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Upgraded Village Hall is top class venue for Upgraded Village Hall is top class venue for 

Panto and ConcertPanto and Concert  

The youngsters above (some of the 
young people involved) show their 
enthusiasm for their parts in the 
aƛƭōƻǊƴŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ tŀƴǘƻ ς Dick 
Whittington ς see pages 3 and 17. 
 
The Yetties (left) have been 
booked to perform at the party to 
celebrate the new facilities at the 
Village Hall ς see pages 2 and 16. 
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Advertise with the Milborne St Andrew Reporter 
 

Distributed to over 500 homes 11 times each year 
Full page  £175.00 p.a. / £25.00 per issue 
Half page  £125.00 p.a. / £20.00 per issue 

Quarter page  £75.00 p.a. / £10.00 per issue 
Eighth page  £50.00 p.a. / £6.00 per issue 

Back page £240.00 per annum 
Community events at the Village Hall will be advertised free of charge 

Other community events at half the above rates 

reporter.ads@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
Advertisers will also be listed in the Business Directory at 

www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 14th of this month 

Your Reporter Team 
 

Janet Allen, Ed Frost, Sue Gould,  
Heather V. Hogg, Sue Marsh, David Payne,  

Marion Regan and Ed Richards 
 

Advertising and General Enquiries: Ed Frost  01258 837921 
News and Features:  Sue Gould  01258 837575 

Finance and Photography:  Heather V. Hogg  01258 837392 
 

Enquiries and copy to:  reporter@milbornestandrew.org.uk 
E-copy as .doc or .pub files, pictures as .jpg or .pdf files please 

Paper copy to Sue Gould at 28 Stileham Bank DT11 0LE 

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by the 21st of this month 

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily  
those of the Reporter team. 

Royal British Legion  
2009 Poppy Appeal  

THE Royal British Legion (Puddletown & District Branch) would like to 
thank all those volunteer collectors, shops, other organisations and all 
those who contributed to the 2009 Poppy Appeal here in the village. 

The sum of £693.73 was collected and this will help in the work of 
the Royal British Legion in its charitable work helping ex servicemen 
and women, their families and also those who are still serving their 
country. 

The Royal British Legion is a Registered Charity No.219279. 
Michael Hopper (Member) 

Milborne Friendly Art Group 
WE have just come to the end of our 
second successful year and are 
looking forward to continuing for 

many more. The additional facilities 
adjacent to the Committee Room 
have made a big difference to us 
as we no longer have to troop 

through the main hall to get water 
for painting or making tea! We are 
having a get together at The Royal 
Oak at the end of the month to 
celebrate the New Year and to 
discuss new ideas for the coming 

year. Anyone interested in joining 
the group can contact Sue 

(837414) or Elaine (837089) 

The Yetties are coming 
THE trustees of the Village Hall have arranged an event for the 19th 
February 2010 to celebrate the completion of the Hall upgrade as a 
ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ -ÉÌÌÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ !×ÁÒÄÓ τ !ÌÌ ,ÏÔÔÅÒÙ ÇÒÁÎÔÓȢ /ÔÈÅÒ 
large scale improvements are ongoing, the Playbuilder grant of £16k 
for a Zip wire and Birdnest swing (being installed first week of 
February) and the NDDC Liveability Fund grant of £46.5k for an all-
weather Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) on the lower playing field. 

Come and join the celebrations from 6.30pm, the Yetties will be 
performing from 7.30pm. The evening will start with a short 
presentation followed by a celebration event with drinks and 
nibbles continuing with an evening of plain unadulterated fun with 
the YETTIES. Hopefully more food and drink will be laid on too (the 
village hall has applied for a licensed bar)! Bob Walter, our local MP, 
is attending and we are hoping that ITV and the press will come 
ÁÌÏÎÇȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ )46 -ÅÒÉÄÉÁÎ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ -ÉÌÌÉÏÎÓ ,ÏÔÔÅÒÙ 'ÒÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ 
started the whole ball rolling. 

Tickets are to be priced at £6 per person (a special subsidized 
price) and because of the expected demand, local residents and hall 
user groups will get first option before opening it up to the Yetties 
followers. Contact any of the trustees or check the Village Hall notice 
boards for more details. 

Richard Lock On behalf of The Village Hall Trustees  

The Village Lunch Committee is pleased to invite you to the 

FEBRUARY VILLAGE LUNCH 
To be held at the Village Hall on 

SATURDAY 27th FEBRUARY from 12.15pm  

Main Course  ::  Pudding  ::  Tea/Coffee  ::  Mints 

£5.50 per head (children £2.75) 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL! 

Tickets available from the Drop-In Centre at the Village Hall 

from Friday 5th February 

Margaret Kirk 837749 or Melva Coe 837453 

Dorset Community Transport 
Public Consultation in  
Milborne St. Andrew 

DORSET Community Transport is trying to develop a community 
transport scheme in the area ɀ particularly aimed at housebound 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 
public consultation events so as to gauge interest ɀ there is such a 
meeting due at the Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall on Wednesday 
10th February from 2.00ɀ4.00pm.  

If you would like more information, you can contact Anita Busby 
on 01305 225920 or Sue Brazier on 01305 368908. 
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Dick Whittington ς 4/5/6th February 
Young Cast Rehearsal Update 
WHEN you read this it will be only a few days before the Village 
Pantomime ɀ so hopefully you have ALL got your tickets? 

I am writing this in early January when we had snow, snow, 
snow! How are we doing? Well ɀ we still have 18 young people 
working hard every Monday evening, and from this week ɀ we will 
be joining the adults on stage. Both the adults and youngsters have 
been used to having the whole stage to themselves since October ɀ 
but from tonight there will be around 30 looking for a space to shine. 
7Å ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÃÏÓÔÕÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȠ ÔÈÅ 

Rattlings only have half of theirs; Tommy is learning to dance, sing, 
and hold her cane and top hat (all will be revealed at the Show!); the 
sailors have their mops (and no-one can stand anywhere near them 
as they swing them over their shoulders); the Hawaiian girls have 
their grass skirts; and the director is having nightmares! 

Will it work? Of course it will!! See you at the Village Hall! 
Melva Coe 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƭǳōΩǎ  
New Year Party 

ON Wednesday 13th January we had our New Year Party at The 
Royal Oak. This went with a swing, and swing was definitely the 
word. What with Sid and his plastic guitar, together with Dave and 
his blow-up saxophone. They were both swinging it away. This was 
made even funnier with their sunglasses and black wigs, that 
despite all endeavours managed to stay on their heads.  

Di gave us a first-class sing song, we all thought she was very 
ÇÏÏÄȢ 'ÏÏÄ ÏÎ ÙÏÕ $Éȟ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÒÅÁÔȢ 3ÈÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÏ 
dance, slowly people began to join in, first of all Dave and his wife 
got up, then  Sid and Melva joined them. Then they in turn got others 
up, finally we were all dancing and all in hysterics as we were all like 
sardines, there was not a lot of room! Never mind, it raised a laugh!   

Dave Andrews and Sid Coe provide backing for our singer Deanna 
 
Many thanks to the proprietors of The Royal Oak, Andy and Sarah 

for the lovely spread they put on for us. We all enjoyed it immensely.   
,ÏÏË ÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ ÏÎ Á 
motor bike. Join us, be a bit brave. Hope to see you soon. 

Eve Richardson 

Food and Wine Society 
APPLICATIONS are invited from residents of Milborne St. Andrew to 
join the Society for 2010. Contact the secretary, Helen Lord, on 
839222 for further information.  

PHOTO taken at The Royal Oak, Milborne St. Andrew which is our 
production sponsor for this show. Picture contains some but not all 
of the principal characters but includes King Rat, Roy Sach, Jon 
Riddle as Sarah ɀ the Dame, Alice Brock as Dick and Sally Potter as 
Fairy Bowbells.  

Tickets are on sale at Londis MStA or via Sid Coe 01258 837453. 
Caroline Nobbs Milborne Players 

Gardening Club Report 
THE new committee hopes that we can stimulate more activities 
during the coming year and encourage more new members to join.  
Now is an excellent time to join with a full season of talks and events 
ahead of us. Programmes will be available at our meetings in the 
Village Hall on the fourth Thursday of each month ɀ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ 
existing members to renew their annual subscriptions (£10 per 
person). 

Our next meeting will be on 28th January when David Smith from 
the National Trust will talk about the restoration of Kingston Lacy 
park and gardens, and then on 25th February Jenny Short will give a 
talk on ponds and water features.         John Wright 

Welcome to the Reporter Team 
WE have persuaded Janet Allen to join our team! Janet is Alison Riddleôs 

Mum (the village hall booking secretary), and moved to the village last 

year. Her claim to fame since living here may be that her fence blew down 

into Milton Road, along with Lin Chatfieldôs in the óbig gustô at the end of 

last year. Janet was involved with the printing industry before retiring, 

and it is great to bring her experience into the running of the Reporter. 
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THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN ,TOLPUDDLE  AND MILBORNE  WITH DEWLISH  

PART OF THE CHURCH  OF ENGLAND  IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY  

Dear Friends  
Remembering our own Mortality  
With life expectancy at an all time high, and new medical treatments being 
developed every year, it can be easy to fall into the trap of pretending that we will 
live for ever.  

Eternal life is, of course what the Christian Faith offers to all who believe in 
Jesus Christ ï but it is eternal life with God in heaven, not here on earth.  

Of course we never want to lose our loved ones, and a part of us wants to 
pretend that they will always be there with us, but death of course, is one of the 
only two things in life that we can be absolutely certain of. The other certainty, 
according to the saying, is taxes, and they both have one other thing in common ï 
ignoring their existence, or putting off thinking about them will catch up with us all 
one day.   

Jesus told the story of the successful farmer who had bumper crops and built his 
barns bigger to store his grain, before settling back to enjoy his riches. ñYou fool,ò 
Jesus said. ñTonight you must surrender your life ï who will get your riches 
now?ò (Luke 12:13ï21.) Jesus was not, of course speaking against successful 
farmers, but against an attitude which places all our focus and energy on acquiring 
riches for here and now, with no thought of preparing for eternity.  

And so at the beginning of Lent each year, we are reminded fair and square, 
that we will all have to face death one day. On Ash Wednesday, last yearôs Palm 
Crosses are burnt and the ashes are used in an ancient ceremony as the sign of the 
cross is painted on the forehead of each participant with the words,  
ñRemember that you are mortal, from dust you come, and to dust you shall returnò. 
The point the ceremony is making, is that if we are to properly prepare for the 
future, we also need to bear in mind our own mortality, and prepare our hearts 
and souls for the day we will meet God face to face.   

The purpose of remembering our own mortality, is not to make us morbidly 
depressed. (Indeed the next section of Luke chapter 12 is usually entitled ñDonôt 
worry!ò) but it does remind us that there is more to life than that which we gather 
here and now.  
Jesusôs words, as always, put it most succinctly . . . 

9ñDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break in and steal.   
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

(Matthew 6:19 - 21)  
Our Ash Wednesday Communion Service will be in  

Milborne Church on 17th February at 7.00pm. All are welcome.  
Yours in Christ  
 
 
 
Peace in the Middle East?  
On Thursday 4th February we are delighted to welcome a Speaker from Canon 
Andrew Whiteôs organisation promoting peace and reconciliation in the Middle East. 
Many of you will have heard of Canon Andrew Whiteôs work in Iraq and Israel 

striving for peace and reconciliation. He is affectionately know as the ñVicar of 
Baghdadò because he leads the Anglican Church of St. George in that city, which 
provides medical, as well as spiritual, care for Iraqis of all faiths, as well as having a 
congregation of several thousand people.  

Andrew White and his organisation FRRME (The Foundation for Relief and 
Reconciliation in the Middle East) work with faith leaders of all major faiths in the 
region to promote peace and justice, and for the release of hostages.   

We supported FRRME with the money raised from Puddletown Lent Lunches 
last year, and are delighted to welcome Peter Marsden, Andrewôs Director of 
Operations, to speak to us. Everyone is Welcome!  

Thursday 4th February ï 7.30pm in the Church Room, Puddletown  
For more information see their website: www.frrme.org  

Church Contacts 
Vicar      Benny Hazlehurst       01305 848216 
Associate Priest Sarah Godfrey 01258 839067 

 
Church Wardens 

Milborne St. Andrew 
 Eva Stockley  01258 837468 
 Pat Tribe  01258 837684 

Dewlish 
 Jim Burg  01258 837466 
 Sue Britton  01258 837218 

www.milbornestandrewchurch.org.uk 

CHURCH SERVICES 
January/Febrary 2010  

 

31st JANUARY ς Candelmas 
11.00am Benefice Communion Puddletown 

 With Creche and Sunday Seekers 

 Guest Preacher ς Robin Watson from Sudan 

 

THURSDAY 4th FEBRUARY 
12.00 Lunch-time Communion Milborne 

 

7th FEBRUARY ς Second Sunday before Lent  
9.30am  Family Communion Milborne 

11.00 Holy Communion Puddletown 

 With Sunday Seekers and Crèche 

11.00 1662 Morning Prayer Dewlish 

4.00pm Tolpuddle Praise! Tolpuddle  

  Village Hall 

 

THURSDAY 11th FEBRUARY 
12.00 Lunch-time Communion Puddletown 

 

14th FEBRUARY ς The Sunday before Lent 
8.15am 1662 said Communion Service Puddletown 

9.30 1662 Morning Prayer Tolpuddle 

9.30  Parish Communion  Milborne 

11.00  Family Service Puddletown 

  1st School 

11.00  Family Communion Dewlish 

 

17th FEBRUARY ς Ash Wednesday  
7.00pm Benefice Service Milborne 

 

21st FEBRUARY ς Lent 1 
9.30am Family Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Said Communion Milborne 

11.00  1662 Morning Prayer Puddletown 

11.00  Holy Communion  Dewlish 

4.00pm Milborne Praise! Milborne  

  Village Hall 

 

THURSDAY 25th FEBRUARY 
12.00 Lunch-time Communion Tolpuddle 

 

28th FEBRUARY ς Lent 2 
9.30am Holy Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30  1662 Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00  Family Communion Puddletown 

 With Crèche and Sunday Seekers 

11.00  Family Service Dewlish 

 

Also: Every Tuesday in Lent 
7pm Compline Milborne 

Every Thursday in Lent 
6pm Evening Prayer  Dewlish 
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A Christmas all aglow  
34Ȣ !.$2%7ȭ3 ÈÅÌÄ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 
period. The church was packed for the Christingle service on 
Sunday, 20th December, which also included the Blessing of the Crib 
and the opening of the Christmas Tree Festival. Because there was 
some concern about the proximity of live candles to so many trees 
the Christingle oranges were topped with glow sticks which the 
children much enjoyed. Many thanks to Lin Chatfield and Jill 
McSavage for making the Christingles. As a result of this service, we 
ÈÁÖÅ ΖψχȢυτ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ  

The Christmas Eve Midnight Mass attracted the same number 
(roughly 50) in the congregation as last year and this was also true 
of the Family Service on Christmas morning when 45 attended.  
#ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÃÙ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ɉÇÒÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÌÏÒÒÉÅÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ ÕÐ 
Church Hill!), this was quite an achievement. We are very grateful to 
Louise McNair for playing the organ for the Christmas services. 

The Benefice Carol Service on Sunday, 27th December, was not 
particularly well attended (possibly many people had gone away) 
but those who came sang heartily to Jenny's organ-playing and the 
service was beautifully led by Jim Burg. Thanks are due to Jenny and 
Jim and to all those who read the lessons so well. 

 
Ȭ!ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȭ 4ÒÅÅ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ 
There were 21 Christmas trees in church representing the following 
countries: 
!ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎ ɉÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ -3! 9ÏÕÔÈ #ÌÕÂɊȟ &ÒÁÎÃÅ ɉ3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 

#ÈÕÒÃÈȟ 0ÕÄÄÌÅÔÏ×ÎɊȟ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙ ɉ3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ 4ÏÌÐÕÄÄÌÅɊȟ 5Ȣ3Ȣ!Ȣ 
(MSA Food and Wine Society), Lapland (All Saints Church, Dewlish), 
Ireland (The Royal Oak, Milborne), India (MSA Gardening Club), 
Iceland (Milborne Sewing Group), Israel (Milborne Football Club), 
Scotland (POPP Drop-in), Wales (MSA Parish Council), Botswana 
ɉ-ÉÌÔÏÎ !ÂÂÁÓ 3ÕÒÇÅÒÙ 00'Ɋȟ -ÉÌÂÏÒÎÅ 3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ× ɉ3ÔȢ !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ 
Church), China (MSA W.I.), Canada (MSA Scout Group), Mexico (MSA 
Wednesday Club), Australia (Crossways Archers), Africa (MSA 
Ladybirds Playgroup), Spain (Milborne First School), Hong Kong (St. 
!ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ 0##Ɋ ÁÎÄ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄ ɉ-ÉÌÂÏÒÎÅ "ÅÌÌ-ringers). 

We would like to thank everyone who participated in the festival; 
it made a great show in church and proved once again to be a very 
good community project. The weather made it very difficult during 
the first few days for some people to get to the church. This was a 
pity as they missed out on a great display. A DVD is going to be 
available soon which people can borrow. Please ring Eva (837468) if 
you are interested. 

4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ Ζςππ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȰÆÌÕÓÈ ÆÕÎÄȱ 
towards getting toilet and kitchen facilities in church. Thank you to 
all who gave donations. Special thanks to Benny, Sarah and Jim Burg 
for taking our Christmas Services which were well attended, to 
Louise for helping with the music, Mike Mullett for providing extra 
lighting up to the church and Mr Hooper for making parking 
available. Thank you, too, to the many people who helped to provide 
a very welcome cup of coffee/tea and mince pies in such cold 
weather.  

 
The rustle of tiny sheep  
Now that Christmas is over, the knitted Nativity set has been packed 
away until next year. However, it lacks some of its pieces ɀ it is five 
sheep short! If anyone has inadvertently become a sheep rustler and 
finds they have a small woolly sheep lurking somewhere in their 
house, could they please return it to Pat at 14 Blandford Hill (Tel: 
837684) so that it can be re-united with the flock. 

Compline dates for Lent  
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 17th February, when there will be a 
Communion service for the whole benefice in Milborne Church at 
7.00pm. Thereafter, there will be a short service of Compline in St. 
!ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÔ χȢππÐÍ ÅÖÅÒÙ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÉÎ ,ÅÎÔ ɉÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ (ÏÌÙ 
Week) i.e. on 23rd February, 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd March. 
Compline is a late evening service lasting about 20 minutes and all 
are very welcome. 

Eva Stockley and Pat Tribe (Churchwardens) 
 

DEWLISH CHURCH NOTES 
Carol Service went with a swing  
OUR BUSY December began with the Christmas Bazaar which raised 
£431.82 for church funds. It was lovely to see so many people there. 
Thank you to all who manned stalls and gave so generously. 

The Carol Service was also well attended despite the icy 
conditions on the roads. We were so pleased to see our friends, Nell 
and Alan Gregory, back with us and they joined other members of 
the Memory Lane Swing Band to play for us once again. A very big 
ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȱ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ɀ we are so lucky to have such talented musicians. 
The children performed beautifully, our young people read so well 
and the Ladies Group (albeit depleted in number) sang very well! 
(but I AM biased!) We must also thank Jim for arranging everything 
and keeping such a level head when various problems arose! Well 
done to Ed and Adam, too, for organising the sound system.  

Although the weather was icy and cold, a large group of us had a 
very enjoyable time singing carols round the village. We thank Joan 
and Stanley, Hayley and Andrew, and Dianne and John at The Oak, 
for providing us with such delicious refreshments. People were very 
generous and we raised £207.25 (including a special donation) for 
Shelter. The Carol Service collection amounted to £152.63 and was 
ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ /Î #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ $ÁÙ "ÅÃËÙ ×ÁÓ ÏÕÒ 
musician and played the clarinet for us. We loved your performance 
of The Snowman, Becky. Thank you so much. 

Daphne Burg 

MILBORNE ST. ANDREW CHURCH NOTES 

100 CLUB WINNERS 

Draw Date ς Monday 21st December 2009 

1st prize £100 Sid Coe 

2nd prize £50 Pete Jackson 

3rd prize £22 Karen Park 

Draw Date ς Tuesday 26th January 2010 

1st prize £100 Joe Perry 

2nd prize £50 Pat Shipton 

3rd prize £24 Mary Bennett 

Drawn approximately every 5 weeks 

The next draw is at 8.00pm, in The Royal Oak,  

on Monday 1st March 2010 

Anyone is welcome to attend 

New members always welcome 
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TO THE REPORTER 
November Storm Damage ðUpdate  
Dear Editor  
Perhaps you could let everyone know the 
answer to the question, will the wall be 
rebuilt or wonôt it? Yes it will be. At last 
my Insurance Company has agreed to pay 
for the brickwork to be replaced. It has 
been quite a worry these last few weeks 
and taken several phone calls, a visit to 
the Citizens Advice Bureau, a letter and a 
visit from the assessor. The C.A.B. were 
very helpful and gave me a list of 
procedures to follow. The first was to 
write a letter enclosing pictures of the 
storm damage and asking them to review 
the claim, also ask for an assessor to 
come and inspect things. Thankfully this 
was enough to get a result and I didnôt 
have to follow step two (the Complaintôs 
Department). I have been grateful for all 
the support from everyone and suggest 
you all check your policy cover for storm 
damage and if you do have to make a 
claim donôt be brushed off with the first 
no you get.  
Lin Chatfield  
 
Relocating the west - bound bus stop  
So the Parish Councillors want to know 
from ñthe Readerò what to do about the 
outcome of the Parish Plan.  
May I be so bold as to be óthat readerô 

or maybe even one of a handful of óthe 
readersô who responds. Either way I fail 
to see how this random sample to a 
question such as, quote; ñWe need reasons 
why it should ï or should not -  be 
movedò can outweigh the findings of a 
properly validated and detailed Parish 
Plan questionnaire encompassing the 
whole village with a very impressive 
return rate.  

What a complete and utter waste of 
time and effort, credibility seems to have 
gone completely out of the window.  

Quite clearly the answer is, WHY are 
you asking the question?  
1.  go with the findings of the Parish 
Plan survey and move the bus stop to the 
layby on the Blandford Hill; 68% of those 
that responded wanted it there.  
2.  have the courage and the leadership 
to sign up to the outcome of the Parish 
Plan and to use it as the blueprint for 
your service plan and your mandate to 

operate as a Parish Council for the good 
of the community. (after all that is what 
the introduction on the 1st page of the 
questionnaire led the community to 
believe you would do!).  
3.  are we to have a series of these óask 
the readerô surveys every time something 
comes up that is not to the personal 
liking of the councillors? If so, we óthe 
readerô will have to get ready for a whole 
lot more. I can think of at least three 
without too much thought at all.  

If you believe what is written, the 
Parish Council signed up to the 
questionnaire and the Parish Plan on the 
basis that it was supposed to find out the 
future needs of the people of Milborne St. 
Andrew and it was hoped that the 
resulting Milborne St. Andrew master 
action plan might help us get them a bit 
quicker. Lofty but hollow words it seems, 
because on the first occasion it was put to 
the test óother considerationsô must have 
influenced the minds of the councillors 
over the will of those they were elected to 
serve and who voted them in to office.  

I suppose, if you ask a question enough 
times óoneô can eventually get the answer 
óoneô wanted in the 1st place. 

In nautical terms it seems that the 
Parish Plan has been sunk before leaving 
dry dock.  
Richard Lock, Parish Plan team member  
 
Proposal to move bus stop  
In response to Councillor Andrewsô 
proposal: The relocation for the West 
bound bus stop to the lay - by adjacent to 
the telephone exchange. I fail to see how a 
two hourly bus service would improve the 
flow of traffic.  

Do any of the 68% in favour of the 
removal of the bus stop ever use the bus?  

There are a number of elderly 
residents in the village. Most of who 
would automatically want to cross 
opposite the new bus stop. They would 
then have to cope with traffic coming 
down the hill, some motorists ignore the 
speed limit thus making it not only 
dangerous for crossing but VERY 
uncomfortable and draughty standing 
there waiting for the bus, please give 
them some thought as the bus is NOT 
always on time!!!  

At the present bus stop traffic has to 
slow down to take the double bend.  
Yours sincerely  
Bus User, Name and address withheld  
 
WI Computer skills  
Dear Editor  
With reference to ñcomputers availableò 
on page 2 of the last Reporter; the WI 
was disappointed to read your comments 
about our lack of computer skills. At least 
80% of our members are computer 
literate and use their skills in every 
activity in which they take part. All our 

business is conducted using computers ï 
our minutes, agendas and our finance. 
The yearôs programme is devised and 
printed using these skills, our visit to 
Ascot was shared with members through 
a PowerPoint presentation and an 
anthology of our art and writing was 
wholly produced the modern way two 
years ago. This surely demonstrates that 
we are living in the modern world and 
yes, we are trying to change our image, 
as you rightly say, but what a pity that 
you had to include the patronising 
comment about jam at the end!  
Yours the WI committee.  
 
Congratulations to the Youth Club  
Dear Reporter  
Visiting the recent successful Christmas 
Tree Festival at St. Andrewôs Church it 
was most interesting to see how the 
many village organizations who took part 
had interpreted the theme of óChristmas 
around the World.ô However I was 
particularly impressed, as I am sure were 
many others, with the tree contributed 
by the Youth Club which represented 
Afghanistan. Not only was it by far the 
best decorated, with a real impact, but 
the sincere sentiments and wishes 
expressed upon the medallions hung 
among the yellow ribbons were very 
moving and did the young people great 
credit.  

Criticism is often directed towards the 
young of the village, but they and their 
Leader, Sallie Maitland - Gleed are to be 
congratulated on such an attractive and 
meaningful contribution.  

If this is indicative of the future 
generation in this village then we are 
indeed fortunate.  
Sally Dyer  
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Sixty-five Years Young 
¢IL{ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ aƛƭōƻǊƴŜΩǎ ²ΦLΦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ƛǘ срǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
a good time to review how far the W.I. has travelled since 1945, what it 
means to members and where it is going in the future. We talked to 
Heather Hogg, the current President and also the longest serving 

member who joined 40 years 
ago this year, when she was a 
very young mother. Newly 
arrived in the village and 
feeling homesick. A neighbour 
took her to her first W.I. 
meeting and within weeks she 
was part of a circle of young 
women with children who 
formed a key group of 
members. 

She remembers with great 
warmth the army of volunteers 
who turned up to help her with 
her chores after she had 
surgery; she recalls hilarious 
birthday parties with dressing 
up and silly games, singing in a 
choir, visiting the American 
Museum in Bath days before 

ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜΣ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƳǇƛƴƎ 
ŎƻŀŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘΦ [ǳŎƪƛƭȅ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƘŀŘ 
occurred, doubtless the W.I. would have coped. Over the years she has 
been involved in a crochet and knitting circle, played skittles, gone on 
numerous outings, learned about chairmaking and French polishing at 
Denman, the W.I. college, and served as a committee member, 
treasurer and president many times. The changes of lifestyle which 
have happened in those forty 
years mean that W.I. is 
noticeably different now. The 
age profile has changed ς ƛǘΩǎ 
a rare young mother who 
now joins ς and members 
seem to have less time to 
spare for activities. Our W.I. is 
badly in need of new 
members and new ideas. If 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǎƘŜ ŦŜŀǊǎ 
there may be no W.I. in the 
village to celebrate her 50 
year membership in 2020. 
Heather still enjoys the 
fellowship and fun she came 
looking for, and has found 
ample scope to use her 
considerable photographic 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ΦLΦΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ {ƘŜ ǳǊƎŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ 
any age to come and be surprised by what is on offer. 

Linda Wright, who joined last year, like Heather was newly arrived 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΦ !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άWŀƳ ŀƴŘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳέ 
image, she was delighted to find like minds in the W.I. Book Club and 
through membership of the committee. As someone not particularly 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŀŦǘǎΣ [ƛƴŘŀ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ΦLΦΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ 
involvement in campaigning and feels that the general public are not 
aware enough of the work done for such varied causes as honey bees, 
trafficked women and public loos! She feels the W.I. could be more 
actively involved in community life and welcomes ideas about how to 
make this happen. She is the mover behind our Chocolate Extravaganza 
on 20th February, when we hope lots of people will come to meet us. 
But Linda, too, feels there is a danger of a slow, local decline if more 
keen and energetic women are not recruited to take over from present 
members and help the W.I. remain a thriving important and relevant 
part of village life. 

¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ  
Mrs Kellaway 

¢Ƙƛǎ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ±Φ IƻƎƎ 

¢ƘŜ ²L ŀƴŘ ά!ǳƴǘƛŜέ  
two great institutions! 

.Å×Ó ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 7)ȭÓ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 
THE Christmas tree in the church representing China had looked 
splendid at the festival and those who had decorated it were 
thanked. The next pub lunch is Thursday 21st January, just come 
along at 1.00pm. There is a Burns luncheon on 25th January at 
Fordington and a march and rally in London on 6th March to 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙȢ /ÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ 
place on Friday 23rd April. Recipes are needed for the Chocolate 
Extravaganza on the 20th February. This will be a village event  
2.00ɀ4.00pm for all the family and everyone who loves chocolate! 

After the business meeting we were joined by a large number of 
visitors for what turned out to be a hilarious talk by Peter Dunkley 
Ȱ-Ù ,ÉÆÅ ×ÉÔÈ !ÕÎÔÉÅȱȢ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÈÁÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ""# ÆÏÒ σς ÙÅÁÒÓ 
and took us on an enjoyable journey through the history of the 
corporation starting in 1922 when it was then the British 
Broadcasting Company. In those days you only got three hours of 
ÒÁÄÉÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÃÅÎÃÅ ÆÅÅ ÏÆ ρπ ÓÈÉÌÌÉÎÇÓ ɉÔÈÁÔȭÓ υπÐ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ 
ÙÏÕÎÇÓÔÅÒÓȦɊȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÅÍÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÒÁÄÉÏ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ  
George V and from then on he was an avid listener. His first job on 
ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ""# ×ÁÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÌÆÒÅÄ 0ÉÃËÌÅÓ ÓÈÏ× Ȱ(ÁÖÅ Á 'Ïȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ 
went on as a programme maker to begin schools programmes, Open 
University, Russian language learning and one that he is particularly 
ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆ Ȱ3ÅÅ (ÅÁÒȱ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÁÆ ÖÉÅ×ÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÕÎÎÙ ÁÎÅÃÄÏÔÅÓ ÃÁÍÅ 
thick and fast and the audience loved it. The funniest and most 
entertaining talk the WI has had for years! 
/ÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ρρÔÈ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Ȱ#ÈÁÒÌÅÓ 

Dickens ɀ ÍÁÎȟ ÍÙÔÈ ÏÒ ÍÙÓÔÅÒÙȩȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÓÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ 
partners, husbands, friends at 8.00pm. There will also be cake to 
celebrate our 65th birthday! 

Linda Wright 
 

CHOCOLATE 

EXTRAVAGANZA!  

SATURDAY 20th FEBRUARY  

THE VILLAGE HALL  

2.00ð4.00pm 

TASTINGS, ITEMS FOR SALE, 

RAFFLE, QUIZ, ETC  

ALL BASED ON CHOCOLATE  

PART OF THE 65th CELEBRATIONS OF MILBORNE WI  
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