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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŜƭƭΚ 
THIS picture of daffodils on Dewlish Road has been specially 
ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ+ÎÁÒÐÌÏÏÆÌÉÒÐÁȱ ÒÅÖÅÒÓÅ ÐÒÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅ 
process gives a fragrance to the picture which lasts for a 
predetermined time. We expect all traces of the fragrance to 
disappear by lunchtime on Wednesday.  

Royal Oak under offer 

L ocal brewing company Hall & Woodhouse who 
are the present owners of the Royal Oak have 
confirmed that the pub is under offer and while 

no date has been given for likely completion it is 
understood this could occur by the end of March. 

Meanwhile, at a public meeting held at the village 
hall in late February, more than 40 villagers 
expressed their support for acquiring the pub on 
behalf of the community.  

The Milborne A.L.E. group, which is leading the 
effort to buy the pub on behalf of the community, 
reported that the response at the public meeting had 
ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇȢ Ȱ! ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 
people have signed pledge forms indicating how 
much they are prepared to invest in obtaining and 
ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÕÂȱȟ ÓÁÉÄ 4ÏÎÙ $ÙÅÒȟ ÃÈÁÉÒÍÁÎ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃ 
response from people willing to provide skills, 
expertise or simply a pair of hands to assist with 
ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȭÓ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ 
and to regenerate the gardens for all to enjoy in 
ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 
×ÈÁÔ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÕÂ ÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔȱȢ 

The group has written to the prospective new 
owner via the property agent, letting them know of 
the support in the village for a reopened Royal Oak . 

If anyone wishes to pledge their support, but as 
yet has not done so, please ask for a pledge form at 
the village post office or contact Geoff Hodgson on 
837472 or by email: geoff@foxpound.co.uk. 

Vi l lage Quiz Victors 

4(% ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÅÁÍ Ȱ4ÈÉÃËÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 7ÁÔÅÒȱ ÎÁÒÒÏ×ÌÙ 
ÂÅÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÒÇÏÎÁÕÔÓȱ ÉÎ Á ËÅÅÎÌÙ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ 
at the village hall.  

Spring, at last 
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Advertise with the Milborne St Andrew Reporter 
 

Distributed to over 500 homes 11 times each year 
Full page  £150.00 p.a/ £20.00 per issue 

Half page  £100.00 p.a. / £15.00 per issue 
Quarter page  £60.00 p.a. / £8.00 per issue     
Eighth page  £40.00  p.a./ £5.00 per issue 

Back page £200.00 per annum 
Community events at the Village Hall will be advertised free of charge 

Other community events at half the above rates 

reporter.ads@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
Advertisers will also be listed in the Business Directory at 

www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 14th of this month 

Your Reporter Team 
 

Debbie Bennion, Ed Frost, Sue Gould, Heather V. Hogg 
Kelvin Kinkaid, Margo Kirk, David Payne and Marion Regan. 

 
Advertising:  Margo Kirk 01258  837749 

News and Features:  Sue Gould  01258 837575 
Finance and Photography:  Heather V. Hogg  01258 837392 

General Enquiries:  Ed Frost  01258 837921 
 

Enquiries and copy to:  reporter@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
E-copy as .doc or .pub files, pictures as .jpg or .pdf files please 

Paper copy to Sue Gould at 28 Stileham Bank DT11 0LE 

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by the 21st of this month 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily  

those of the Reporter team. 

WI News from Milborne St Andrew  
March meeting  

The East Wind 
THE weather is always a good topic of conversation and our speaker 
this month did not let us down. Mr Mark Ching admits to a lifelong 
interest in the weather, fired in his childhood by stories told to him 
by his great-grandmother of the legendary Victorian blizzards of 
1881ɀ1891. He talked enthusiastically about past severe winters, 
going back as far as 1564 when the River Thames could easily freeze 
over and Frost Fairs became a popular event. Many of us were in fact 
able to recall one or more of the particularly severe winters of 1947, 
1963 and 1979 and the resultant heavy falls of snow and ice. More 
recently in 1991 the River Frome at Wareham was cold enough to 
freeze and the temperature was apparently lower than in Moscow!  
It is interesting to think that even in these days of global warming 
we can still be subject to weather of such ferocity. Pat Shipton 
thanked Mr Ching on our behalf.  

Nelda Oakes reminded us about the annual dinner on 24th April, 
many returns are already in and a seating plan is being arranged.  
Please let her know promptly if you wish to go. Suggestions were 
given for the summer outing and members voted for Whitchurch 
Silk Mill, followed by a visit to Mottisfont.   
7Å ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÅ 2ÉÔÁ (ÁÒÔ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÐÏÅÍȟ Ȭ-ÁÇÉÃȭȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ 

ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÐÏÅÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÏÕÐ 
Meeting on 26th March. It is worth a reminder that the Group 
Meeting is open to all WI members, so please bear this in mind for 
future years.   

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, 9th April, and will 
ÓÔÁÒÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ χȢρυ ÐÍȢ -ÒÓ * &ÁÎÎÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȭ3ÉÒ 
Thomas Fowle Buxton ɀ ÁÂÏÌÉÓÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÌÁÖÅÒÙȭȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÂÅ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÐÏÅÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ Ȭ4ÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍȭȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ 
come along and join us, we would love to see you.  

Pat Bull 

Wednesday Social Club 
Cider with Josie  
Josie and John Wright very kindly came to our Wednesday meeting 
at short notice. Peter Lindsley from age concern had car trouble and 
had to postpone his visit to later in the year. 

Many thanks to Josie and John, for a very interesting talk on how 
cider is made besides giving us a taste of real Scrumpy Cider. They 
showed us slides of how the good old boys produced their brew. 

A few of us went home with flushed faces and all of us enjoyed 
the afternoon.  

Next Month, First of April, A.G.M. followed by a Presentation from 
Margaret Hanniball, representing the Charity Mosaic. All welcome 
and please bring a friend 

Eve Richardson 

Giving the village a makeover 
WE have all been enjoying the daffodils which have been planted 
around the village. This was the start of an effort to make Milborne 
St. Andrew more attractive and better kept. 

The Parish Council aim to identify areas which could be tidied 
and made more attractive. Special attention will be paid to The 
Square. Hopefully, with the help of some funding, we can transform 
the appearance of the main part of our village. This is what passing 
visitors see. 

The positioning of dog bins and litter bins will be addressed to 
encourage people to keep the village tidy. 

I will get a working party together to clear scruffy areas and start 
planting. If you would be prepared to help, watch the Reporter for 
dates when we will be working. Any time given towards this project 
will be appreciated. 

Please let me know if there is a part of the village you would like 
to see tidied. 

Marion Regan (837174)  
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Horticultural Society Report for April 
Plans for the Village Show Revealed  
IN February, Horticultural Society members enjoyed a very 
interesting talk on growing vegetables and entering them in 
competitions by Rob Symes of the Dorchester Horticultural Society.  
This was followed by a Royal Horticultural Society DVD on growing 
plants in containers which should help us at our April meeting when 
we will spend the afternoon at Goulds Garden Centre planting up 
our own containers and hanging baskets. 

We did well in the Village Quiz, taking third place; the team was 
keen not to have to set the questions next year!  

Plans for the village show on September 12th are nearing 
ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏÎȢ 7Å ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÉÔ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÈÏ×ȭȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÏ 
professional judges this year, and classes will be less formal. For 
those who want to get started now there will be classes for the 
heaviest individual marrow, onion, and potato, and the longest 
individual carrot, leek, cucumber, and runner bean. 

There will also be classes for individual flowers and flower 
arrangements, collections of vegetables and fruit from your garden, 
ÁÎÄ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓ ÏÆ Ȭ-ÉÌÂÏÒÎÅ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓȭ ÁÎÄ Ȭ$ÏÒÓÅÔ #ÏÕÎÔÒÙÓÉÄÅȭȢ 
4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÌÁÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

largest sunflower head. 
We propose to have a craft exhibition of anything that you would 

like to display. The full schedule will be published in May. 
Our May meeting will be the annual Plant Sale at the village hall 

on Sunday May 10th for which members are busy growing lots of 
plants. See you there! 

John Wright 

MILTON ABBAS SURGERY 
EASTER OPENING HOURS 

 

Thursday 9th April ς Normal opening hours 

Friday 10th April ς CLOSED 

Saturday 11th April ς CLOSED 

Monday 13th April ς CLOSED 

Tuesday 14th April ς Normal opening hours 
 

HOW TO OBTAIN MEDICAL ADVICE AND HELP 

WHEN WE ARE CLOSED 
For medical advice telephone NHS direct 0845 4647 

Or visit their website at www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

For urgent medical treatment telephone the Dorset Out of 

Hours Service 0845 6001013 

If you have a medical emergency dial 999  

for the emergency service 
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THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN ,TOLPUDDLE  AND MILBORNE   WITH DEWLISH  
PART OF THE CHURCH  OF ENGLAND  IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY  

 

Vicar on the Piddle ς 2  

Sponsored Walk 2009 

Two years ago, I did a 25 mile sponsored walk entitled óVicar on the Piddleô down 
the River Piddle to raise money for St Maryôs Middle School. We raised over 
£2,000.  
 
This year we will be raising funds for Milborne St Andrewôs Church to get the ball 
rolling on our plans to: -  
¶ Put toilets & Baby Change facilities into the church including a disabled toilet  
¶ Improve disabled access around the church  
¶ Create a small fellowship area with kitchen servery  
¶ Improve the heating system.  
 
The Walk will take place on Saturday 11th April  
¶ We will start from Milborne St Andrew Church at 9:30am  
¶ We will be Walking to Charminster Parish Church (approx 12 miles)  
¶ Almost all the walk will be on footpaths and bridleways.  
¶ We hope to arrive there for a late lunch in the Church.  
 
Why Charminster?  
¶ Because Charminster Parish Church has recently installed a toilet and fellowship 

area in their church, so we can see the results of their hard work!  
¶ Because itôs a nice walk! 
 

If you would like to take part in the Sponsored Walk, please get a form from 
your church or church wardens, phone to register with Pat Tribe on 01258 
837684, get as many sponsors as you can, and turn up on the day!  

Alternatively, you can get a Sponsor form and ask people to sponsor me for the 
walk!  

Thank you for your help and support!  
 

SUNDAY SERVICES ɀ APRIL 2009 
 

THURSDAY 2nd April 

12.00 Lunch-time Communion Milborne 

5TH APRIL ς PALM SUNDAY  

9.30am Family Service Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00  Holy Communion   Puddletown 

 With Sunday Seekers & Creche 

11.00 1662 Morning Prayer Dewlish 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 9th April  

7 pm Maundy Thursday Communion  Puddletown 

7.00 Agape Supper Dewlish 

GOOD FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 

11am Good Friday Family Service Tolpuddle 

12-3pm Church open for meditation Puddletown 

2.00 Easter experience Milborne 

6.00 Good Friday Service Dewlish 

EASTER SUNDAY 12TH APRIL 

8.15am 1662 Said Communion Service Puddletown 

9.30 Easter Celebration  Tolpuddle 

9.30  Easter Festival Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Celebration Puddletown 

11.00  Family Communion Dewlish 

19TH APRIL ς EASTER 1 

9.30am Family Communion   Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Said Communion  Milborne 

11.00  1662 Morning Prayer  Puddletown 

11.00  Holy Communion  Dewlish 

4pm Milborne Easter Praise!       Milborne Church 

THURSDAY 23RD APRIL 

12.00 Lunch-time Communion Tolpuddle 

26TH APRIL ς EASTER 2 

9.30am Holy Communion   Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00  Family Communion Puddletown 

 With Crèche and Sunday Seekers 

11.00  Family Service Dewlish 

3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ ÇÅÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÏÐ 
WE have been granted a faculty for the installation of an induction 
loop and public address system and the work will be done on 26th 
March. So anyone a little hard of hearing should find it much easier 
to hear all that is said in services. This is one step towards making  
3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ ȰÕÓÅÒ-ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ 
disability. 

Our next step is to remove the front pew rail and the back pew to 
allow wheelchair access right round the church. This can be done 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÎ ÁÒÃÈÄÅÁÃÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÃÅÎÃÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ 
to be made on a temporary basis (for a maximum of 18 months). At 
the same time the pews on the north side of the church will be taken 
out and stored so that we may explore the possibilities of a more 
flexible area that can be used for worship, meetings, fellowship and 
by all age groups. This again will come under the licence as a 
temporary measure while we assess its value. 

Daphne Knight has been gift aid secretary for the Church since 
the scheme began. We are most grateful for all that she has done 
over many years, and at the last PCC meeting members expressed 

their appreciation of all her hard work. Now that she has retired 
from the post we are grateful to Ed Frost for taking on the role. 

 
! #ÅÌÔÉÃ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÁÔ Ȱ-ÉÌÂÏÒÎÅ 0ÒÁÉÓÅȱ 
On 15th March this, our informal act of worship, followed the theme 
of Celtic praise. Paul Lucas made a splendid wooden cross that was 
then covered with shoe boxes to give it width, and adults and 
youngsters alike decorated it with Celtic designs, pictures of 
Milborne and handprints. Worship songs were played and we ended 
with a circle of prayer round the cross. 

 
Agape Supper ɀ Maundy Thursday  
Please remember that numbers for this need to be in by 31st March. 
Names should be given to Eva Stockley (Tel: 837468), Pat Tribe 
(837684) or Daphne Burg (837466). For full details please see last 
ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ Reporter. We would remind people that 31st March is also 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ Ȱ,ÉÌÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÍÅÍÂÒÁÎÃÅȱȢ &ÏÒ 
ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÎÏ× 3Ô !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌÌÙ 
decorated at Easter with scented lilies donated in memory of loved 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CHURCH NOTES 

Church Cleaning ɀ w/e Saturday  
 
4th April Mary Bennett and Pat Tribe 
11th April Sue Lucas and Carolyn Martin 
18th April Margaret Hurley and Eva Stockley 
25th April Elizabeth Walker and Pat Bull 
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Church Contacts 
 

Vicar Benny Hazlehurst 01305 848216 
 Sarah Godfrey 01258 839067 
  

 Church Wardens 
Milborne St Andrew Eva Stockley  01258 837468 
 Pat Tribe 01258 837684 
Dewlish Jim Burg 01258 837466 
 Sue Britton 01258 837218 

 
www.milbornestandrewchurch.org.uk 

Easter Experience  
Holiday Club  

Good Friday April 10th  

2.30-4.30pm 

In the village hall and Church   

Come and help us make  

hot cross buns and decorate Easter 

biscuits in the hall and then follow 

the Easter trail round Church  

For further details speak to Rev Sarah Godfrey 

839067 or one of the church wardens 

ones. All those to be remembered have their names written in a 
special remembrance book that is displayed in Church. If anyone 
would like loved ones to be remembered in this way this Easter, 
please give your donation (no particular amount ɀ just whatever you 
feel like giving) and the name(s) to be remembered to Pat Tribe, 14 
"ÌÁÎÄÆÏÒÄ (ÉÌÌȟ -3!ȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÌÉÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄȢ 7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ 
guarantee one lily per name (it will depend on cost) but we can 
promise that every name will be in the book. 

 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
A reminder that this will be held in Church after the 9.30am service 
on Sunday, 26th April. Coffee/tea and cakes will be served. All who 
are on the Church Electoral Roll are eligible to attend, and are 
encouraged to do so. 

Pat Tribe and Eva Stockley 
 
 

DEWLISH CHURCH NOTES 
$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÂÏÎÎÅÔÓȦ 

 
JUST to remind you that our Spring Sale is being held on Saturday, 
4th April, starting at 10am, in the Village Hall. We shall be grateful 
for any donations to the stalls ɀ Easter Fayre, cakes and produce, 
bric-a-brac, raffle prizes, etc., and we hope to see as many as 
possible wearing their Easter bonnets! 

The Agape Supper will be held on Maundy Thursday, 9th April, at 
7pm in Dewlish Village Hall. We shall be glad to have numbers 
attending (Tel: 837466) as soon as possible as this will help with 
catering. The charge (towards food and hall rental) will be £4, and 
any surplus will be added to our Lent Lunches donations for the 
Grace Secondary School project in the Sudan. 

The All Saints Church Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Monday, 20th April, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All people on the 
Church Electoral Roll are invited to attend, and have their say about 
their hopes and concerns for our Church. 

Daphne Burg 
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Food and Wine Society 
THE recession has hit us slightly as our strength is now only 85% of 
what is was last year. However we have a broad programme to suit 
all tastes and pockets. 

By the time that this is published people along the Causeway will 
have heard the shrieks of a Murder Mystery Evening produced by 
thespianlly inclined members ɀ while the audience taste authentic 
Spanish Tapas washed down with vintage Cava Rosada and blood 
red Riojas. 

We will be celebrating the Feast of St George with a typically 
English Pudding Club Supper organized by Pat and Margaret Hurley 
ɀ look out for food and Wine members on the new outdoor multi-
gym during the coming weeks!! 

Tony Dyer 
 

VILLAGE PLAN 
A host of volunteers distributed the questionnaire at the beginning 
of March and collected them in on 20th/21st. If anyone has not had 
their copies collected (or has not yet completed them) please give 
me a call on 837061 so that I can take them from you. 

We distributed 890 adult questionnaires and 176 youth versions 
to just on 590 addresses. People seemed to be genuinely interested 
in the project and we hope to get a really high return rate. One 
village in Dorset got 84.6% return (but it was a village of only 68 
houses!). 

Once we have the forms back a team, led by Peter Anthony, will 
spend the spring and summer collating and analyzing the answers 
prior to drafting the new plan. We hope to publish some interim 
results and comments over the next few months. 

Many thanks to all who have taken part in this important step 
towards determining the future development of Milborne.  

Tony Dyer 
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Stolen 
MARY lives at The Rings, she runs a small gardening enterprise in 
Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ #ÏÔÔÁÇÅȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÏÒÎÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÕÃËÓȢ ,ÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
week before, someone came in and picked out the two rarest ducks, 
Whistling Ducks, and stole them, this is despite there being 
Appleyards and Whitecall ducks also in the enclosure. They are two 
tone brown and do not quack, they whistle. Mary thinks they were 
stolen to order, and is very upset, and also hopping mad. Why would 
anyone want to do that? To add to this, her large nursery van was 
also broken into last week, they stole two dog beds, and left the 
spare wheel propped up against the outside of her van. She has 
asked us to publish the following statement. 

To the thief who stole my two pet rare whistling ducks: 
Ȱ) ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÌÉÓÅȟ 

but I do not think for 
one minute that you 
care, how much you 
have hurt me by taking 
my ducks.  They were 
my pride and joy, I 
would ask you please 
to look after them as 
they were so special to 
me. If you have any 
conscience at all, this 
is my phone number, 
you can leave them 
somewhere for me to 
pick up, we do not 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔȢȱ 

 
Mary Swann  

01258 837639 A whistling duck, similar to those stolen 
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Sign of the Times? 
THE new road layout in the village has recently been done and we've 
now got new signs telling everyone that it's there. I passed these this 
evening wondering exactly why they had been put up and figured it was 
most likely so that the council don't get sued by someone driving over 
the kerb and damaging their wheel. Rather silly really in my opinion as 
now I suspect there's going to be even more mounting of the pavement 
since the road has now become very narrow particularly for large 
vehicles such as the Milk Tankers and Tractors. But hey at least there's 
3 more signs in the village warning that something changed. 

Other than the cost of all this work and effect on our ever increasing 
council tax I was wondering about the state we now seem to live in 
where people seem to think they have a right to sue for everything and 
anything they find inconvenient. Who is it that actually wins from all 
this. As far as I can see it's not the community it's just a handful of 
individuals that simply seem to think the world is black and white and 
that it should all suit them. 

Once upon a time people used to help one another and to talk 
amongst one another about things rather than employ some overpaid 
paper shuffler to send letters and bills to people. 

One of the things I like about living here in the countryside is that 
most of the country folk wave and smile at one another. Watch as you 
drive through the lanes surrounding the village. People pull over and 
acknowledge one another's kind thoughtfulness and we return the 
coutesey a little further along the lanes as we pass another fellow 
villager. You can immediately spot the town's folk as they usually hurtle 
right up to you and then try to squeeze past you at the narrowest point 
in the road all because they don't think about how we could pass simply 
as a team by working together. Oh another give away is that they are 
nine times out of ten driving one of those big German cars with the 
three pointed stars on the front. Why is it these people never ever pull 
over. It's a shame really as it costs much more to repair the paintwork 
on their cars than it does on an old Ford. 

Try a smile and a wave, more often it's far more effective and a lot, 
lot cheaper than letters, signs and the bonus is that you make friends 
instead of enemies too. It works right across the whole age range. It's 
particularly nice when the children of the village wave at me. There I 
bet there's quite a few older folk that didn't realise the youngsters of 
this village like to have some respect too. 

Grumpy B 

A note about money . . . and advertisements  
THE Milborne St. Andrew Reporter is distributed free of charge to 
every household in Milborne St. Andrew and quite a few households 
beyond. Each issue costs about £170 to produce and this money is 
raised by charging local businesses to advertise. We need about half 
the space in the Reporter to be used for advertisements to cover our 
costs.  

If you contact one of our advertisers, do tell them that you saw 
their advertisement in the Reporter. 


