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Disclaimer

THE views expressed in the Reporter are not necessarily those of the
editorial team. Also, please be aware that articles and photographs
printed in the Reporter will be posted on our website and so are
available for anyone to access.

The Reporter is not responsible for the content of any
advertisement or material on websites advertised within this
magazine.

Please note
Please ensure that your anti-virus software is up to date before
e-mailing. Copy should be sent as a Word (or other text file) and do
not embed pictures, logos, etc. into the document. Photos should be
sent as separate .jpeg files. Do not send articles by .pdf. All these
things may seem small to you but it does make all the difference in
time saved later.

Milton Abbas and Milborne St.
Andrew Surgery news

The Primary Care Commissioning Strategy

SOME of you will be aware that Dorset Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) has published a draft Primary Care Commissioning
Strategy (PCCS) which sets out proposals for the future of General
Practice in Dorset. http://www.dorsetccg.nhs.uk/aboutus/primary-
care-strategy.htm

Of significant concern to many is the implication that patients will
have their care delivered from larger sites and that smaller, local GP
Practices may be closed. Please be assured that this is not a ‘done
deal’ and although the national agenda is focused on ‘delivery at
scale’, we know this will not work for rural communities like ours
where transport issues are significant.

Please do not be concerned about there being changes to where
you access your care. We are looking at local solutions that, rather
than adopting ‘one size fits all’, focus on what we collectively want
our local health care services to look like and how GP Practices can
meet the challenges of delivering modern models of care.

Christmas and New Year

Milton Abbas and Milborne St. Andrew Surgery will be closed over
Christmas and New Year on 25th, 26th and 27th December and 1st
and 2nd January, please call 111 if you require medical help during
this time or 999 for emergencies only.

Please make sure you have sufficient repeat medications for the
Christmas and New Year period. Note that there will be no deliveries
of medication to the local shops on 26th December or 2nd January. If
you have any questions please speak to the dispensary who will be
able to help.

With best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year
from everyone at the Surgery.

Gillian Brindle MBA, B.Ed (Hons), Cert QSB.
Practice Business Manager

The Reporter Team would like to wish all our
readgrs, distributors, advertisers and
contributors a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

Segnd in your articlgs and pictures for

publication in thg January magazing to

msa.rgportgr@yahoo.co.uk before the
11th Peeember.

Advertise with the Milborne St. Andrew Reporter

Distributed to approximately 500 homes 11 times each year

Full page £200.00 p.a. / £40.00 per issue
Half page £140.00 p.a. / £25.00 per issue
Quarter page £75.00 p.a. / £13.00 per issue
Eighth page £50.00 p.a. / £7.00 per issue
Back page £375.00 per annum

Community events at the village hall, half page or less free of charge, other
community events at half the above rates for half page or less, all subject to availability.

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 11th of the month

msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk

Advertisers will also be listed in the Business Directory at

www.milbornestandrew.org.uk

Your Reporter Team

Janet Allen, Linda Constant, Pete Constant,
Carole Fornachon, Heather V. Hogg, David Payne, Ed Richards,
Susan Wilson, John and Josie Wright

Advertising: Ed Richards 01258 837907
Advertising renewals: Pete Constant 01258 839246 (daytime)
Distribution: Janet Allen 01258 837551
General enquiries, news and features: see any of the team
Treasurer and photography: Heather V. Hogg 01258 837392

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by the 11th December
Enquiries and copy to: msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
E-copy as .doc or .pub files, pictures as .jpg files please.

Paper copy to any of the team
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Christmas cheer from the
Village Hall Committee

THERE is still time to book the hall for your Christmas or New Year
party, so get on line or phone. The hall is decorated and waiting to
be filled with fun, laughter and entertainment.

This is the time of year to thank all the volunteers who help to
keep the hall and the fields running and in a good condition. The
committee not only give their time in the management and running
of the hall but give a lot of their time in practical ways as well; this
ranges from repairs, replacing damaged items, gardening,
decorating, cleaning, advertising events, running the bar, organising
and running events, etc., etc.

Thanks as well to those people who come to help when we have
‘working parties’; for those who keep an eye on the building and
grounds, maintain the planter, fix small problems as they arise and
so many other things that we don’t even know about.

And finally thanks to those clubs and individuals who hire the
hall, without that income the hall’s finances would not be viable and
the hall would have to close.

We hope 2017 will be a successful year with more people hiring
the hall and attending the events such as the films, Arts Reach
shows, etc. The Sensory Meadows including the cycle track, funded
by the People’s Lottery Trusts, are slowly being developed for all to
enjoy and hopefully, thanks to the Tesco grant, we can start
refurbishing the children’s play area.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and New Year from the Village
Hall Committee.

Plague and disease at the
History Group

AT the November meeting José and Harry did a double act in
sharing their research about ‘Medicine Through Time’. Their talk
outlined the progress of treatments from early times to now. They
told us about how archaeological evidence shows that people were
affected by diseases such as TB and how the primitive people did
use some methods of surgery and herbal medicines; they then
talked, amongst other things, about introduction of legislation, the
development of hospitals and treatments to explain how modern
methods and treatments have evolved.

José and Harry also told us about how the Black Death affected
Dorset, how the Fordington Cholera of 1854 was managed and how
poor farmer Benjamin Jesty discovered a way to inoculate against
smallpox long before Dr Edward Jenner was credited with the
discovery of a vaccination.

The talk prompted a lot of discussion and conversation. Thanks
to Harry and José for all their hard work.

There will be no meeting in December with the next meeting on
11th January when Linda will give a talk on Education including that
in Milborne referencing the old Milborne St. Andrew School
logbook. You may even recognise an ancestor of yours who used to
get into trouble.

All are welcome to come along to meetings in The Royal Oak
starting at 7.30pm; these are held every second Wednesday of the
month unless otherwise stated. Pam Shults

Raunting monments from
the Sports Llub Halloween
Spook Night

THERE they all gathered; purple hair, stitched limbs, ghastly
spectres with luminous fingers and teeth. No earthly game of
footie was played that night. They feasted on bloody burgers
and severed limbs. They swayed to zombie rhythms wreathed in

Village Lunch Annual General Meeting
12.15pm on Monday 9th January 2017
Everyone welcome to attend.

sulphurous fumes. Gothic horrors surrounded with dark auras
and acid green light, freshly risen ghouls from the deep.
Vampires roamed the
green  uttering  their
ghoulish cries searching
for victims. Giant spiders
climbed the walls and
disembodied eyeballs
gazed unblinking as the
undead gave thanks to
Leanne, Julianne, Hayley
and Richard for their
resurrection.

Your intrepid reporter
escaped the talon sharp
grip of a miniature
zombie whilst searching
feverishly for her cloves
of garlic.

Carole Fornachon
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PN.GRAY

ELECTRICAL LIMITED

AGRICULTURAL — DOMESTIC
INDUSTRIAL - COMMERICAL INSTALLATIONS
ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS
VAT NO: 185-883-509

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN FROM
INSTALLATIONS TO MINOR WORKS
INSPECTION AND TESTING
REWIRING AND MAINTENANCE

GIVE US A CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGTATION
QUOTATION OR JUST SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE

Tel: 01258-837354
Mobile: 07774-838851
Email: pngrayelectrical@btinternet.com
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Putting us in the picture
at the November WI

WITH Christmas now very much on the agenda, June has been busy
organising our Christmas lunch for Friday 6th January 2017 at The
Royal Oak, 12.30pm for 1.00pm. Forms are available with menu
choices and we are asked to complete and bring these along to our
next meeting. A small group of willing helpers are busy arranging
December’s Christmas entertainment, in which we are warned we
are all to take part - so nothing too extreme we hope . . . Instead of
distributing presents, we will repeat last year’s successful
contribution to a charity, which this time will be the Women’s
Refuge in Dorchester. Also, don’t forget Christmas cards for
distribution.

Next March will mark the centenary of the formation of the
Dorset Federation of the NFWI, with various events being organised
throughout the year. We understand that one of the proposed
events involves a pier-to-shore zip wire in Bournemouth. It is
hoped 100 ladies will sign up to take part. We have until March to
consider this!

At our recent Bookends meeting, Shirley reported lively
feedback for John Banville’s The Sea, a mysterious and beautiful
novel, which she described as something of a ‘Marmite’ book,
loved by some and hated by others. Our new book The Slap by
Christos Tsiolkas promises to be a controversial read. To
counteract all this projected excitement, we are to meet at Carol’s
for our December meeting, where we are promised Christmas fare
and mulled wine!

Our skittles team have now won three of their seven matches and
are delighted with this. One more to go, so we keep our fingers
crossed for their success.

No introduction was really needed for Dot Karley, a friend to
many of us, who had come along to share some of her creative
talents. Well known as a local artist, Dot had brought along paper

and a variety of water soluble crayons and pencils. Using pencils
first it was possible to draw outlines and then add water to produce
a watercolour painting. She demonstrated possible finishes with
three beautiful paintings of her own, ranging from a delicate to a
bold finish. Volunteers were keen to have a go and made good use of
the materials and expertise provided. We completed the evening’s
artistic bent by using our social time to play a form of ‘Pictionary’,
the results of which reduced some to hysterics ... We hope that our
two visitors, Lesley and Anne, enjoyed their evening with us and will
come again.

Many congratulations to our President, Jenny Preston, who
has been elected County Vice-Chairman. Well done Jenny, much
deserved!

This month’s meeting will celebrate Christmas on Thursday 8th
December. We look forward to an enjoyable and seasonal time.

Pat Bull

Holidays4Heroes at Wednesday Club

ON Wednesday 2nd November Susan Wilson came to talk to the
Wednesday Club about the work of Holidays4Heroes. It has no
connection with the large charity, Help for Heroes, which we were
surprised to learn is only able to help servicemen and women from
the Afghanistan conflict.

Holidays4Heroes receives no outside funding and depends
entirely on donations and offers of assistance from the general
public.

Serious injuries of, or the death of a serviceman or woman affects
the families severely and at a time when a break is most needed it is
far away from being a priority and within a faster timescale. For
those injured in military operations and their families and the
bereaved, Holidays4Heroes steps in and offers to provide a break
away from it all. They raise funds to cover flights, transfers,
insurance and even some spending money. They work with the
expatriate and holiday community and obtain large discounts or
even free holidays given out of kindness. They also work with
Regimental family support and welfare officers to identify suitable
cases and sort out all the administration.

In addition they provide a unique niche capability in the welfare
arena providing immediate respite accommodation and assistance
before the established charities are able to take over. Activities are
varied and include such things as getting homeless veterans off the
streets, helping with job applications and buying back medals that
have been sold due to financial crisis.

Susan brought with her six teddy bears that are part of a ‘troop’
that have been extremely useful in raising funds. They were dressed
in various military uniforms and have travelled all over the world
collecting money. Some have even been on active service to places
such as Afghanistan.

The club was able to give Susan £50 for their funds as well as us
all putting our loose change into the collection box! Susan gave us
some goodies from the Holidays4Heroes collection for our next
raffle. We would like to thank her for such an informative and
interesting talk.

Our next meeting will be the Christmas Lunch at The Milton Arms
on Wednesday 7th December. The January meeting is on
Wednesday 4th January in the Village Hall at 2.00pm when there
will be games and sandwiches, cakes, etc. Lis Watts

Deadline for the January 2017 Reporter is
11th December. All copy must be sent via
the Reporter e-mail at
msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
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BERE REGIS MOT
& SERVICE CENTRE
TEL: 01929 472205

MOTs
(No Re-test fee within 10 working days)

SERVICING

REPAIRS

BRAKES
EXHAUSTS
COMPUTERISED DIAGNOSTICS
LATEST EQUIPMENT FOR MOST MAKES
AND MODELS
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
IN THE MOTOR TRADE
COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

Proprietor: Bill Greer

Unit 1 Townsend Business Park
Bere Regis, BH20 7LA

(At rear of Shell Service Station)
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A New Year, a new you,
with a little help from
food labelling

COME the 1st January 2017, after the excitement and excesses of
Christmas and all of that wonderful food; chocolates, cakes, turkey,
Brussel sprouts! Many of you will be making your New Year’s
Resolutions, one of which may be to ‘go on a diet’ or ‘eat more
healthily’.

Changes in the requirements for food labels policed by Dorset
Trading Standards that come into force this month may help you meet
your goals.

From 13th December 2016, most packed food you buy in the shops
will need to be marked with detailed nutritional information. This
information includes the all-important number of calories the food
contains, along with the amount of other nutrients such as
carbohydrates, sugar, protein, fat and saturated fat.

For those of you who are concerned about the amount of salt in
your food, that information will now also be given.

As long as there is space on the label, the nutritional information will
be given in a table, usually on the back or side of the package. The
figures quoted will be per 100g/ml to make comparisons between
different foods easier and some manufacturers may also give
information for ‘servings’ or ‘slices’.

So if you want to make informed choices about the food that you eat
or you are just watching your calories, take a closer look at the labels on
your food in the New Year.

Round Robin Ramblers
the local villages walking group

WALKS are normally held on the first Sunday and the third Wednesday
of each month. Please join us as we enjoy exercise, good company and
the wonderful Dorset countryside.

Any questions, please feel free to contact: lan Bromilow,
01258 880044.

Sunday 4th December — 1.30pm (note the earlier starting time)
Mappowder and the Blackmore Vale

Meet outside the church in Mappowder.

Grid reference: ST 735060 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (approx. 4.5 miles)

Sunday 8th January — 1.30pm (note the earlier starting time)
Bloxworth Woods

Meet outside the church in Bloxworth

Grid reference: SY 881947 on OS Explorer Sheet 117 (approx. 4.5 miles)

Wednesday 18th January — 11.00am

Ashmore Woods

Meet at the Washer’s Pit entrance to Ashmore Woods, on the road
from Fontmell Magna to Ashmore.

Grid reference: ST 897167 on Explorer Sheet 118 (approx. 6 miles)
Bring a packed lunch.

Please note:
Who  All welcome including well-behaved dogs and their responsible
owners. No pre-booking required just turn up.

Wear Suitable clothing for wet conditions and location, walking
boots or Wellington boots.

Bring  Waterproofs and refreshments (packed lunch on Wednesdays).

Pace  We go at the pace of the slowest.

Terrain Expect mud, inclines and stiles.

Aim Keep fit, enjoy the Dorset countryside and each other’s
company.

Legal We look after one another but in the end you are responsible

for yourself.

The Dunkleys’ 20 year stay in MSA

ON a sunny September Sunday Shirley and Peter Dunkley invited
family, friends and neighbours to help them celebrate their 20 years
living in the village. During the toast they both agreed that the move
here was something they have never regretted. They felt they had
been warmly welcomed and soon found ways to fit in and contribute
which suited both their considerable talents and their sociability.
They met whilst both studied English at Oxford University and
have been married for 58 years.

Shirley has been involved with the WI producing play and poetry
readings, serving on the committee, at one time President of the
MSA branch, Vice Chair of the WI County Trustees and rep for the
Combined Arts running drama workshops and producing plays at
County level. As Chair of the School Governing body for eight years
and a Governor for 10 years she made a strong and lasting
impression. They have both been long-term members of the Garden
Club with Shirley Chair for three years. She founded Bookends Book
Club 11 years ago and writes a monthly ‘Good Read’ for the
Reporter.

Peter was co-ordinator of all census data collectors. He also gave
French lessons in the local school. They held summer garden parties
for the children to come and practise their French. Peter was a
group leader in French and Italian for the U3A.

They are regarded as great assets to the village, always willing to
listen and to help in whatever way they are asked. Shirley has the
reputation of being a ‘wonderful hostess’ and cook.

May they continue to flourish and enhance village life for years
to come. Carole Fornachon
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CHURCH SERVICES
December 2016

THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN,TOLPUDDLE AND
MILBORNE WITH DEWLISH
PART OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY

It’'s Christmas time

4th December - Advent 2

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle
It's Christmas time, there's no need to be afraid. 9.30  Celebrate Milborne
At Christmas time, we let in light and we banish shade. 11.00  Parish Communion Puddletown
And in our world of plenty we can spread a smile of joy; 11.00 1662 Morning Prayer Dewlish
throw your arms around the world at Christmas time.
But say a prayer, pray for the other ones. 11th Decembelt—Advent.3

8.15am 1662 Said Communion Puddletown

At Christmas time it's hard, but when you'’re having fun,

There’s a world outside your window, and it’'s a world of dread and fear, 9:30  Parish Commum,om Baptism  Milborne
L , , 11.00  Puddletown Praise Puddletown

where the only water flowing is the bitter sting of tears, Church R
and the Christmas bells that ring there are the clanging chimes of doom, _ _ urch foom
well, tonight, thank God it's them instead. of yo 11.00  Parish Communion Dewlish

» Lonignt, " ! " you. 3.30pm Christingle Milborne
And there won’t be snow in Africa this Christmas time, 5.00  United Carol Service Tolpuddle
the greatest gift they'll get this year is life.
Where nothing ever grows, no rain or rivers flow, THURSDAY 15th December
do they know it's Christmas time at all? 12noon Holy Communion Puddletown

Church Room
A song, first released in 1984 by Band Aid (and re-released a number of times with

different musicians since then), that many of you will be familiar with. The lyrics SATURDAY 17th December

have been criticised over the years for giving a false picture of Africa, but it cannot 6.00pm Carol Service Milborne
be denied that it brought to people’s attention the desperate situation in which
many people of that continent were living during the famine years of the 1980s 18th December — Advent 4
when Live Aid was first conceived. 9.30am Family Communion Tolpuddle
For many today in our Western world, Christmas is a feast of consumption and 9.30 1662 Morning Prayer (said)  Milborne
plenty. The shops have been telling us to buy, buy, buy for several weeks now. 3.00pm  Carol Service Dewlish
This song reminds us that for others this time of year is just one more day of 6.00pm Carol Service Puddletown
hunger and need. It helps me remember to be thankful for what | have, and to keep
in mind the millions of people who struggle to feed their families enough just in CHRISTMAS EVE
order to survive. 3.30pm Crib Service Tolpuddle
We live in a divided world, divided for all sorts of reasons: wealth and poverty, 5.00  Crib Service Puddletown
colour, race, religion, sexuality, disability, political opinion, and so on. These divisions 11.30  Midnight Mass Milborne
sadly often lead to injustice and affect the vulnerable most, since those with power 11.30  Midnight Mass Puddletown
often work hardest for themselves and those like them.
In sending Jesus into the world as a tiny child, born into poverty, laid in a CHRISTMAS DAY
borrowed manger, away from home, God offers hope for each and every person. 9.00am Christmas Holy Communion  Dewlish
Access to Jesus is never restricted as it might be for a king who lives in a palace. 9.30  Christmas Holy Communion  Tolpuddle
And when Jesus grew up, he showed that he was for everyone; he spent much 10.15  Christmas Celebration Milborne
time with the poor and outcast, because he wanted them to know that they too 11.15  Christmas Praise Puddletown

were precious and treasured, and that God’s love is for all, regardless of how other
human beings categorise them.

This Christmas, as we celebrate that we too are included among those who are
treasured by God, let us thank God for loving us so much that he became one of us,
so that we might share his life in all its fullness.

Let us “spread a smile of joy” and “pray for the other ones”, while celebrating
our own good fortune that we have a Saviour like no other, a man for every people,
a God whose gift to the world is himself.

I wish you a peaceful Advent and a happy Christmas,

C

N

MORNING PRAYERS (Monday — Thursday
8.15am; Saturday 9.00am)

Monday — Puddletown Tuesday — Milborne
Wednesday — Dewlish Thursday — Tolpuddle
Saturday - Puddletown

Church Contacts
Vicar Sarah Hillman 01305 848784
E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@tesco.net

Churchwardens
Milborne St. Andrew

John Wright 839090
Pam Shults 837203

Dewlish
Jim Burg 837466
Sue Britton 837218

Benefice Office
Emma Hughes
puddletownbenefice@outlook.com
or by telephone on 01305 849039

News from St. Andrew’s Church

ADVENT and Christmas is a very busy time in the Church’s calendar. We look forward to the
Christingle service at 3.30pm on Sunday December 11th where we hope to have as
many children as last year who can bring their ‘grown-ups’ with them to make a Christingle,
craft items and enjoy the celebration. The Carol Service is at 6.00pm on Saturday December
17th; if you are interested in joining the ‘scratch choir’ give one of us a ring. And of course
there will be the annual Midnight Communion Service at 11.30pm on December 24th and
the Christmas Morning service at 10.15am. Details of everything will be found on the church
notice boards.

At this time of year it’s good to look back and remember the things that have happened in
our community. There has been joy in the weddings and baptisms, the growth of the
Celebrate services, new members of the congregation, the Open the Book sessions in school
and in the fellowship of the wider community. We have also had some less happy events

8 Reporter December 2016


mailto:puddletownbenefice@outlook.com

such as funerals, commemoration
services, losing some of our members
and the need to fundraise to do
essential repairs. Recently we have
enjoyed Linda Wright's display of
poppies and information about the
war heroes buried in our churchyard
which was shown on the cover of the
Reporter last month. More recently we
hope that when you read this you
will have enjoyed our Christmas
Market in the village hall.

Our church is not just about
Sunday services and the building, but
about being able to use our energies
to be active in the village where we
can share our love of God with others
through thoughts, words and deeds.
Many of the confessed Christians are
involved in a lot of the village clubs
and events such as the Village Lunch,
the Wednesday Club, the History
Group, etc. We believe that this is a
good way of helping others.

We have been reminded by

Salisbury Diocese that we must
ensure that everyone adheres to the diocesan Churchyard Rules.
Because of this we must take steps to make sure that everyone
responsible for graves sticks to the rules about what may and may
not be used to decorate them. The full rules are displayed in church
on a noticeboard near the font, but if you are in any doubt you
should speak to one of the churchwardens.

John Wright and Pam Shults

Dewlish Church Notes

Bazaar turn of events in busy run-up to Christmas
WE ARE now into our run-up to Christmas, and the first event we
have planned is our Christmas Bazaar, which will be held on
Saturday 3rd December at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. Our stalls will
include a new items and gifts attraction, Christmas decorations,
cakes and produce, and toys. Please note: there will be NO bric-a-
brac. There will also be teas and raffles. We shall be very grateful for
any donations but, most especially, to see you there.

We hope to go singing carols around the village on Tuesday 20th
December so please do join us (with a torch) at the crossroads at
6.30pm. Our collection will be for Shelter, the charity helping the
homeless.

The Carol Service is on Sunday 18th December at 3.00pm in All
Saints, and this will be followed by tea and mince pies in the Village
Hall. Our collection that day will be for the Children’s Society. Would
any children or young people wishing to take part please contact Jim
(Telephone: 01258 - 837 466). We would hate to miss you!

Please note that our Christmas Day Holy Communion is at 9.00am
instead of 9.30am. This has been done to allow Sarah to take three
services in the benefice.

Other Village News

WHAT a superb evening we had on Bonfire Night. Although it was
very cold, it was dry and everything went well. The lighting of the
bonfire and the firework display were fantastic. There were plenty
of refreshments and a tent for the children. Well done, Village Hall
Committee! I understand that over £2,000 profit was made for hall
funds - fully deserved.

The Village Hall Committee is holding a Bingo Night on Monday
5th December in the Village Hall: “eyes down” is at 7.00pm. There
will also be refreshments and a raffle. We hope to see you there!

Daphne Burg

Milborne Remembers

There were many villagers, including the Scouts and Cubs, who
came together in St. Andrew’s church and at the memorial to
remember the men and women who lost their lives as a result of
wars and conflicts.

The Scouts’ and Cubs’ flags were solemnly carried to the altar
during the first hymn. The Rev. Sarah Hillman brought the reality of
the Battle of the Somme to those present as part of her sermon. We
were asked how many died during the battle then given a
comparison that for every week nearly the total population of our
village died. This was a shock to all present. She gave details of the
three servicemen, who have War Commission Graves in St
Andrew’s churchyard, of their families and of the health problems
that they died of as a result of the conditions that they had to endure
during the war. Sarah went on to say how conflict is not the way that
God wants and that we should all pray for peace.

After the church service Sarah and the congregation joined
others at the secular memorial at the bottom of Church Hill to
honour those service people who died fighting for their country.
Wreaths were laid and everyone present kept the two minute
silence.

We will remember them. Pam Shults

Do you need a lift to church?

If you have difficulty getting to church or need
transport when the Benefice Service is at
another church, we can arrange transport for you.
Please contact Pam on 837203
or John on 839090.

Please, please, please

Please ensure that your anti-virus software is up to date
before e-mailing. Copy should be sent as a Word (or other
text file) and do not embed pictures, logos, etc. into the
document. Photos should be sent as separate .jpeg files.
Do not send articles by .pdf. All these things may seem
small but it does make all the difference in
time saved later.
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Grannie’s button tin and autumn watch at Ladybirds

AUTUMN is definitely here now and the children have been out
gathering leaves and walking through them enjoying the rustling
sound they make. We now have a lovely outside storage shed thanks
to Barry Andrews and taking the children outside to look at it
several of them headed excitedly to the old broken plastic one which
was now empty. They claimed it as their den. So for the time being
various items have been placed in the old shed where the children
can sit and look at books, watch birds and identify leaves.

Also outside this month on a very windy day we improvised kites

- making them from nappy bags and string. The children loved
running around flying their ’kites’ which often blew away - luckily
most only as far as the metal fencing.

One of our popular activities inside has been sorting through a
button tin. How many people remember their Granny having a
button tin or even have one themselves? The learning possibilities
here are great, not only counting but sorting and communication
and language as children find their favourite and describe it. I even
think the staff had fun too!

For anyone trying to contact Ladybirds please bear
with us as we are currently creating a new website
which we hope to have up and running shortly. In the
meantime, please send any requests for a place at
Ladybirds to liz@milborneladybirds.com. Liz Dyer
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MILBORNE ST ANDREW FIRST SCHOOL
Learning together, playing together;
all for one, one for all

SCHOOL NEWS

THE Autumn term is in full swing and
what a busy term it is proving to be!

On Friday 14th October, all children
in years 1-4 visited St. Andrew’s
Church with staff and parents for our
Harvest Celebration. Children also
brought in lots of food donations that
were collected by Friends of Blandford
for the refugees at Calais.

On the same day the children all had
a lot of fun wearing their silliest socks
in aid of Mosaic, a local charity
supporting bereaved children. There
were lots of giggles and we raised £75
for Mosaic in the process. Children also
enjoyed dressing up for Roald Dahl day
and some of the costumes were quite
spectacular!

As we head towards December,
preparations are underway for a busy

Christmas at Milborne St. Andrew. We

are very much looking forward to the Christmas Carol Service at
Milton Abbey on Tuesday 6th December, and in our last week before
breaking up all children are involved in Christmas performances.
Friends of School will be providing the annual Christmas dinner
for the whole
school, staff and
governors on 15th
December, before
our own Carol
Service and break
up on Friday 16th
December.

If your child is
eligible to start
school for the first
time in September
2017, we would
be delighted to
welcome your
child to Milborne
St. Andrew. To
arrange a visit and
tour of the school,
please do not
hesitate to contact
the school office.
For full details of
how to apply for a school place please see www.dorsetforyou.com/
school-admissions. If you don’t have access to the internet please
call 01305 221060 to request a paper copy of the application form
and Parent Guide. The closing date for on-line applications is 15th
January 2017. More photographs on page 13.

CONTACTS

If you require any information about the school, including admission details, or would like to arrange a visit
please contact the school office
Headteacher: Mrs Sharon Hunt Secretary, School Office: Mrs Joanne Norman
Chair of Governors: Miss Jane Pope FOS Chairman: Mrs Becky Hunter
e-mail: office@milborne.dorsetsch.uk  website: www.milborne.dorset.sch.uk  Tel: (01258) 837362  Fax: (01258) 837170
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Darren

01258 721975 / 07704 656777

or email: clearvision150377 @gmail.com
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More Roald Dahl day pictures from page 11.

See these in colour at www.milbornestandrew.org.uk/Reporter/index
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Milborne Sports Club —
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

SO what’s in a name and does it really matter? Well yes it does,
particularly if the present name doesn’t convey the right message
and appears a tad elitist and creates hurdles for the new committee
that they don’t consider to be relevant.

MILBORNE: seems pretty straight forward but not so if you expected
it to be in Milborne Port, which often happens to speakers booked
for events in the village hall.

SPORTS: particularly in relation to the Lane End site conjures up
images of 22 men (or some women) chasing a bag of air around the
grass with a man in black running around in circles after them
blowing a whistle and causing offence to half of those present.

CLUB: an organisation only in existence to hide behind rules that
protects and serves the interests of its members, or an instrument to
hit ne’er-do-wells over the head with! Both are the same thing really.

There are other words around such as hub, fitness, well being,
community focused, pavilion, available to all (except the main
pitch which is the main breadwinner) etc and it is to these
words that the new committee are leaning towards. Two more
members have signed up for the challenge so our committee has
grown from a lowly three to five and there is room for more like
minded people to come on down (or up!) and join the team. Two
more and we can become the magnificent seven, the Ultimate
Frisbee team!

Our main focus at present is to survive the precarious (financial
and other) position we find ourselves in otherwise we are for the
high jump. A big “thank you” at this point to Hayley, Leanne and her
Busy Bee friends because they ran a very successful Halloween party
with the proceeds being split 50:50 and also opened a few people’s
eyes to the fantastic facilities on offer. The Parish Council have also
offered us a rent holiday, so in effect they have given us a grant of
£525 (or part thereof) to act as their facilitators of community based
sporting and well being activities. Everything we get is ploughed
back into the facilities.

We have to break down the barriers that have created the
impression that the Sports Club facilities have nothing to do with the
rest of the community when if fact, it has EVERYTHING to do with
providing and enhancing the well-being and health of everyone
within the community. Walking football, running track and outside
fitness activities here we come!

If you have any ideas on how we can achieve those goals then
please let the custodians of the Lane End facilities know. The next
phase is to conduct a ‘visioning exercise’ that will look at what we
are doing, whether we are doing the right things and how to move
things on, so exciting times ahead. The pavilion is very expensive to
run so high on the priority list are plans to reduce those costs whilst
improving both the resilience of the building and the range of
activities that can be provided.

Some with Facebook connections will have seen that we are
marketing and publicising ourselves a bit more, we are getting to
grips with the 100 Club to ensure that every £1 given gets used on
prizes or is handed over to either the Church or the Sports Club. We
are also incredibly lucky that we have a so called “wedding
champion” who has taken on the challenge of marketing the facilities
for wedding receptions. One has already been booked, with more in
the pipeline and no doubt this will in turn lead to improvements
being required to be made to the facilities. Nothing can stand still,
constant improvement is the name of the game!

Finally, our bookings calendar is now up and running, nothing
else is up to date. .. yet

More to follow, hopefully I won’t get ‘red carded’ for too many
words. Richard Lock

Milborne St Andrew
Food and Wine Society

OCTOBER found the members
‘scaling heights’! Not really strictly
accurate but just a cheeky way of
linking to our chosen restaurant . . .
29029 a popular Sandford
establishment serving an amazing
menu of Nepalese and Indian
cuisine.

They were extremely busy on the
evening we had chosen and there
was a bit of a wait for our food.
However, when we were served, it

was certainly worth the wait. The dishes were beautifully presented
and we felt very replete as we left! We were all served at the same
time despite the fact that everyone had chosen from the whole
menu, so there were multiple dishes to prepare. Now that is some

task when you have a large party to cater for under normal
circumstances, but it was made even more impressive when we
discovered, as we left, that they had been battling huge pressure in
the kitchen as they were two chefs down! (The answer to the wait!)
Everyone accepted that these things do occasionally happen, and
it did little to spoil the enjoyment of the wonderful food. Many of us
have said we would definitely visit again and recommend it to
others. While on the night it might not quite have rated "It’s a ten
from Len", but it was certainly more that a “Seven”!
Susie Edwards

A Good Read by Shirley Dunkley
“I Let You Go” by Clare Macintosh

THIS is a very good thriller but because it features some quite
astonishing surprises, is not easy to describe without giving the game
away! The starting point is a hit and run accident which causes the
death of a five year old boy. We follow in detail the police investigation
by Detective Inspector Ray Stevens and his new Detective Constable,
Kate, and are also introduced to Ray’s family and glimpse the tensions it
contains. We are invited, too, into the lives and feelings of others
intimately affected by the accident, especially Jenna, whose story runs
parallel with the investigation. Bristol and Wales are the locations and
the evocation of an out-of-season Welsh seaside resort is particularly
vivid.

Clare Macintosh was herself a police woman and her inside
experience makes the investigation particularly convincing. However,
the strength of the novel lies in the power of the narrative — the reader
is constantly driven to find out more. A word of warning — there are
some scenes of violence but it is never gratuitous, always a necessary
part of the plot. If you are prepared to cope with that, then | can
recommend this book for its adroit plotting and cunning surprises.
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Community Contacts

More information about many community organisations can be found on www.milbornestandrew.org.uk

COUNCILS
North Dorset District Councillor Emma Parker
Jane Somper

Parish Council — Dewlish Clerk: Sandra Sims

Chair: Andrew Booth
Clerk: Colin Hampton
Chair: Jenny Balcon

Parish Council —
Milborne St. Andrew

Floods A354 problems contact the Highways Agency

Dorset Direct

01258 881631
01258 471089
01258 837132
01258 837284
01258 837011
01258 837121

03001 235000
01305 221000

dorsetdirect@dorsetcc.gov.uk www.dorsetforyou.com/reportroadproblems

Environment Agency Floodline
South West Highways hello@swhitd.co.uk
Wessex Water Sewerage Floodline

GENERAL — ADULT

Ladies Group — Dewlish Judith Bridgen

Moonlight Swing Band Gillian Pink

M.A. Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder

Wednesday Social Club Ann Guy

Women'’s Institute Josie Wright
GENERAL — YOUTH

Ladybirds (Playgroup) Liz Dyer

Scout Group (Secretary) Brian Burton
Under 5’s Group — The Busy Bees Leanne Brown
Julianne Hall
Lianne Summers

POLICE

Police — Non-emergency contact
Community Beat Officer
Safer Neighbourhood Team

Youth Club age 8 — 14 years

PC Dave Mullins

Home watch Co-ordinator Joy Robinson

SCHOOL

Milborne First School
Headteacher:
Chair Governors:
Friends of School Chair:

Sharon Hunt
Miss Jane Pope
Becky Hunter

SPECIAL INTEREST

Cribbage Peter Anthony
Bellringers Pip Bowell
Bridge Group Laurie Benn

Julie Johannsen
Joy Robinson

Food and Wine Society
MSA Allotment Society Chair:

Secretary:  John Mardell
MSA Gardening Club Sally Dyer
Milborne Players Roy Sach

Ranters’ Folk Session
Round Robin Ramblers

Roger Harrall
lan Bromilow

Village History Group Pam Shults
SPORT
Abbey Swimming Club Pat Cowan
Archers — Crossways Sheila Ryall
Athletics — Junior David Pearson
Badminton David Payne

PC Dave Mullins and
PCSO Luke Goddard

Circuit training
Cricket — Dewlish

Cricket Club — Milton Abbas

Pilates (school)

Grace Martin
Elaine Kellaway
Colin Chastey
Claire Barratt
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08459 881188
01404 821500
03458 505959

01258 837157
01305 260731
01258 881709
01258 837959
01258 839090

01258 839117
01258 839033
07899 808185
07846 256694
01258 839081

101
101
101
101
01258 837661

01258 837362

01258 837089
01258 837329
01258 837720
01258 839004
01258 837661
01258 837954
01258 837061
01258 837033
01258 837371
01258 880044
01258 837203

01258 880601
01258 837504
01258 837057
01258 837700
01305 213885
01258 837696
01258 882162
07540 626174

Football — Under 12s

Please let the Reporter know if

any of these details change

Chairman Joy Robinson 01258 837661
Manager/coach  Andy Brown 07427 503373
Treasurer Simon Buckingham 01258 839122
Running Group Anne-Marie Pearson 01258 837057
Skittles — Dewlish Frank Ross 01258 837366
Sports Club  Chairman Richard Lock 01258 837929
Bookings: Richard Lock 01258 837929
Table Tennis Pauline Pitfield 01258 839123

Tap Dancing for Adults

Libby Goodchild

01305 268029

Tennis Dennis Nelson 07805 296535
Yoga (at school) Sue Chapman 01305 848053
Yoga (at village hall) Sarah Ryan 01258 839230
VILLAGE HALL
Dewlish
Chairman/Secretary: Alex Carter 01258 837312
Milborne St. Andrew
Chairman: Pam Shults 01258 837203
Booking Secretary: Alison Riddle 01258 837030
HEALTH
Bere Regis Surgery 01929 471268
Milborne St. Andrew Surgery 01258 837383
Milton Abbas Surgery 01258 880210
Puddletown Surgery 01305 848333
NHS for emergencies 111
Patient Voice Secretary Nigel Hodder 01258 881709

THE MILBORNE PLAYERS

Will be presenting

By Toby Bradford and Tina Webster (by kind permission of NODA Limited)

February 2nd, 3rd and 4th 2017

Under the direction of Jess Elphinstone-Davis rehearsals are now in
full swing. There is lots of busy stuff to do still. Line learning,
costumes to find or make. Oh yes props to make including a

suitable beanstalk for Jack to climb. That will be no mean feat | can

tell you. If you are new to the Village then put these dates on your
calendar — in fact everyone do that. You are not going to want to
miss this. Let a trip to “Pantoland” in early February give you a
spring in your step right through to Easter.
“Oh yes it can”.
Tickets go on sale in early January £7.00. Box Office:
José and Harry Thomas on 01258 839085 for bookings

Check out our website www.milborneplayers.org.uk

SEE THE NEXT ISSUE FOR MORE DETAILS AND FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

THE OFFICIAL MILBORNE PLAYERS
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December
Friday 2nd

Saturday 3rd

Wednesday 7th

Thursday 8th
Friday 9th

Sunday 11th

Saturday 17th
Sunday 18th

Tuesday 20th

Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th

January 2017
Monday 9th

Community Events Diary

Add your event to this diary by contacting the Reporter — tel: 01258 837700 or email: msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk

Christmas Concert with the Weatherbury Singers
Puddletown Village Hall 7.30pm.

Christmas Bazaar Dewlish Village Hall 2.30pm —see
page 9.

The Tinderbox Presented by The Norwich Puppet
Theatre and sponsored by Artsreach Village Hall
6.00pm —see page 25.

Wednesday Club Christmas Lunch at The Milton
Arms, Winterborne Whitechurch.

WI will celebrate Christmas Village Hall 7.30pm.
West Gallery Carol Concert in St. Mary’s Church,
Whitechurch Whitechuch 7.30pm - see page 31
Christingle St. Andrew’s Church 3.30pm.

Reporter latest date for the January 2017 issue.
Carol Service St. Andrew’s Church 6.00pm.

Carol Service All Saints, Church Dewlish 3.00pm all
welcome —see page 9.

Christmas Carols The Royal Oak 7.30pm everyone
welcome

100 Club Draw The Royal Oak 6.00pm all welcome
—see page 21 for latest winners.

Midnight Mass St. Andrew’s Church 11.30pm
Christmas Celebration St. Andrew’s Church
10.15am.

Village Lunch AGM The Royal Oak 12.15pm
everyone welcome to attend.

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall

Ladybirds Playgroup Monday—Friday 8.30am—-1.00pm MH (term time
only)

Beavers Monday 5.00-6.30pm MH (term time only)

Scouts Monday 6.00-8.00pm CR/MH

Players Monday 8.00-10.00pm MH

ABC Line Dancers Tuesday 7.30-10.00pm MH

Cub Scouts Tuesday 5.45-7.15pm MH (term time only)

Wednesday Club first Wednesday 2.00-4.00pm MH

Yoga Thursday 1.30-2.45pm MH

Gardening Club third Thursday 7.30-10.00pm MH

Karate Thursday 5.10-6.40pm MH

Village Hall Committee third Thursday every two months 7.30-10.00pm

Women's Institute second Thursday 7.30-10.00pm

Youth Club 8-14 years every other Friday MH (term time only)

Village Lunch last Saturday of the month 12.15-2.30pm MH

Artsreach Events — look out for the posters.

Check Village Hall Notice Board for any other events that are one off for
you to join in with.

aml?

Where

The Reporter editor was out with his camera somewhere
within ten miles of Milborne St. Andrew. Do you know
where | am? Email the answer to the editor at

msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 01258 837700.

Regular Bookings at the First School

Pilates Monday 7.00—8.00pm (term time only)

Yoga Tuesday 6.30-8.00pm (term time only)
Badminton Wednesday 7.00-8.30pm (term time only)
Circuit training Thursday 6.30-7.30pm (term time only)

December at the Sports Club

Football Saturday 2.00pm.

Table Tennis Monday 7.00-9.00pm. Information from Pauline Pitfield
01258 839123

The Busy Bees Under 5 Group from 9.30am to 11.30am on Thursday
term time only. Contact Leanne Brown on 07899808185.

Gardening questions

DO you have a gardening question for our expert
Maureen Lock to answer? Send your questions to
the Reporter at msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk, our
Facebook page or give to a Reporter team member
whose details can be found on page 2.

Milborne 100 Club
1st PRIZE £100 2nd PRIZE £50

3rd PRIZE depends on number of members paid

For only £1 a week you can have three chances for a
prize in every draw (minimum £5.00)
Please make cheques payable to
MSA FC and Church 100 Club

For information contact:
June Maitland Church 837235
John Wright  Collector 839090
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For all your fencing and timber building
— Over 20 year’s local experience —
Fencing — Decking — Summer Houses — Sheds —
Gates — Pergolas — Trellis and Archways —

In association with Mintern Building and Landscaping
For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:
07904 000863
or 01963 363535
Email: Carl.Mintern@gmail.com

R e
- ° |
| Barry Bright .
! Carpenter and General Builder I
I FREE ESTIMATES I
i Local builder for last 30 years )
. All building works undertaken I
I Extensions, All carpentry and roofing

Repairs, Maintenance I
! Hard landscape, Fencing, Brick Pavior Drives I
i Kitchens, Bathrooms
. Double Glazing, Conservatories, Carports |
I and all plastic cladding -
- Also decoration work undertaken I
! Telephone: 01258 837042 Mobile: 07787551256 |
[ Greenacres, Dorchester Hill, Milborne St. Andrew -
. Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 0JQ '
L . e et e s e e e s s Em s Em s Em s = s = s = = o= s -
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Yoga
Yoga classes in the vi"agc hall

i.30-245 pmon Thursclag afternoons

Flcase bring a mat and wear comfortable clothes.

|ndividual classes tailored for you also available.
[For information ring
Sarah Rgan on01258 839250
or email sargaﬂééﬁo@ao].com

Yoga teacﬁe/‘, trainer, t/vcrap/:st

Do you care about
hedgehogs?

YET again this year’s weather has been described as ‘unusual’, but
particularly following a period of wet weather early in the year it has
stayed warm and dry until quite recently. The result of this is that wild
animals, particularly hedgehogs, have continued to breed quite late.
This has resulted in a number of young, and more specifically,
underweight, hogs in the wild. It is reckoned that hedgehogs need to be
at least 600 grams in weight to survive hibernation, so many of these
small hogs will die of cold before the spring. It is possible to save any
that are below this weight by taking them in and keeping them on a
diet of puppy food or commercial ‘Spike’ hedgehog food (available from
Mole Country store, and elsewhere), possibly with the addition of live
mealworms, garden worms and beetles. Unfortunately, although they
can be brought up to this weight, the shock of putting them out to
hibernate late in the year would also result in them not surviving until
spring so they need to be looked after until then.

In order that an ongoing assessment of the state of the hedgehog
population can be understood in Milborne it has been suggested by the
Dorset Hedgehog Preservation Group (an offshoot of the Dorset
Mammal Society) that there should be a co-ordinator in the village. This
would help to make our village a hedgehog friendly village. Bere Regis,
Dorchester, Blandford Forum, Bridport, Halstock and Piddletrenthide
are already set up as hedgehog friendly, so | believe we should become
one too. | am prepared to take on this job, but need support from
others in the village. To this end | would be grateful if anyone who is
interested to become champions for their road or area or reporting
sightings of hedgehogs and their size, alive or dead, and where they
have been seen. A map of sightings will be created with a mark for each
sighting which will be constantly updated. Advice will be available as
how to make gardens more hedgehog friendly especially considering
they may travel up to two miles each night of foraging.

It is proposed that a meeting will be held if enough people show an
interest, with an introductory talk by a representative of the Dorset
Mammal Group, as well as further information for those interested.
Occasional meetings will be called so that people can be updated on a
regular basis.

Please contact me or leave a message on my telephone
01258 837329 or by e-mail at pip.jackie@btinternet.com, if you are
interested in this project, leaving your contact details and where you
live in the village. | will get back to you with further information as the
project progresses. Philip Bowell
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For all your Garden and Home Improvements

Extensions, patios, landscaping, stonework,
brickwork, fencing and plastering
All aspects of Garden and Home Improvements
For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:
07977 070703 or 01963 363535
Carl.mintern@gmail.com
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I — over 20 years local experience — |
. .
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Fundraising at The Royal Oak

WELL it's been a very busy fundraising month here at The Royal
Oak. Saturday 29th October saw a crowd that was similar to that of
Salisbury races turn up to support a dice horse racing event in aid of
the Special Care Baby Unit (SCBU) and Kingfisher ward at
Dorchester Hospital.

Organised by Beverly Owers whose granddaughter Evie
benefitted from the superb care at Dorset County Hospital and
hosted by Gerald Pitman and Nigel Pitfield the evening consisted of
six races. Horses were auctioned by Barry Bright who chaired the
owners club and each race was sponsored. Punters could bet on
each race as well. Halfway through the evening a fantastic raffle was
drawn, all in all a spectacular £850 was raised.

Sunday 6th November saw 11 teams gather for a quiz to raise
funds for Milborne St. Andrew under 12’s football team who play at
the Sports Club. The players are all based in Milborne, Milton Abbas
or Puddletown and coach Andy Brown is originally from Milborne
St. Andrew. So after a feisty six rounds, an auction for a signed
Bournemouth Football and another excellent raffle £786 was raised.
Thanks to all who sponsored, auctioned, hosted and supported and
keep an eye out for more fundraising fun next year

Christmas Cheer With the Weatherbury Singers

The Weatherbury Singers invite you to their Christmas Concert
at Puddletown Village Hall on Friday 2nd December at 7.30pm
Featuring an eclectic mix of carols and Christmas songs, you will also
have the opportunity to join in with some traditional carols to get you in
the festive spirit!
There will be a licensed bar and free Christmassy nibbles, a raffle and
a prize for the most festive apparel!
Tickets £8.00 (accompanied children under 16 free) are available
from Judy Cooper 01305 260284 or email:
weatherburysingers@gmail.com  Charity Registration No: 1137187.

100 CLUB WINNERS

Draw Date - Tuesday 15th November 2016
1st £100 Donna Hiscock
2nd £50 Peter Jackson
The next draw is on Tuesday 20th December
at 6.00pm in The Royal Oak
Everyone is welcome to attend.

New members always welcome. Contact
June Maitland 837235 or
John Wright 839090
Payments may be made by a cheque payable to
MSA FC and Church 100 Club

Please speak to June Maitland or
John Wright for more information.

Local small-ads

Small ads of less than 30 words from local, private, advertisers
are published free of charge

For sale - Fisher Price High Chair. Suitable for children up to three
years. Adjustable height. Good Condition (only used at grandma’s).
£10.00. Please phone Lin on 01258 837127.

SOS — cleaner and gardener required in Milborne St. Andrew. Cleaner
needed two hours per week and gardener one hour per week. Hours to
suit and good rates paid. Please phone 07857 260729.

Reg charity 1168491

Bus2Go zooming on

THE year has flown by, we have grown by 100% since last year. All our
spring and summer outings have given us a lot of fun and laughs with
plenty of sunshine.

The fun is guaranteed to end the year as it began with laughs a
plenty at the Panto in Weymouth. Fish’n’chip lunch first or an
opportunity to do some last minute Christmas shopping. As with all our
outings passengers have a choice with what they would like to do.

January starts off with a Mystery Lunch and on February 22nd, we
are going to The Exchange, Sturminster for a matinee performance
from Anita Harris. Tickets £10.00 bus fare £12.50 lunch at The Swan
extra. We have lots of outings planned for spring, summer and autumn

Photos: Bournemouth Male Voice Choir
(just a few of them)

On a tour of Exbury Gardens

Tour Volunteers at the RLNI Training
College, Poole

of 2017. Follow our advert each month to
see where we are going next.

On behalf of our passengers | would like
to give grateful thanks to all our volunteers.
They willingly give of their time to help the
project in any way they can. They are
enthusiastic and extremely hard working.
Without them we would certainly have not

got as far we have. More volunteers are
always welcome to help us keep pace with growth of Bus2Go.

Looking forward to welcoming you on board very soon.

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a Happy and Healthy
New Year. Margo — Founder and Trustee www.bus2godorset.org
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The incredibly friendly
computer people

Call Darrell Hounsome or Lee Thompson for
Jargon free, patient, friendly computer help
for home and business users.

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668

Repairs e Servicing e Sales e Training e Virus Removal

Email: info@jurassic-computers.co.uk
Web: www.jurassic-computers.co.uk

Are you ready for a new PC or Laptop? If so, come and see us.
We offer a complete service and will guide you through the whole
process. We can supply, update, set-up and then transfer your
documents/emails from your old system. We will give you the
benefit of our combined 37 years experience gained whilst
working for Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.

PROSPECT HOUSE, PEVERELL AVE EAST, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER DT1 3WE

Can you identify where this is
in Milborne?

Be the first to send your answer to

msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk or give
to any member of the Reporter
team. Reporter team members
can be found on page two. No prize,
just a bit of fun. Answer in the
January Reporter.
Last month’s answer can be found

on page 26.
View the Reporter each month in colour at
www.milbornestandrew.org.uk/Reporter/index

Do you need transport for surgery and other
medical appointments? If so, we can help.

Milton Abbas Neighbourcar is an established
voluntary transport scheme covering the area
served by Milton Abbas surgery. We can take
you to medical appointments and certain
social events.

WE ALSO NEED MORE DRIVERS — you can commit
whatever time suits your circumstances.

Ring 01258 881709 to register
or to obtain more information.

Local villages covered:
Milborne, Cheselbourne and Dewlish
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to the Reporter

To the Editor

Milborne Broadband

| read with some interest the report on Milborne’s woes
with BT Openreach Broadband and thought it worthwhile
to report on my own experiences in the hope that it
might just provide some help to any with ongoing
problems.

On June 1st | upgraded to a BTHubS after a number
of reasonably successful years with a BTHub2 and BT
Youview box, powered through Line adapters. Following
the upgrade everything seemed to work, WiFi, Broadband
(including BBC iplayer on the Desktop and laptop
computers, mobile phones and android devices) — that is
everything was working except iplayer playback on the TV
via the Youview box. However | also noticed that the
BThub was a frequently dropping service — going from
green to yellow on a daily basis.

Between June 1st and July 20th, | had four visits from
BT engineers, two deliveries of new power line adapters
and numerous discussions over the phone as | was taken
through reboots, resets and goodness knows what else,
sometimes by people | could barely understand. However
no real progress was made until | lodged a formal
complaint, via the website sometime in early July. After
three fruitless visits by BT engineers it was determined
that the equipment was OK. and. the fault lay outside the
house.

The main problem was that the new Hubs (BtHubS) are
more sensitive than the old hubs and are susceptible to the
vagaries of old existing wiring systems, DIY extensions and
need to be installed on the primary (main) telephone
socket, which in our house was difficult to determine. The
original hub was connected directly to the main computer
via a convenient telephone socket extension in our study
and had not proved to be a problem in the past. Once the
main telephone socket had been determined and the new
hub connected via that socket all problems disappeared
and it has worked non-stop since July 20th with no
reboots, resets or any outside intervention — even through
electrical power cuts.

Telephone line crackles in the past had been traced to
frayed sheath on the telephone input cable, caused by
incorrectly raised scaffolding.

The conclusion is make sure you use the main telephone
socket to connect your hub, make a formal complaint and
demand financial reimbursement for loss of service, get
the right engineer (not always possible) to visit to ensure
that there are no equipment failures, and no line problems
external to your property. Although the engineers said
that often new equipment is faulty this was not so in my
experience, and | now have spare powerline adapters. But
they will take that option first! If you have had a good
service and now this has disappeared with an upgrade,
herein may be some help.

Peter Fornachon - Little England

Cooking Christmas dinner for a
large family gathering

EVERY year there are so many new ideas for Christmas food, many of them
promising a “twist” on a traditional recipe. My view is that as we only have
Christmas dinner once a year, there is no real need for novelty. With so many
flavours on the plate — turkey, stuffing, bread sauce, cranberry sauce, gravy, pigs
in blankets, roast potatoes, roast parsnips, carrots etc. why would anyone want
to complicate things with a “fancy dan” recipe for sprouts combined with some
unheard of and exotic ingredient? Fresh sprouts, cooked lightly to perfection, are
delicious and do not deserve the bad press they sometimes have. Keep it simple.

Preparing Christmas dinner for a crowd is very hard work but it’s no secret
that you should try to prepare and cook as much as possible the day before and
then there is slightly less to do on the big day. Also there are lots of good quality
convenience foods to buy which will save on work, but of course they cost a lot
more money. Sort out the number of plates, glasses, cutlery, large saucepans,
chairs etc. that you will need — don't leave it until Christmas Eve. | have used a
wallpaper-pasting table to give extra table space, or borrow a table from a
neighbour.

If you are choosing traditional turkey, | find it works well to buy two smaller
birds rather than one monster-sized one. | cook one turkey a day or two in
advance, carve and put the slices on a foil covered heatproof platter and keep it
in the fridge, then heat it up in the bottom of the oven while the roast potatoes
and parsnips are cooking. Doubtless the “health and safety” police would
disapprove but | haven't had a disaster yet! The other turkey can be cooked on
the big day, so the whole house still smells delicious and there will be less carving
to do at the last minute. Cooking ahead means you can make the gravy ahead
too with the turkey juices from the first turkey. A smaller turkey will take a lot
less time to cook and take up less oven space on the day; also it will probably fit
in a normal sized roasting tin. If you haven't already got one, then | would
strongly recommend buying a meat thermometer. It takes a lot of the guesswork
out of knowing when your roast is cooked to your liking — all the year round.

If you would like to serve goose, then | would still recommend cooking a small
turkey the day before. A goose is delicious but there won’t be masses of meat for
everyone, the turkey will make the goose “stretch” to feed more people (and
goose is rather expensive!) It’s better to have a bit too much poultry rather than
be panicking that there isn’t enough to go round, also turkey is great for the
inevitable sandwiches on Boxing Day. You can always freeze any leftovers and
use them up in the New Year. If your family has any teenagers, then there
certainly won't be a problem with leftovers. ..

If you are used to cooking for two, it may be a surprise to find how much
longer it takes to cook a large quantity of anything. The challenge is to balance
leaving enough time to cook everything with keeping everything warm if it is
ready too soon. Again, see if you can borrow any hot trays etc. A pile of clean
towels will insulate foil-covered food. Don’t worry about the turkey; it will keep
warm for ages.

Guests will usually offer to help. Decide beforehand whether your policy will
be “many hands make light work” or “too many cooks spoil the broth”!

The main piece of advice is to pin a smile on your face and ignore any culinary
disasters, the happiness of the guests is more important than perfection with the
food. The chances are that, after a glass of sherry or two, no one will even notice.
Although tempting, it’s best for the cook to stay alcohol free until the cooking is
complete, you will need all your wits about you coordinating the whole show.
Also | never serve a “starter”at the table but
prefer to offer a few very simple nibbles
before we all sit down.

Christmas pudding and mince pies are
easy to organise. If you want to make a
simple and cheap alternative to Christmas
pudding then simply mix some slightly
softened vanilla ice cream with half a dozen
crushed mince pies, squash the mix into a
pudding basin and return to the freezer until
ready to unmould it. After all that hard work
you can relax and put your feet up with a
well-earned glass of something — let
someone else do the washingup . ..

Merry Christmas!
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A Darby
Building Services Ltd

All Types of Building Work Undertaken;
New Builds, Extensions,
Structural Alterations, Kitchen,
Bathrooms
Telephone: 01258 470151
01305 757162
Mobile: 07974 260938

Email: adbsltd@gmail.com
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Concerned about your driving?

DRIVING is potentially the most dangerous activity that most people
take part in so even a slight increase in skills or awareness is all it takes
to prevent the heartbreak of lives lost or devastated in accidents that
could have been prevented.

Do you or anyone you know

Feel anxious in some traffic situations?

Feel concerned about driving?

Need help in understanding gadgets in your new car?

Want to gain more driving confidence?
If the answer to any of these questions is YES, then why not book to
attend a Dorset Driver Gold session which is specially designed for
drivers aged 65 years or over and is run by SafeWise using Approved
Driving Instructors.

Dorset Driver Gold offers both practical and theory sessions:

The theory sessions include judging speed and distance, negotiating
roundabouts, traffic lights and junctions. A session costs £10, is

held for up to 20 people and lasts up to three hours including
refreshments.

The practical sessions are held on a one-to-one basis using the driver’s
own car, last up to one and a half hours and costs £45. The instructor
looks at the way a driver deals with various traffic situations on the road
and will make recommendations with the aim of enhancing current
skills. They are informal and are not a test so there is no pass or fail
element.

Session fees cover the cost of the instructors running the sessions
with a small contribution towards the charity’s administration costs,
with a £5 discount if both sessions are attended!

The next dates for the theory sessions are listed below; practical
sessions are organised direct with the instructor to suit:-

2016 Date
SafeWise Bournemouth — Thursday 15th December — 1.30pm

2017 Dates

SafeWise Weymouth — Tuesday 10th January — 1.30pm

SafeWise Bournemouth — Tuesday 24th January — 10am

SafeWise Weymouth — Wednesday 1st February — 10am

SafeWise Weymouth — Monday 27th February — 1.30pm

SafeWise Bournemouth — Thursday 9th March — 10am

SafeWise Weymouth — Wednesday 22nd March —10am

SafeWise Bournemouth — Wednesday 5th April — 1.30pm

SafeWise Weymouth — Tuesday 18th April — 1.30pm

SafeWise Bournemouth — Tuesday 2nd May — 10am

SafeWise Weymouth — Monday 15th May — 10am

If you are interesting in finding out more today then please visit our

Dorset Driver Gold webpage on www.safewise.org/dorset-driver-gold/
You can also email us on ddg@safewise.org or ring/text us on

07713 499777 and we will call you back.

The Tinderbox

Presented by The Norwich Puppet Theatre
and sponsored by Artsreach
on Saturday 3rd December 2016 at 6.00pm
in Milborne St Andrew Village Hall

THIS family show is about a roguish soldier who acquires a magic
tinderbox that gives him the power to summon three extraordinary
dogs to do his bidding. Watch the soldier’s remarkable roller coaster
adventure from rags to riches and back again! Will he survive and win
the love of the beautiful princess?

The original
story by Hans
Christian
Andersen was
the primary
source of
inspiration for
this show, but
inspiration also
came from the
objects and
materials that
are used during
aresearch and
development
phase. For
example, the
soldier has an
old half pint
measuring cup
which looks just
like a helmet
and the
princess has the
top of a sugar
shaker, which
makes her look
like she is wearing a crown and the King and the Queen are wearing salt
and pepper cellars as crowns also. This is an enchanting tale that’s full
of magical moments presented by The Norwich Puppet Theatre, a hub
for leading international puppeteers and theatre makers, breathes new
life into Hans Christian Andersen’s classic tale of magic, bravery and
love with puppetry, animation and music.

A family show suitable for people aged four years and upwards.
The village hall and bar are open from 5.30pm and the performance
starts at 6.00pm.

Tickets £8 adults, £6 under 18s, £24 family which can be obtained
from the Londis Village Shop or Alice and Roger Harrall
telephone 01258 839230 email alice.harrall@gmail.com
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Did you identify this?

The photograph in the
November Reporter was of the
front door of
2 Chapel Street.

Robin Keller was the only person
with the correct answer.

Try your luck this month
on page 22.




In your Garden
Seasonal notes and tips from Maureen Lock of designerGardens

Plants to brighten up your December

IT’S always good to have some
evergreens in the border to
provide you with some colour and
structure —even if it is green —
over the winter months. They are
not all dull and boring however as
some may have flowers or
interesting foliage. One such is
Viburnum tinus ‘Eve Price’ (right).
As viburnums go, it is fairly
compact growing to a maximum
of two metres height and spread
if you don’t prune it. It flowers
from December to March and in
autumn has bunches of metallic
blue berries. Its dark leathery
leaves are the perfect foil to the

which will grow in sun or part
shade. Then we have the
coloured stems of the dogwoods.
Cornus ‘Flaviramea’ has yellow
stems and contrasts perfectly
with the darker stems of Cornus
‘Kesselringii’ and the red stems of
Cornus ‘Sibirica’. Cornus do need
to be pruned hard back in late
March just as the new growth is
developing.

Hollies, of course, look
fabulous in the winter with their
glossy foliage and berries. To
guarantee berries, you will need
to have a male holly nearby —
however, not all names can be

flat clusters of pink buds and
white scented flowers. As well as a stand-alone shrub, it can be grown
as a hedge and | have seen it alternating with a beech hedge making a
striking formal hedge.

Foliage plants to plant are Heuchera ‘Silver Scrolls’ — silver leaves
with purple on the reverse side; Nandina domestica which turns a
gorgeous red in the winter and has red berries in the winter which can
be used in flower arrangements; Euphorbia amygdaloides ‘Purpurea’
has deep purple leaves and lime green new growth — a hardy old thing

relied upon for example the
lovely variegated golden holly llex ‘Golden King’ is actually female and
llex ‘Golden Queen’ is male. Other good female hollies to try are: llex
‘JCVan Tol’ (bottom, left), llex ‘Alaska’ and llex ‘Ripley Gold’ — which is
variegated. Hollies can get rather large but can be kept in check by
pruning. The bright red berries are a good source of food for hungry
birds too.

Apples and pears, currants and autumn-fruiting raspberries can be
pruned any time from leaf drop until March, but never prune stone
fruit in the winter, as the retreating
sap can draw in the airborne fungus,
silver-leaf.

Other things to do this month
include planting out your tulips, this is
the last month in which you can do this;
prune your grapevines now as they are
fully dormant; force rhubarb by

covering the crowns with
a layer of
straw and
exclude
light by
covering with
an upturned bucket; keep your ponds clear of
fallen leaves by removing them regularly and
keep feeding the birds. Maureen Lock
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breweryfarmshop@live.co.uk

General Store, Farm Shop, Post Office and Butchery
Mon — Fri 8.30am-5.30pm, Sat 8.30am-5pm and Sun 9am-2pm

Stocking all the essentials — newspapers, fresh baked bread, fresh local
milk, cream and cheese, fresh local meat, fresh fruit and veg, pet food and
general groceries as well as a great range of greetings cards and gifts.

Our onsite butcher is available Tues, Thurs and Sat 9am-5pm with a
selection of local meat including sausages, burgers and faggots
which are all handmade on site.

Our Post Office is open Monday to Fri from 9am till 1pm
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West Gallery Carol Concert in Whitechurch Whitechurch
at St. Mary’s Church on Friday 9th December, starting at 7.30pm

IN Thomas Hardy’s time, before the coming of organs in village
churches, it was normal for the accompaniment to be provided by a
village band made up of a few amateur musicians. They would sit in a
gallery at the west end of the church and, hence, their style of music,

and their Christmas carols in particular, became known as West Gallery.

You can read of their sometimes less than reputable activities in
Hardy’s ‘Under the Greenwood Tree’.

West Gallery music has undergone something of a revival in recent
years with professionals such as the Mellstock Band and many amateur
groups like the Ridgeway Singers and Band. The Ridgeway Singers first
got together in 2013 to present Christmas concerts at a number of
churches along the Dorset Ridgeway as part of the Artsreach Ridgeway
Project, led by Phil Humphries and Tim Laycock.

Tim is a well-known folksinger and concertina player whose singing

is inspired by his native county, Dorset, and has a distinctive West
Country flavour. Phil is a classically trained trombone player but,
perhaps, best known locally as serpent player with the Mellstock Band.

These concerts were a great success from the outset with both
performers and audiences alike and the group now performs
throughout the year and has grown to some forty singers and eight or
more musicians.

This Christmas, the Ridgeway Singers and Band are coming to
Winterborne Whitechurch with a seasonal celebration of all things
Dorset. They will be at St. Mary’s Church on Friday 9th December,
starting at 7.30pm when there will, of course, be appropriate
refreshments available. Tickets are £6, £5 under 18s and £20 families,
available on the door or in advance from Pam Thornton on
01258 880179.
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