on the Church Electoral Roll are eligible to 
attend, and are encouraged to do so. 

Eva Stockley and Pat Tribe 
 

Come to our Agape Supper! 
(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÎ !ÇÁÐÅ 3ÕÐÐÅÒȩ ɉȰ!ÇÁÐÅȱ ÉÓ 'ÒÅÅË ÆÏÒ 

SUNDAY SERVICES ς MARCH 2009 
 

1st MARCH ς Lent 1  
9.30am  Family Service  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Family Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Holy Communion  Puddletown 

            With Sunday Seekers & Creche 

11am  1662 Morning Prayer  Dewlish 

Thursday 5th March  

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Milborne 

 

8th MARCH ς Lent 2 
8.15am  1662 Said Communion Service  Puddletown 

9.30  1662 Morning Prayer  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Parish Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Service  Puddletown  

11.00  Family Communion  Dewlish 

THURSDAY 12th March 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Puddletown 

 

15th MARCH ς Lent 3 
9.30am  Family Communion  Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Said Communion  Milborne 

11.00  1662 Morning Prayer  Puddletown 

11.00  Holy Communion  Dewlish 

4pm  Milborne Praise!  Milborne V Hall 

THURSDAY 19th March 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Dewlish 

 

22nd MARCH ς Mothering Sunday 
9.30am  Mothering Sunday Service  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Family Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Communion  Puddletown  

11.00  Family Service  Dewlish 

THURSDAY 26th March 

12.00  Lunch-time Communion  Tolpuddle 

 

29th MARCH ς Passiontide 

11am  Benefice Service  Puddletown 
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Church Contacts 
 
Vicar Benny Hazlehurst 01305 848216 
 Sarah Godfrey 01258 839067 
 Church Wardens 
Milborne St Andrew Eva Stockley  01258 837468 
 Pat Tribe 01258 837684 
Dewlish Jim Burg 01258 837466 
 Sue Britton 01258 837218 

 
www.milbornestandrewchurch.org.uk 

ȰÌÏÖÅȱɊȢ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÂÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÍÅÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ (ÏÌÙ 
Communion. The meal is eaten while listening to Bible readings of 
the events of the last meal Jesus ate with his disciples when he 
ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÂÏÄÙ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÂÌÏÏÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙȢȱ 3Ï ÉÔ ÉÓ Á 
kind of an enactment of the Last Supper that takes place on a 
Maundy Thursday and culminates in Communion. 

There will be an Agape Supper this Maundy Thursday, 9th April, 
in Dewlish Village Hall beginning at 7pm. All are welcome. There will 
be a charge of £4 a person to cover the cost of food. Any money left 
over after expenses will be given to the Sudan Fund for the Grace 
Secondary School (You may have read in the local press about fund-
raising for this ɀ see also Dewlish Church Notes). Numbers are 
needed in advance for catering purposes so if you would like to 
come, please give your name to Eva Stockley (Tel: 837468), Pat 
Tribe (837684) or Daphne Burg (837466) by 31st March. 

Pat Tribe 
Lilies for remembrance  
&ÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÎÏ× 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌÌÙ 
decorated at Easter with scented lilies donated in memory of loved 
ones. All those to be remembered have their names written in a 
special remembrance book that is displayed in church. If anyone 
would like loved ones to be remembered in this way this Easter 
please give your donation (no particular amount ɀ just whatever you 
feel like giving) and the name(s) to be remembered to Pat Tribe, 14 
Blandford Hill, MSA (837684) by 31st March so that the lilies can be 
ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÏÎÅ ÌÉÌÙ ÐÅÒ ÎÁÍÅ ɉÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÐÅÎÄ ÏÎ ÃÏÓÔɊ 
but I can promise that every name will be in the book. 

Pat Tribe 
 

DEWLISH CHURCH NOTES 
Hungry for education  
AS I write, Lent is on its way, and we have been busy organising Lent 
Lunches, the proceeds of which, along with any surplus from the 
Agape Supper, will be donated to the Grace Secondary School 
Project in the Sudan (see MSA Church Notes). Richard Budd and his 
wife, Claire, who are organising the fund-raising, saw the poverty at 
first -hand ɀ children hungry for education yet without a school 
building. They took on the mammoth job of raising £40,000, of 
which they have raised £22,000 in only six months, which is simply 
amazing. Please see members of the Church Council for details of 
dates and venues of the Lent Lunches. 

Our Easter Spring Sale and coffee morning will be held in the 
Village Hall on Saturday, 4th April, from 10am ɀ 12noon. Please note 
the change of time from our usual afternoon slot. We hope to have 
cakes and produce, a raffle, books and bric-a-brac, toys and an 
Easter stall, besides refreshments. There will also be an Easter 
bonnet competition, and we are hoping that many of you will 
participate. 

During Lent there will be Evening Prayer services on Mondays, 
beginning on 2nd March at 6pm. 

The Mothering Sunday service on 22nd March will be a Family 
Service at 11am when, once more, we shall be presenting posies to 
the mums. 

Daphne Burg 

Easter week in Milborne  
 
Ih[¸ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ όрǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭύ 
when we will be distributing palm crosses at the 9.30am, BCP Parish 
Communion. 

On Good Friday (10th April) the church will be open all day for you 
to visit for your own personal mediation. Please pop in at any time.  
CǊƻƳ мнƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ оǇƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ 

There will also be an Easter holiday club on Good Friday for 
children running from 2.30 ς 4.30pm in the village hall where we will 
be making hot cross buns and Easter biscuits. 

The Easter Festival communion will take place at 9.30am on Easter 
Sunday. 

Rev Sarah Godfrey 
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Wednesday Social Club 
THE Milborne St Andrew Wednesday Social Club would like to thank 
Peter Robinson who kindly came along to our February meeting to 
talk about gemstones. It was a very informative talk where Peter 
explained the origins of many types of precious and semi-precious 
ÓÔÏÎÅÓȢ )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÃÁÍÅ Á×ÁÙ ÈÁÐÐÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
whatever stones you have they are equally precious to you if you 
like them, regardless of their value. Many thanks Peter. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 4th March when Peter 
Lindsley from Age Concern will be our next speaker. Please come 
along and join us in the village hall from 2.30pm. 

Hilary Daffern 

Free computer software  
SO you'd like to find out where you can get free software that isn't full 
of bugs and spyware? 

Well there's lots of it around but be careful to be sure you're not 
actually just getting a free demo product that's going to con you into 
forking out lots of money in 30 days time or lead you down some other 
garden path. 

Open Source is the key to be looking for and it is often superb stuff. I 
dare say many of you have heard of Firefox and you may actually be 
using it. If you are then you will know how good it is but did you know it 
was actually Open Source and is an example of just the sort of software 
I'm talking about? 

Well let's grab another very, very useful free software package 
which I'm certain you will all appreciate. You all know only too well how 
annoying it can be to be sent some "Word" document or Excel 
spreadsheet and then have to fork out a lot of money to open the file. 
Or borrow a friend's PC to open it with. How about a totally free and 
legal copy of your own Office Suite? 

Scoot on over to www.openoffice.org and get yourself a free copy 
which is compatible and free! 

Now when you use this to save your own documents be sure to  
save them in a format others can read them in too. You do this by  
using the Save As facility and selecting the appropriate file type,  

usually this is .doc Word 2000 
or .xls Excel 2000 or .ppt 
PowerPoint 2000 for example. 
If you want some help then 
simply pop down to the Village 
Hall on a Monday evening and 
ask us. We'll be happy to show 
you. 

 
Kelvin Kinkaid 

Interested in old Milborne? 
visit Gallery at www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 
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Village Lunch Bread and Butter Pudding  
This recipe is easy, quick and cheap 

 
Pre-heat oven to 180°C, 350F, Gas Mark 4 
6 hot-cross buns (+ butter if you wish) 
400ml (¾ pint) milk  
3 medium eggs 
50g (2 oz) sugar 
 
Cut buns into slices (butter them if you 
wish) and put in a buttered oven proof dish. 
Mix the milk, eggs and sugar together and pour over buns.  
Leave to soak for about 30 minutes. Sprinkle with Demerara sugar.   
Bake in the oven for 30ð40 minutes. 

Serve warm with extra cream/custard. 
Cost: £1.50 approx. Serves: 6 

Community Drop -In  
at the Village Hall Committee Room  

Every Friday morning between 10am ɀ 12 noon  

THE Friday morning Drop-In is open to everyone, young and old. It is 
proving very popular, with around 30 people visiting each week.  
What do we do? Drink tea and coffee, eat cake and do a lot of talking! 
But most people also make use of the up-to-date computers, fast 
wireless broadband and the expert advice available.  

The equipment has been made available to the village hall through 
Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΩ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘ-ǳǇ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ŦƻǊ hƭŘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ όthttύΦ {ƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ όǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǊƻǇ-in on 
Mondays  6.15 ς 7.15pm.) 
5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ς ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎΗΩ ς Many people are surprised at 

how easy and enjoyable learning a new skill can be. But a bit like 
learning to drive a car or to speak a foreign language it helps to have 
skilled and patient tuition. It can seem daunting, when there is so much 
to learn, but the secret is to take one step at a time. 

So take the first step by coming along this Friday. We have a team of 
volunteer mentors who have helped lots of beginners of all ages. 

Come and look at the movies made for our TV Madcap Bid. If you 
missed the Meridian broadcast in November or would like to see it 
again then come along and see it this Friday at the Drop-In or go to 
www.milbornestandrew.org.uk  and click on the green Madcap link on 
the Home Page. 

Rose and Ed Frost 

LOOKING  FOR A LOCAL  PLUMBER? 

VISIT  LOCAL  SERVICES AT 

WWW.MILBORNESTANDREW .ORG.UK  
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Mystery damage to Parish trees 
THREE trees at the entrance to 
Milborne St. Andrew First School 
have been mysteriously damaged. 
The trees between 15 and 20 feet 
high were planted by the Parish 
Council in 1998. The trees, one Field 
maple, one Whitebeam, and one Wild 
cherry have had their bark stripped 
off all the way round at the base. A 
sharp implement is thought to have 
caused the damage as long slivers of 
bark were found nearby. The Parish 
Council and the Police have been 
notified.  

Round Robin Ramblers  
The local villages walking group 

Come with us and enjoy the Dorset countryside 
 
SUNDAY 1ST MARCH ς 2pm 
IŀǊŘȅΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻǊƴŎƻƳōŜ ²ƻƻŘ (by popular request) 
aŜŜǘ ŀǘ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ b¢ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ  
Grid reference:  SY 725 921 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (Approx. 4 miles) 
 
WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH ς 11am 
Newton Heath and Ower Heath 
aŜŜǘ ŀǘ CŜǊǊȅ wƻŀŘΣ {ǘǳŘƭŀƴŘ όǾŜǊƎŜ ŀǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ DǊŜŜƴƭŀƴŘΩǎ CŀǊƳύ 
Grid reference: SZ 025 843 on OS Explorer Sheet OL15 (Approx. 6 miles) 
 
SUNDAY 5TH APRIL ς 2pm 
.ƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ aŜƭŎƻƳōŜΣ !ƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴǎǘȅ Meet at Cross Lanes 
Grid reference: ST 760 023 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (Approx. 4 miles) 
 

ALL WALKS 
WHO  All welcome including well-behaved dogs and their responsible 

owners. No pre-booking required just turn up 
WEAR Suitable clothing for conditions and location, walking boots or 

Wellington boots  
BRING Waterproofs and maybe refreshments 
PACE  We go at the pace of the slowest. 
GOING Expect mud, inclines and stiles  
AIM YŜŜǇ ŦƛǘΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

company. 
LEGAL We all look after one another but in the end you are responsible 

for yourself. 
NEXT WALK DATES 

Wednesday 15th April and Sunday 3rd May 
 
For further information about joining us please contact Steve Lord 839222 
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SOMEONE ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ Ψ²ƘŜƴ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΚΩΦ 
Remembering some local folklore, 
Easter ς I replied, I then got to 
thinking ς why Easter? It falls at a 
different time each year, so there 
must be a good reason. Upon further 
investigation, it appears that Good 
Friday is actually the best day! 

So, could it be that Good Friday was 
a day that most workers had off and 

therefore that was the day they had time to do a bit of gardening, or 
could it be something to do with the moon.   

Easter has its origins in pagan festivals and the date is actually  
based on the lunar calendar rather than the more well-known solar one 
and is defined as being the first Sunday after the first full moon on or 
after the vernal equinox (21 March)! It can be any date from 22 March 
to 25 April. 

After all the tides are controlled by the moon and it has been found 
that the moon also controls the moisture levels in the soil. When it is 
waxing (from new to full) the moisture level in the soil is at its highest 
and this is when you should be planting. When it wanes (from full to 
last quarter), the moisture level is at its lowest and there is less sap 
rising in trees and shrubs and this is when you should do your pruning.  
¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨtƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴΩΦ     

Here are some gardening chores to do when the moon is waxing 
(new moon to full moon).   

�x�� Sow seeds of plants that grow above ground. 
�x�� Apply fertilizer 
�x�� Plant evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs. 

 
And here are some jobs for when the moon is waning (full moon to  
dark side) 

�x�� Plant bulbs 
�x�� Plant crops that grow below 

the ground, such as potatoes, 
carrots  

�x�� Remove weeds as this is the 
most dormant period and will 
discourage further growth.   

�x�� Plant biennials and perennials 
because they need strong roots   

�x�� Prune shrubs ς as the moisture 
level in the soil decreases, less sap flows to the cut ends. 

 
Planting in the Dark 
I have never tried this method of gardening before, but it is such an 
ancient practice and from the research I have done, it certainly appears 
to be successful. If you try an experiment of planting some crops by the 
correct moon sign, and others by the wrong moon sign and get 
different results ς please let me know. However ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
neighbours ς Planting by the moon is not the same as in, meaning 
gardening at night, not a very safe thing to do and highly likely to be 
misinterpreted! 

 In your Garden  
Seasonal notes and tips from Maureen Lock of Designer Gardens 

Planting by the Moon  


