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 MSA 

Community Café 
@ the Village Hall 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 8th February 
 

10.00am until Midday 
 

Come along for bacon butties, coffee and 

cake or a soft drink  

whilst you meet up with friends. 

Books and puzzles 50p min donation. 

Cash or card payment accepted. 
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WE’RE lucky to have such a fantastic Village 

Hall in Milborne St. Andrew, hosting a wide 

range of events and activities for our 

community. Whether it’s a yoga class, a quiz 

night, or a special celebration, the hall is at the 

heart of village life ‒ and so is its car park! 

The car park is primarily for the use of those 

attending events or using the facilities at the 

hall. However, we know it’s a handy spot for 

village residents and visitors when the hall isn’t 

busy. You’re welcome to use the car park at 

quieter times, but please do make sure to move 

your vehicle well ahead of any planned events 

so we can keep things running smoothly for hall 

users. 

The calendar will be sent to the Reporter 

each month and the times the car park needs to 

be clear highlighted but this is subject to change 

so if you’re ever unsure about what’s coming 

up, you can check the hall’s programme of 

events online at www.milbornestandrew.org.uk/

VillageHall. It’s a great way to stay in the loop 

and support the activities happening in our 

vibrant community. Please also follow the 

Village Hall Facebook page for updates.  

Thank you for your cooperation and for 

helping us keep the Village Hall a welcoming 

space for everyone! 

Coming to our Village Hall; Friday 28th 
February courtesy of Artsreach 

ARTHUR COATES and Kerran Cotterell are an exciting and energetic young 

folk duo who are quickly carving out a name for themselves with their unique 

style, rooted in Quebecois traditional music fused with songs from around the 

British Isles and North America. 

Arthur Coates is an award-nominated musician who studied violin and piano at 

the Aberdeen City Music School. Guitarist Kerran Cotterell has garnered 

numerous plaudits having performed at Cambridge Folk Festival, and the BBC 

Proms in the Royal  

Albert Hall. 

Together Arthur 

and Kerran produce  

a versatile mix of 

instrumentals and 

song, true to the roots 

of traditional music 

and featuring fiddle, 

guitar, bouzouki and 

feet percussion. Now 

the duo are heading 

to Dorset following 

the release of their 

debut album, Music for Cows. Don’t miss these rising stars on tour. 

Tickets are £12.50. Under 18’s £6. Family ticket £35 and can be obtained from  

https://artsreach.co.uk/event/coates-cotterell or call 01258839060. 

Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall news 

Tickets are £12.50. Under 
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DNA (Did Not Attend) Appointments 
IN December 53 patients did not attend their appointments, 

equalling a total of 13 hours of clinical time wasted. 

 ·NURSE time wasted: 6 hours 50 minutes 

 ·GP time wasted: 5 hours 

 ·HCA time wasted: 50 minutes 

 ·PHYSIO time wasted: 20 minutes 

Some of these appointments are up to 40 minutes long, so 

missing your appointment or forgetting to cancel means we waste 

valuable clinic time. For ONE missed Long Term Condition 

Review appointment, THREE people could have had blood test 

appointments, so it's really important not to waste these slots. 

If you can’t attend an appointment, please can we ask that you 

cancel it at least an hour before so someone else can receive the 

care they need. This can be done either over the phone or by 

replying CANCEL to your text reminder. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter ‒ It could make 

a huge difference to another patient. 

 

Why being on time matters for your appointment! 
We know life happens and sometimes you are delayed. However, 

please understand that arriving more than five minutes late can 

mean your clinician may not be able to see you. Here’s why: 

  

 Care for all patients: Clinicians have tightly scheduled 

appointments to ensure every patient receives the time and 

attention they deserve. Late arrivals disrupt the schedule 

and may delay care for others. 

 Quality Care: A shor ter  time with your  clinician may 

limit the quality of care and thoroughness of your visit. 

 Keeping clinics on track: Sticking to scheduled times 

allows our team to help everyone more efficiently. 

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us provide the best 

care possible. Thank you for planning ahead and arriving on time! 

We understand that sometimes our GPs may run late. This 

could be due to a variety of reasons, such as a late arrival, 

another clinician needing help, waiting for an ambulance, or 

dealing with an emergency. When this happens, we truly 

appreciate your patience and understanding. 

 

First Contact Physiotherapist 
New muscle or joint pain? Did you know that you can book in to 

see our First Contact Physiotherapist Clare Rushton? 

Clare works with us on a Wednesday, and can prescribe pain 

medication, order blood tests and x-rays, and refer you on to 

hospital services where necessary. Our GPs encourage you to 

book an appointment with Clare first before seeing them because 

seeing Clare gives you faster access to expert diagnosis (for 

example Clare can order MRIs if needed whereas GPs cannot) 

and you’ll leave with the advice and exercises that you need to 

start tackling the problem. 

Please speak to one of our receptionists to book an 

appointment. 

 

Are you ready for change? 
Many of us come out of Christmas and jump straight into New 

Year’s resolutions, setting ourselves tough, often unrealistic, 

health goals. We want to be in control, for everything to be 

perfect. 

But change is about progress, not perfection. Taking small, 

achievable steps is more likely to lead to success than quick fixes 

or fads. 

LiveWell Dorset supports thousands of people to lead a 

healthier life, not just for a month, but for as long as it takes, with 

1-2-1 coaching, slimming club vouchers, smoking quit kits and 

activity plans. 

Register online: www.livewelldorset.co.uk or call free:  

0800 840 1628. 

Milborne St. Andrew 
Gardening Club 

ON 16th January we heard 

from Pip Bowell, he talked 

all things Wild Orchids 

and we had an In House 

Garden Question Time.  

February’s meeting on the 20th will be 

for members to talk about their successes 

and messes of growing on chalk and it will 

give an opportunity to share ideas and hear  

people’s plans for 2025. 

Meetings are normally on the third 

Thursday of the month in the Village Hall 

starting at 7.30pm. 

 

Jobs for the Garden:  

 Sow sweet pea seeds 

 Clean, sharpen and oil gardening tools 

ready for spring.           Elaine Willcox 
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Would you like to compile a quiz, write a story or tell  

us about a favourite local walk?  

Email msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk 

Singing with the choir  
at the Christmas WI 

OUR January meeting was cancelled due to cold and icy 

conditions. Happily, we were able to meet at the Ashley Wood 

Golf Club the following day, for what proved to be a warm and 

inviting venue for our New Year meal. 

In December we were entertained by eight members of the 

Bovington Military Wives Choir, which is part of a network of 

70+ choirs based across the UK and in British military bases 

abroad, the furthest located in the Falklands. The choirs exist to 

support women whose lives have been impacted by their military 

connection.   

Their repertoire includes songs reflective of how they feel and 

what it is to be a military wife, daughter or veteran. For us they 

sang a selection of seasonal carols, including a delightful ‘Silent 

Night’, the first verse sung as a solo in German. Despite initial 

reluctance from some of the ‘non-singers’ amongst us, we were 

encouraged to join in with the carols – as the military wives say: 

‘It’s not about being able to sing, it’s about being there to sing!’ 

We followed with our always enjoyable Christmas party 

refreshments and social chat. Our next meeting is on Thursday 

6th February with a talk by José  Thomas. Please come along and 

join us.   Pat Bull 

Tincleton Gallery  
2025 Concert programme 

This is our 10th concert season: thank you to all our musicians 
and audiences 

UNLESS noted otherwise typically the same programme is 
played on both the Friday and the Saturday night. 
21/22th February: Angela Brownridge from London “One of the 
world’s finest pianists”. New York Times, ‒ CPE Bach : Fantasy in 
C and Prussian sonata; Beethoven : sonata no. 14. “Moonlight” 
and sonata no 30 with variations 
14/15th March: As usual Mike Denham on piano will be 
inviting different friends on each night. On the Friday he will be 
accompanied by Trevor Whiting (sax and clarinet) playing jazz 
from Sidney Beche to Benny Goodman. On the Saturday two 
friends join Mike, firstly Steve Graham on trumpet and secondly 
Gillian Berry for violin and vocals; and they will be playing from 
ragtime to swing. 
18/19th April: Ronan Magill, classical piano, coming from Japan 
for us in Tincleton. 
16/17th May: Milly Riquelme-Toomey, Bach, Ravel, 
contemporary Cuban composer Lecuona, and some jazz and her 
own compositions. 
20/21st June: Melissa Phelps and Caroline Palmer – classical 
cello and piano duo from these globetrotting London professors. 
To include sonatas by Beethoven and Chopin and pieces by 
Rachmaninov. 
5/6th September: – jazz: Roger Beaujolais on vibraphone with 
Rob Palmer on guitar. 
17/18th October: Giovanni Lonati returning for classical piano 
coming to us from Italy. 
14/15th November: John Law jazz duo of Naissance both nights 
with Jon Lloyd. 
12/13th December: Duncan Honeybourne classical piano 
Christmas concert. 
  
– More details for each concert are on the website. 
– Tickets £20 each. 
– All concerts start playing at 8.00pm. Please arrive after 
7.30pm. 
– Pre booking and prepayment only. Each party of guests must 
give a contact. 
– We will give refunds if we need to cancel the concert for 
whatever reason. We will not refund if you need to cancel as 
that would disadvantage the musician(s), unless we can resell 
your seat. 
– As usual price includes drinks and nibbles which are served in 
the interval, but exactly what, how and where depend on our 
discretion and weather. 
– To order tickets please email info@tincletongallery.com or 
phone the gallery on 01305 848909. 
– More information on website at www.tincletongallery.com 
 
Tincleton Gallery, The Old School House, Tincleton, Dorset,  
DT2 8QR 

Milborne Players  
The Players are putting their final magic lamp polishes onto 

their fantastic Aladdin production, being performed on 13th, 14th 

and 15th February. Our ticket prices remain at only £8.00 each. 

Truly amazing value for money given the work that has gone into 

writing and rehearsing all the awful jokes and calamity. 

We have a superb cast; some familiar faces and some new 

faces. The new cast members have all brought an extra buzz to 

the pantomime. We have our live music, bar and – of course – the 

raffle. 

For further information about tickets or the performance see 

the poster or call WhatsApp message Kate on 07804 600204 or 

Gren on 07876 793319. Or message us via our Facebook page, 

The Official Milborne Players. 

We can’t wait to see a packed out Village Hall!  

Kate Hawker, Chair, Milborne Players  
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Half-term Film Night at the Village Hall 

A Special Screening of Wonka 
LOOKING for a fun family outing this half-term? Join us for a 

magical evening as we screen Wonka (2023), a heartwarming 

prequel to the beloved Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

Discover the story of how Willy Wonka’s dreams (and chocolate 

factory) began in this dazzling, musical adventure that’s perfect 

for all ages! 

Friday 21st February 

Doors open at 7.00pm Film starts at 7.30pm 

Adults: £6.50 (includes a drink or ice cream) 

Accompanied children: Just £1.00 (includes a 

free glass of squash!) 

Bring the whole family for a fun and 

affordable night out! 

Mr Biles 
Seeing the name Biles as a surname to be reviewed in 
the next edition of the Reporter, I have this interesting 
anecdote. 

Some few years ago my late wife, Jackie, was involved 
in delivering ‘meals on wheels’ to various needy people in 
the village. One of the regulars was a Mr Biles who was 
an elderly man living on his own in the ancient thatched 
cottage known as Little England, a name it retains to 
this day. He lived among all the things that had been 
with him since childhood, including a beautiful old 
Victorian style black pram. He was always friendly and 
chatty to Jackie who one day asked him if he was local. 

“No”, he said “I am not local, I come from Dewlish, I 
moved here when I was three.” 

Well, I have lived here for fifty-five years and I came 
from Briantspuddle, so clearly I am not local either. 

Pip Bowell 
 

Episode 9 of The Ways of Milborne St. Andrew can be found on 
page 15   Ed 

 Wednesday Club’s New Year Party 
OUR meeting on the 8th January was our New Year party. Sadly, 

both Jenny and José were too poorly to come to the meeting but 

20 of us did turn up. 

Josie was leading the merriment as our popular ‘true or false’ 

statements were read out and voted on. We were surprised to 

learn that David Payne had spend all night in Salisbury  

Cathedral  and John Wright had been in the Tardis, among other 

revelations.   

Playing charades, I was miming Gulliver’s Travels. They 

guessed the, ‘gull’ part but when I clutched my liver they were 

stumped, lots of laughs. Then there was the food, provided by 

members, two big tables full. We had a wonderful time catching 

up with our friends. The Wednesday Club team is amazing, 

everything ran like clockwork. 

Why don’t you come and join us, we meet at 2.00pm on the 

first Wednesday of every month. At our next meeting on 5th 

February we will be meeting Fran Gleeson, who will tell us 

about the Weldmar Hospice. Josie Wright 
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THIS marks a £39 million increase in spending from last year, 

injecting much needed funding into essential services for 

residents, especially vulnerable children and adults. 

Additional funding includes: 

 £14.5 million for adult social care and housing services 

 £1.5 million for children’s services, and 

 £4 million for Place services including transport, highways 

and planning services. 

Councils are required by law to set a balanced budget with 

expenditure equal to revenue. Dorset Council faces rising 

pressures on services, for example with the growing number of 

older people in Dorset who need social care support. The 

additional cost of service delivery next year is forecast to be 

£83.4 million. Yet council funding is set and limited by 

Government and this sum is not affordable. 

The council’s budget proposals therefore also outline 

significant cost-saving measures of around £44 million to be 

delivered in the following ways: 

 new service grants and income - £12 million 

 managing and meeting need differently - £14 million 

 reducing 3rd party spend - £3 million 

 and operating more efficiently as a council - £14.4 million  

The council has developed a transformation plan to streamline 

council operations including increased use of technology, better 

customer service, working more closely with communities, and 

lower operating costs. Over the coming years, these changes will 

result in a slimmer council with fewer staff.  

The detailed proposals are set out in a budget and medium-

term financial plan which will go before the council’s scrutiny 

committees next week. To support these initiatives, the council 

proposes a council tax increase of just under 3 per cent and a 2 

per cent adult social care precept. This equates to an additional 

24p a day for most households. Details will be available with 

council tax bills in March and online after the budget is approved 

at Full Council on 11 February. 

Cllr Simon Clifford, Cabinet member for Finance and Capital 

Strategy, said: “We are making substantial investments in 

essential services. Since taking leadership of the council last 

May, we’ve prioritised housing, economic growth, supporting 

communities, and addressing the climate and nature crisis. 

“It continues to be a tough financial climate for councils with 

inflation, the new requirement to pay higher employee National 

Insurance costs, and the ever-increasing need for social care 

services, particularly with our growing older population in Dorset. 

“Despite these national financial challenges, we are making 

tough decisions to secure a strong financial future for Dorset 

Council and deliver the services our residents need most.” 

The budget setting process takes place in several stages. The 

proposals are considered by two scrutiny committees, then 

reviewed and submitted to Cabinet, and then to Full Council  

in February for final approval. The public meetings are as follows: 

6 30pm, Tuesday 28th January ‒ Cabinet 

6.30pm, Tuesday 11th February ‒ Full Council 

These committee meetings can be viewed online and in person.  

Dorset Council has set out proposals for a £416 million budget for 
2025/26 
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From the archive, 15 years ago . . . 
www.milbornestandrew.org.uk/Reporter/Archive 

Reporter ‒ February 2010 
Yéttiés pérform at thé Villagé Hall,  

following its grant-fundéd réfurbishmént, 
snow and icé disrupts villagé lifé and thé 

WI célébratés its 65th annivérsary. 

The Yetties are coming 
THE trustéés of thé Villagé Hall havé arrangéd an évént for thé 

19th Fébruary 2010 to célébraté thé complétion of thé Hall  

upgradé as a résult of thé Péoplé’s Millions and Awards4All  

Lottéry grants. Othér largé scalé improvéménts aré ongoing, thé  

Playbuildér grant of £16k for a Zip wiré and Birdnést swing (béing 

installéd first wéék of Fébruary) and thé NDDC Livéability Fund 

grant of £46.5k for an all-wéathér Multi Usé Gamés Aréa (MUGA) 

on thé lowér playing fiéld. 

Comé and join thé célébrations from 6.30pm, thé Yéttiés will bé 

pérforming from 7.30pm. Thé événing will start with a short 

préséntation followéd by a célébration évént with drinks and 

nibblés continuing with an événing of plain unadultératéd fun with 

thé YETTIES. Hopéfully moré food and drink will bé laid on too (thé 

villagé hall has appliéd for a licénséd bar)! Bob Waltér, our local 

MP, is atténding and wé aré hoping that ITV and thé préss will 

comé along, as it was an ITV Méridian Péoplé’s Millions Lottéry 

Grant that startéd thé wholé ball rolling. 

Tickéts aré to bé pricéd at £6 pér pérson (a spécial subsidiséd 

pricé) and bécausé of thé éxpéctéd démand, local résidénts and hall 

usér groups will gét first option béforé opéning it up to thé Yéttiés 

followérs. Contact any of thé trustéés or chéck thé Villagé Hall  

noticé boards for moré détails. 

Richard Lock On behalf of The Village Hall Trustees 

The Perils of the Weather 
Reflections by Sue Gould 

YES – I know that thé grittérs havé béén out up to four timés évéry day 

to kéép thé roads opén, but it is thé littlé things that réally maké lifé 

hard. In our villagé for somé réason thé road past thé playing fiéld has 

béén VERY régularly grittéd, as has Milton Road up towards Milton 

Abbas, and I’m suré you can téll mé othér roads that havé béén 

similarly képt cléar. But théy can’t go évérywhéré, and many of our 

résidéntial roads havé béén réally léthal, with snow and black icé. 

Lét mé téll you somé of thé local casualtiés. Kay Parnaby slippéd as 

shé was délivéring thé last Reporter for us in Décémbér, and broké hér 

knéé cap on thé icé, shé is now on crutchés – what dédication to duty! Pat 

Bull followéd hér husband to hélp a fallén néighbour in Orchard Risé and 

féll véry héavily on hér back and héad on Christmas Evé, and is réally 

sufféring from Migrainés, Concussion, and back pain. Hazél Ingram was 

taking hér dog for a walk, and féll and broké a boné in hér wrist. 

Many of you had héating probléms – not a good timé whén thé 

wéathér was throwing évérything it could at us. Elainé and Ray Préston 

had big probléms with théir boilér whén it stoppéd working on Néw 

Yéars Day, with thé sparé part that it néédéd in Bournémouth, and 

snow covéréd roads, it was about a wéék béforé Signpost was ablé to 

gét it going again. Jo, thé managér at Thé Royal Oak, had frozén pipés in 

hér littlé bungalow. 

And as for closurés – our local shops stayéd opén (bléss thém), but 

thé school finally gavé up at lunchtimé on thé snowy Wédnésday (6th 

January) and sént thé childrén homé. I don’t think thé childrén mindéd! 

Sixty-five Years Young 
THIS Fébruary, Milborné’s W.I. célébratés it 65th birthday 
and it sééms a good timé to réviéw how far thé W.I. has 
travélléd sincé 1945, what it méans to mémbérs and whéré 
it is going in thé futuré. Wé talkéd to Héathér Hogg, thé 
currént Présidént and also thé longést sérving mémbér who 
joinéd 40 yéars ago this yéar whén shé was a véry young 
mothér. Néwly arrivéd in thé villagé and fééling homésick. A 
néighbour took hér to hér first W.I. mééting and within 
wééks shé was part of a circlé of young womén with childrén 
who forméd a kéy group of mémbérs. 

Linda Wright, who joinéd last yéar, liké Héathér was néwly 

arrivéd and looking for friéndship. At first wary of thé “Jam and 

Jérusalém” imagé, shé was délightéd to find liké minds in thé W.I. 

Book Club and through mémbérship of thé committéé. As soméoné 

not particularly intéréstéd in crafts, Linda was imprésséd by thé 

National W.I.’s widér involvémént in campaigning and fééls that thé 

général public aré not awaré énough of thé  work doné for such 

variéd causés as honéy béés, traffickéd 

womén and  public loos! Shé is thé movér 

béhind our Chocolaté Extravaganza on 20th 

Fébruary, whén wé hopé lots of péoplé will 

comé to méét us. But Linda, too, fééls théré is 

a dangér of a slow, local décliné if moré kéén 

and énérgétic womén aré not récruitéd to 

také ovér from présént  mémbérs and hélp thé 

W.I. rémain a thriving important and rélévant 

part of villagé lifé. Heather V. Hogg 
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THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN,TOLPUDDLE AND 
MILBORNE WITH DEWLISH 

PART OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY 

Hidden growth 
February can sometimes feel like a bit of a non-time. The excitement of 
Christmas and the New Year are past and Easter is still a way off, even if 
the shops have been trying to sell us chocolate eggs since the back-end of 
last year. The weather is often changeable, the days still short and the 
trees bare. 

But it is not a month without hope. Signs of the coming Spring are 
apparent: days, though still usually cold, are beginning to lengthen, and 
changes in nature can be seen. Snowdrops and early flowers are in bloom, 
and even in the stillness of winter, new life stirs beneath the surface. 

This sense of quiet growth mirrors our spiritual journeys. Life can 
sometimes feel as though it’s on pause — we can feel that we are stuck, 
not moving forward, existing rather than living or even going backwards. 
But these times might be necessary as we ready ourselves for what is to 
come. As the earth prepares for its next season in unseen ways, so we can 
trust that God is at work in our lives too, even if we cannot immediately 
see the growth that is happening. 

This month is a good time to reflect on how we can nurture the seeds 
of faith, hope and love in our own hearts and communities. It might be 
through taking time to pray, listen, or spend moments of stillness in 
God’s presence. Maybe it will be through acts of kindness, reaching out to 
someone who might feel isolated, or supporting a cause that aligns with 
Jesus’s call to care for one another. 

A small pinprick of light can make a huge difference in a dark room. 
As we journey together through this month, let us be lights for each 
other. Let us celebrate the small joys, support those in need, and take 
each step with faith that brighter days are ahead. 

With best wishes 

Services in the Benefice of 
Puddletown, Tolpuddle,  
Milborne with Dewlish 

February 
 

2nd February – Presentation of Christ 
9.30a.m. Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30 Milborne Praise Milborne 

11.00 Parish Communion   Puddletown 

 Church Room 

11.00 BCP Morning Prayer  Dewlish 

 (traditional language) 

 

9th February – 4th Sunday before Lent 
9.30a.m. Parish Communion Milborne  

11.00 Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

 Church Room 

11.00 Parish Communion Dewlish 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

  

16th February – 3rd Sunday before Lent 
9.30a.m. Parish Communion Tolpuddle  

9.30 Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00 Parish Communion Puddletown 

 Church Room 

11.00 Family Service Dewlish 

 

23rd February – 2nd Sunday before Lent 
9.30a.m. Parish Communion Milborne 

10.00 Go Fourth Tolpuddle  

11.00 BCP Morning Prayer  Puddletown  

 (traditional language)               Church Room 

11.00 Parish Communion Dewlish  

 

MORNING PRAYERS 
Monday – Thursday. 8.30am; Saturday. 9.00am 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman 

(sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com) for the link 

Sarah 

Church Contacts 
Vicar Sarah Hillman 01305 848784  

E-mail: sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com 

Churchwardens 

Milborne St. Andrew  

Pam Shults 01258 837203 

Tony Fox 07368 145584 

Dewlish 

Jim Burg 01258 837466  

Sue Britton 01258 837218 

Benefice Office 

Emma Hughes 

puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

or by telephone on 01305 849039 

Notes from St. Andrew’s 
THE last time I wrote it was Advent Sunday, and now, by the time you read this the 

Christmas season will have ended/be ending with the celebration of Candles, forty days 

after Christmas Day. 

December was a busy month, as usual. The month began with some of our Church 

members being invited to join the First School Christmas Lunch. Thank you for the 

invitation; we enjoyed the food and socialising. 

On the third Sunday in Advent, Pam led worship in Stillness on the theme of “Joy”, it 

being Gaudete Sunday. In the afternoon, we held a Christingle, the first post-covid. 

Those who attended enjoyed making their Christingles and doing other Christmas-

related crafts. Tony led a short Service, which somehow included Mr Potato Head 

(don’t ask) before everyone enjoyed refreshments. Thank you to all those attending and 

for all the help given in so many ways on the day. 

The First School Carol Service took place on the 18th and was a joyful celebration 

based around the poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas.” Lively singing, poetry 

written by pupils, and clear reading added to the enjoyment of this annual event. “Pigs 

in Blankets” were referred to frequently in the poetry, and even some “burnt sprouts!” 

Our Carols by Candlelight was very well attended. A choir formed for the occasion 

sang three pieces to much acclaim. Thank you to all who read the Lessons, sang, and 

acted as Sidespersons, to those who had decorated the Church, to the Bellringers for 

ringing before the Service, to Becky for bringing the Christmas Tree from the School to 

the Church (and to the School for donating it), and to Pam who decorated it. Mulled 

wine and delicious refreshments were enjoyed at the Old Rectory after the service, 

which was a kind invitation from Sarah and Michael Shorrocks: “Thank You!” 

Jo Lacy-Smith celebrated the First Eucharist of Christmas Day (“Midnight in 

Bethlehem”), preaching a thought-provoking sermon about The Shepherds. The Choir, 

augmented by Stuart, Sam, and William, sang during the Communion. 

Continued on page 13 

mailto:puddletownbenefice@outlook.com
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Do you need transport for surgery and other  
medical appointments? If so, we can help. 

 
Milton Abbas NeighbourCar is an established  
voluntary transport scheme covering the area  

served by Milton Abbas surgery. We can take you 
to medical appointments and certain social 

events. 
 

WE ALSO NEED MORE DRIVERS – you can  
commit whatever time suits your  

circumstances. 
 

Ring 01258 470333 to register  
or to obtain more information. 

 
Local villages covered:  

Milborne, Cheselbourne and Dewlish 

A Darby 
Building Services Ltd 

  
  
 
 
 

All Types of Building Work Undertaken; 
New Builds, Extensions, 

Structural Alterations, Kitchen, 
Bathrooms 

Telephone: 01258 470151 
01305 757162  

Mobile: 07974 260938 

Email: adbsltd@gmail.com 
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On Christmas morning, Sarah led our Celebration. We are 

grateful to all who supported us at St. Andrew’s over the festive 

period. 

On the Feast of the Epiphany, Tony led our commemoration  

of the visit of the Magi to the Christ child. Being nothing if  

not inclusive, our three “Wise Men” were female! Rose  

offered the gift of Gold and placed the first “King” in the Crib; 

Veronica offered Frankincense and Cate Myrrh. Angela read the 

Lesson and provided appropriately star-shaped biscuits to 

accompany our tea and coffee. John read T. S. Eliot’s “The 

Journey of the Magi”. As we thought about the New Year, we 

listened to “Turn, Turn, Turn” by The Byrds, based as it is on 

Ecclesiastes 3. 

Our next Milborne Praise will be on February the 2nd, 

Candlemas. On that day, Jesus was Presented in the Temple, and 

Simeon acclaimed Him as “The Light to lighten the Gentiles, and 

the glory of your people Israel.” May that Light shine on our 

paths this coming year. 

Tony & Pam, Churchwardens 

 

Dewlish Church Notes 
WHAT a joy it was to be able to take part in the Carol Service at 

our church! Both the small children’s acting out the Nativity 

story and the older ones’ readings were delightful. Our very 

talented musicians were superb. Thank you all so much for taking 

part, and well done to Jim for once again organising it all. The 

collection, amounting to £210, has been sent to the Children’s 

Society. After the service we enjoyed refreshments (provided by 

church members) in the Village Hall. 

Sarah led our Christmas morning service which was so lovely 

with the church looking splendidly colourful with all the greenery 

and white altar flowers, plus the stable tableau and well-

decorated Christmas tree. Jim is especially grateful to Patrick and 

Ethan for their help. It is so good to see younger members of our 

community helping. Very many thanks. 

We were delighted to see so many people at our Christmas 

Bazaar, despite the most horrendous weather imaginable!  

Many thanks to all who came, and especially to the hard  

workers running the stalls. There were so many lovely donations 

of cakes, prizes and other goods. Maisie again ran her stall of 

handcrafted Christmas decorations and competitions, the 

proceeds from which went to our church and hospital. Well done, 

Maisie! 

About £550 was raised for church funds – a great help towards 

meeting our expenses for 2025. We are having to pay £7,800 to 

our diocese office and £2,000 for insurance so we do appreciate 

the generosity of all our villagers and supporters. 

We are already making plans for the Spring with Lent lunches, 

Mothering Sunday and our Spring Sale on the agenda as usual. 

Finally, we wish everyone – albeit, rather belatedly! – a very 

happy and peaceful New Year. Daphne Burg 

 

Churchwarden on the move! 
I will have moved from my current address by the time you read 

this. Before you open the Champagne and begin organising 

parties to celebrate my departure, I will still be in Milborne! I can 

be found at The Ground Floor Flat, Manor Farmhouse, The 

Grove, Milborne St Andrew DT11 0JS. Entry is via the grey 

“Hobbit” door on the north side of the Farmhouse. Telephone: 

07368 145584.  Tony 

Bookends Good Read 
“The Cook” by Ajay Choudhry 
ONCE again this was a contentious read. Low scores for 
enjoyment from the majority of the group and middling for 
literary style and characterisation. The tale of a Calcutta 
policeman turned cook now living and working in Brick Lane, 
London had distinct possibilities. There was some insight into 
struggling communities, including the homeless. The 
multicultural elements all could have been more sensitively and 
interestingly explored than they were. Everyone agreed that to 
stretch our belief that an ex (and apparently “disgraced”) 
policeman could operate as an amateur sleuth in serious 
murder investigations in another country was too ridiculous to 
accept. Some of us mused that perhaps it was aimed at a 
teenage market such was the puerile humour and unlikely 
relationships. There had been a first book about the same 
character. This was referred to in an unnecessary aside which 
had no relevance to the plot. All were agreed that there was too 
much dialogue and not enough believable plot. In the Epilogue 
the convicted murderer chillingly thought of their “calm 
fulfilment after (each) murder”. This showed that the author 
had the possibility to write more reflectively than he had shown 
throughout the whole novel. Even more sinisterly that AI had 
been employed to aid him as one member pointed out was 
referred to in the Acknowledgments at the end. As the 
protagonist comments at the beginning “Working as a Cook 
isn’t conducive with solving murders”.              Carole Fornachon 

Continued from page 11 
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Inspire today to shape tomorrow 

Supporting Our Local Community 
in 2025 

OUR vision at St. Mary’s School is, ‘Inspire today to shape 

tomorrow’. Our students regularly put this vision into action by 

shaping their local communities through their volunteering, 

charity and project work. 

Once again this year, our Year 8 pupils have been supporting 

their local communities through their participation on the 

school’s Young Leaders Award. Pupils explore the concept of 

leadership, consider the importance of serving others and 

examine how to bring transformation to their communities.   

Julia Goy, T&E lead at St. Mary’s, said “Over the past four 

years, the course has resulted in many impressive action projects 

and has given pupils a chance to grow in confidence, 

commitment and care for others.”   

Here are just some of the volunteering projects that the 

students have undertaken since beginning Year 8 in September! 

 Serving at the Puddletown Christmas lunch 

 Fundraising for local charities 

 Donating clothes, books and toys to local charity shops 

 Planting daffodil bulbs in the school grounds 

 Painting pictures for a care home 

 Putting together a Christmas shoebox for a homeless 

charity 

 Litter picking 

 Collecting for Weymouth Foodbank 

 Organising afternoon tea for elderly 

residents 

 Helping elderly neighbours with their 

garden and window cleaning 

 Beach cleans 

 Making angels and sending messages of 

encouragement to neighbours 

 Cleaning and flower arranging for a local 

church 

 Building bat boxs for a local wildlife area 

That’s just a taste of what our students 

have been doing to support their local 

community, and we look forward to seeing 

many of these projects develop and 

flourish in 2025. We are incredibly proud 

of them all.   

We are always looking for opportunities 

to involve our students in supporting their 

local community.   

Another exciting local initiative in 

development this year is the Puddletown 

300 project which celebrates the 300th 

anniversary of the Puddletown village 

census that was carried out by the 

Reverend Henry Dawnay in 1724/1725. 

Dawnay surveyed the population of 

Puddletown house by house, recording a 

variety of key socio-economic data including the names, ages and 

occupations of all of the village’s residents. The picture 

Dawnay’s study paints of village life in the 1700s is fascinating 

and we are looking forward to working closely with project 

leader, Diana Hooper, and her team to explore how we bring 

Dawnay’s work to life for the present generation. Watch this 

space for updates on the Puddletown 300 project! 

Please let us know of local projects, local needs or ways we 

can help. We would love to hear your ideas! 

CONTACTS 
For further information, admission details or to arrange a visit, please contact the school office 

Head of School: Tim Ennion          Chair of Governors: Caleb Brown 

St Mary’s School Association: Chairpersons: Briony Hosford and Marie Chappell 

e-mail: office@stmaryscemiddle.uk          website: www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD          Tel: 01305 848293 

              St. Mary’s CE Middle School, Puddletown 
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Milton Abbas Surgery Art Competition 

FOR nearly a year now, we’ve been showcasing Andy Way’s 
book The Ways of Milborne St. Andrew. Recently, we’ve been 
looking at population trends in the village during the 19th 
century. In 1841, more than 20% of people in MSA had one of 
just four surnames: Davis, Biles, Brown and Way. Last month, we 
looked at the Davises (pp.39‒49 in Andy’s book) during the 
period 1841‒91, so now it’s the turn of the Biles (pp.49‒58 in 
the book). 

In 1841, the 47 Biles members comprised 11 people in 4 
houses in the MSA census, 14 in 3 houses in Milborne 
Churchstone (MC), and 22 in 3 houses in Milborne Stileham 
(MS). In the 1841 census, ages were often estimated to the 
nearest 5, so it is probably not the case that in 1826, Frances 
Biles gave birth to triplets. In one of the families in MS, there are 
two 35 year old women in the house; Martha is Robert’s wife, 
while Maria is his sister. In addition, there are 7 children in the 
house aged from 16 years down to 8 months.  

The Biles clan increases to 57 in 1851, in 11 households: 9 in 2 
houses in MSA, 8 people in 3 houses in MC, and 40 people in 6 
crowded houses in MS. The ages given in the 1851 census create 
a few puzzles, but with a little research we’re able to resolve 
them and show what people’s real ages were! To give an 
example, in MSA we see Benjamin and Frances living with their 6 
children, whose ages range from 30 to 19. However, the ages 
given for Benjamin and Frances are 42 and 57, respectively. This 
is unlikely, firstly given the 15-year age difference, but also 
because it would mean that Benjamin started having children 
when he was only 12 years old, with a 27-year old wife! We 
know to treat the ages given in the 1841 census with caution, so 
assuming that Benjamin was indeed 10‒15 years older than his 
wife, we can infer that his age in 1851 should be 62, as opposed 
to 42 as documented in the census return. 

In MS, Charles Biles (aged 16 in 1851) later marries Eliza Way 
(1837‒1915, from MSA; Andy’s 1st cousin 4x removed), and the 
following year they emigrate to Australia on board the Alfred, 
arriving in New South Wales on 23rd July 1857. Their first child 
Henry was born just 18 days later, so the journey must have 
been a difficult one with Eliza so heavily pregnant.  

In 1861, the number of Biles inhabitants decreases to 48, with 
19 people in 6 houses in MSA, and 29 in 6 houses in MS. Given 
our previous ruminations, here we see Benjamin’s age correctly 
given as 72! Other elderly Biles include Elizabeth (73), Mary Ann 
(75), and Robert (75). 

In 1871, there are just 29 people called Biles in the village, 
comprising 7 people in 2 houses in MSA – living next door to one 
another so probably the same family –  and 22 in 6 houses in 
MS. In the meantime, Benjamin has died so his wife Frances 
(aged 72) is named as head of the family in the 1871 census. We 
also find 47 year old Maria from MSA listed as a servant of the 
Stents, whose head John was headmaster of the Reformatory 
School. 

In 1881, the number of Biles in the village reduces still further 
to 21: 11 people in 3 houses in MSA, and 10 people in 4 houses 
in MS. A different Benjamin (aged 50) is listed as a ‘farmer of 80 
acres, employing 3 men and 1 boy’. He lives with two sisters, 
Frances and Mary, listed as ‘lady schoolteachers’.  

Finally, in 1891 there are just 18 inhabitants named Biles: 6 
people in 2 houses in MSA, and 12 in 4 houses in MS. Frances 
and Mary are still living together. Anthony Biles is living with his 

wife Mary and their two young daughters. Anthony and his 
daughters are from MSA, but Mary is stated as being from 
‘Lindon, Suriname’. Presumably this is Linden, Guyana, around 
100 miles from Suriname, but it is remarkable that Mary found 
her way to MSA. Finally, we see 60-year old George from MS, 
boarding with the Stickland family, who has been ever present 
in all censuses! 

Next month we’ll investigate the Browns over the same 
period. If you have or are related to someone called Davis, Biles, 
Brown, or Way, then you’re probably in Andy’s family tree on 
Ancestry! Please mail andy.way@adaptcentre.ie if you’d like a 
copy of his book, or would like to view the tree. 

Andy Way/Carole Fornachon 

PLEASE NOTE: Any copy for the March issue should be  

received no later than 14th February 

Davis, Biles,Brown and Way: Episode 9 of  
The Ways of Milborne St. Andrew by Andy Way 

Beware of illegal money 
lenders 

THE high cost of living means that many people are in debt after 
the Christmas period. While most will use credit cards or other 
official methods, some will risk taking cash from loan sharks who 
lend money illegally. 

If you can answer yes to one or more of these questions you 
might be borrowing from a loan shark: 
 Did they offer you a cash loan? 
 Did they not give you paperwork? 
 Did they add huge amounts of interest or APR to your loan? 
 Have they threatened you? 
 Are you scared of people finding out? 
 Have they taken your bank card, benefit card, passport, 

watch or other valuables from you? 
Illegal lenders may appear to be a friend offering a favour, but 
they often target people in vulnerable circumstances and the 
fact that they are unauthorised means borrowers are left with 
no protection when it comes to repaying the loan. 

In November a joint Trading Standards and England Illegal 
Money Lending Team investigation led to the prosecution of a 
47 year old woman who was money lending in the Exeter area. 
She had been lending money illegally through 110 loans while 
working as a professional carer.  

Anyone who has been affected by illegal money lending 
should call the Stop Loan Sharks 24/7 confidential helpline on 
0300 555 2222 or access support online at 
www.stoploansharks.co.uk. Live Chat is available on the website 
from 9.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday. 

Citizens Advice can help too with debt and money advice. 
They can provide information to help you make the 

right choices, including help to deal with your 
debt problems, how to avoid losing your home 
and how to get your finances back into shape. 
Visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-

money or contact your local Citizens Advice 
office. 
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View the Reporter each 

month in colour at 

www.milbornestandrew. 

org.uk/Reporter/index 

Sailor Bob’s Crossword, no prize just a bit of fun. Answers on page 25 

Clues 
 

Across 
1.    Horse Race (5,8) 
10.  Japanese Flower Arranging 
11.  French Grocer 
12.  Number 
13.  Thoughts 
14.  Standard 
15.  Awry 
17.  Try 
19.  Cycling Relay 
21.  Specimen 
24.  Patella 
26.  Eagle’s Nest 
27.  Porcelain 
28.  Freight 
30.  “Short” African Antelope  
31.  Whole Number 
32.  Unworthy 
33.  What you are looking at (9.4) 
 
Down 
2.    Choose again 
3.    Approaches 
4.    Tidiest 
5.    Choose again 
6.    Pythagoras? 
7.    Dismounts 
8.    Port of Rome 
9.    Haters of Spiders 
15.  Fruit 
16.  ________ Sleep 
18.  Tree 
20.  Anger 
22.  Flier 
23.  Facial Hair 
24.  Curlier (hair) 
25.  Large mammal 
28.  Io’s Guardian (Myth) 
29.  Doubter 

SUDOKU 
Fill in all the squares in the grid so 
that each row, each column and 
each of the 3x3 squares contains 
all the digits from 1 to 9.  

No prize, just a bit of fun. 
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A huge amount of public interest in her tales of aristocracy 
including Royalty, have brought her a fortune. This has 
compensated for the last act of her husband leaving his whole 
estate to his valet on his death. This has been contested and half 
is now with her grandson Cody. Her loyalty to her husband and 
to Princess Margaret is admirable, but in the case of Colin, too 
much equivocation grated. He bought the barren island of 
Mustique installing famous celebrities and the Princess herself. 
It is an amazing and fascinating tale of a “world gone by” in 
which Nanny ruled even choosing their charges clothes, having 
complete control. This was, apparently, never challenged by the 
parents. There was a strong belief within the group that this was 
the main factor in the recourse to drugs and other props by 
children whose parental love and care became too distant and 
without structure for their future lives. Yes, Anne Glenconner 
reveals a positive attitude to life, giving rare glimpses into her 
upbringing. A sadistic Nanny punished her regularly by tying her 
to the bed by her wrists all night above her head. This was a 
tapestry of sometimes appalling anecdotes and individual stories 
or a patchwork of examples which, in the view of Bookends’ 
members offered weak foundations for generalisations. She has 
become a publishing phenomenon also writing two novels, one 
set on Mustique and the other her ancestral home, Holkham, 
Norfolk. This writing has a conversational tone and as we 
understand the author could neither “type nor cook” so it seems 
her account was recorded then typed. Most of us read without 
much enjoyment of gilded lives seasoned with violence, 
decadence and scandal. It is worth pondering on the fact that 
the UK is still the only country where nobility is granted. 

Carole Fornachon 

Bookends Good Read “Whatever Next” by Anne Glenconner 



Reporter   February 2025   19 

 

CONTACTS 

Head of School: Michelle Cheeseman           School Receptionist/Admin Assistant: Holly Winning 

Chair of Governors: Paul Tasker             FOS Chairman: Kate O'Kelly  

e-mail: office@milborne.dorset.sch.uk       website: www.milborne.dorset.sch.uk       Tel: (01258) 837362       Fax: (01258) 837170 

Our School Values 
Respect For Self – We are kind to ourselves and responsible for our own learning 

Respect For Others – We are kind to each other. Our differences make us stronger 
Respect For Our World – We are part of nature. We will work together to make the world a better place 

Milborne St Andrew First School –  
It's Out Of This World! 

THIS week our 

children had the 

magical experience 

of a space dome 

visiting our school. 

Our Buttercup Class 

and Bluebell Class 

were shown around 

space by ‘Astronaut 

George’, visiting 

planets and flying through Saturn's ice rings, whilst our 

Honeysuckle Class got a tour of the International Space Station!  

Simon from Space Odyssey was full of knowledge and our 

children were mesmerized! When I asked some of them their 

thoughts, this is what they had to say: 

“I loved all the colours” Amalie, YrR 

“I liked all of the planets especially when they started to 

talk!” Jude, Yr1 

“I jumped when the rocket went BLAST OFF because it 

was so loud!” Ella, Yr2 

“I was able to ask lots of questions, it was really 

interesting” Tayla, Yr3 

“My favorite part was being able to lay down, relax and 

watch the stars” Sebastian, Yr3 

And it wasn’t just the children who 

learnt something new . . . 

“My favorite part of today was 

learning that the brightest star in 

the sky is called the Rainbow Star. 

I’m going to look out for it from now 

on!’ Miss Ross, Buttercup Class 

teacher. 

There really was something for 

everyone.  

Thank you so much to Simon and to 

the Ogden Trust. The Ogden Trust are 

enriching physics within a cluster of 

schools we are 

working with and 

heavily subsidised 

this wonderful 

experience. 

We will all 

definitely be 

looking up at the 

night sky a little 

differently 

tonight! 
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1   2   3   4   5   6 

        7             

8           9         

        10             

11 12   13     14 15   16   

                      

   18   19   20   21   22 

        23             

24           25         

        26             

27           28         

Across 
1.    Insects 
4.    Track 
7.    Lolly? 
8.    Seeded 
9.    Corn Stalks 
10.  Consume 
11.  Trailers 
14.  Needleworker 
17.  Wander 
20.  Native American Tent 
23.  Hearing Organ 
24.  Asian Country 
25.  Higher 
26.  Between Game and Match 
27.  Spirit 
28.  Flavouring plants 

Down 
1.    Melody  
2.    Tall Building 
3.    Edges 
4.    Exams 
5,    Directional Sign 
6.    Below 
12.  Skill 
13.  Drink 
15.  Centre of Storm 
16.  Female Sheep 
17.  Playground Ride 
18.  Cowboy Fair 
19.  Bread Ingredient 
20.  Not Lie 
21.  Writing Material 
22.  Deserves 

Junior corner no prize just a bit of fun. Answers on page 25 

SUDOKU 

Put the 

numbers 1 to 

4 in each row 

up and down, 

diagonally 

and 2x2 box 

Parish Council meeting notes  
THE review of the Traffic Management Trial that took place in 

October 2024 has been received from Dorset Council (DC) and is 

available to view on the Parish Council (PC) website under 

Noticeboards – see tinyurl.com/22kdrfsj. The review gives details 

of traffic queues, officer observations, road safety and a summary 

of findings. DC is yet to provide details of recommendations for 

a permanent implementation. 

Wyatt Homes is still in conversation with another party 

regarding access to the HIP from Coles Lane. 

Clerk Lewin has reviewed the grit bin situation around the 

parish. Those that were empty will be refilled. Clerk Lewin also 

proposed locations for new bins at the top of Huntley Down, 

lower Huntley Down, and Homefield. 

There was discussion about precept setting with lots of figures 

and details of planned spend and funds – see details in the 

January meeting agenda on the PC website. In summary the 

increase of precept for a band D property will increase by £2.20. 

It is planned that a handrail at The Snickets will be installed by 

end of the third week of January 2025. 

Planning application ref P/PAAC/2024/07560 Land west of 

Springfield, Dewlish Road – change of use and conversion of 

agricultural building to dwelling house. PC objected to the 

application based on it falling outside of the defined development 

boundary as detailed in the Milborne St. Andrew Neighbourhood 

Plan. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th February 2025 at 

the Village Hall, 7pm start. Everyone is welcome.     Jo Whitfield 

      3 

4       

      2 

1       
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The Little White Box By Josie Wright 
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Contact: Ian and Kelly Joyce 
01258 881173   ‒    07789 724082 

ijmotorsdorset@gmail.com 
Gorse Hill Unit, DT11 0LH 

I J Motors 
We are a local, family-run business 

Established for over 40 years 

Servicing, repairs and MOT work 

All makes and models 

Air conditioning specialists 

Full Diagnostic and Wheel Alignment facilities 

Free local collection and return 

Stickland & District 

Table Tennis Club for Adults 

This friendly table tennis club has some spare room 

for additional players!  

We play on Tuesdays from 2—4 pm and most 

Fridays from 7—9 pm.  

Cost is £2 per session—with the first taster one free.  

If you would like to play,  

give Graham a ring on 880740. 

We play at the village hall in Winterborne Stickland. 
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Players Monday 7.00pm weekly. 
Line Dancing Tuesday 7.30pm weekly. 
Wednesday Club 2.00pm 1st Wednesday monthly. 
Yoga Thursday 3.30pm weekly (term time only). 
Karate Thursday 5.10pm weekly. 
Women’s Institute 7.30pm 2nd Thursday monthly. 
Gardening Club 7.30pm 3rd Thursday monthly. 
Artsreach Events – look out for the posters. 

Check the Village Hall Notice Board for any other events that are 
one off for you to join in with. 
 

Regular Bookings at Sports & Social Club 

Pilates Monday 6.30–7.30pm. 
Yoga Tuesday 6.15–7.45pm. 
Stitchcraft (kids) Wednesday 4.15–5.15pm and 5.30–6.30pm, 
Thursday 4.00–5.00pm  
Surgery Wellbeing Papercraft Group 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
1.30–3.30pm. 
Sewcial Crafters (adults) Thursday 1.00–3.00pm and  
5.30–7.30pm 
Kickboxercise Thursday 7.00–8.00pm (school holidays only). 
Yoga (Mellulah) Friday mornings. 
Beavers Friday 5.30–6.45pm. 
Football Saturdays and Sundays. 
Private parties, birthdays, wedding receptions check online 
calendar. 
Check the Sports & Social online calendar on the village website 
for any other events you might be able to join in with. 
 

Ladybirds Playgroup Monday–Friday 9.00am. 
Badminton Wednesday 6.30–8.00pm (term time only). 
Kickboxercise Thursday 7.00–8.00pm (term time only). 

What’s on in February 
Wednesday 5th Wednesday Club Village Hall 2.00pm. 
Wednesday 5th Parish Council Meeting Village Hall 

7.00pm. 
Thursday 6th  
Saturday 8th Community Café Village Hall 10.00am. 
Thursday 13th to The Milborne Players Pantomime 
Saturday 15th Aladdin 7.30pm start, Saturday matinee  
 2.30pm start Tickets £8 ‒ see page 16. 
Friday 14th Bridge The Royal Oak 2.30pm. 
Friday 14th Deadline for February’s Reporter. Send 

your articles and photographs via email to 
msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk or give to a 
member of the Team. Team members can 
be found on page 2. 

Thursday 20th Gardening Club Growing on chalk Village 
Hall 7.30pm. 

Friday 21st Bridge The Royal Oak 2.30pm. 
Friday 21st Milborne Movies Wonka Village Hall 

7.30pm ‒ see page 13. 
Friday 28th Bridge The Royal Oak 2.30pm. 
Friday 28th Artsreach event Village Hall 7 30pm ‒ see 

page 3. 
Friday 28th Milton Abbas Surgery Artists of the Year 

deadline for entries ‒ see page 5. 

Answers to Junior page on page 21 

M O T H S   T R A I L 

U   O   I C E   R   O 

S O W E D   S T R A W 

I   E   E A T   O   E 

C A R T S   S E W E R 

  R   E       Y   W   

S T R A Y   T E P E E 

W   O   E A R   A   A 

I N D I A   U P P E R 

N   E   S E T   E   N 

G H O S T   H E R B S 

Answers to Sailor Bob’s Crossword 
on page 17 
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Community Contacts 
More information about many community organisations can be found on www.milbornestandrew.org.uk 

Community Centres 

Dewlish Village Hall  

 Chairman: Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

 Booking Secretary: Margaret Groves 01258 837617 

Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall  

 Chairman:  Linsey O’Neill 07798 720812  

 Booking Secretary: Susan Poet 07866 313999 

MSA Sports & Social Club Bookings: Philip Smith 07776 561105 

Councils 

Dorset Councillor Emma Parker 07411 149997 

Parish Council Dewlish  Clerk: Amanda Crocker  

dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

  Chair:  07973 167117 

Parish Council  Clerk: Wayne Lewin 07419 136735 

 Milborne St. Andrew      Chair: Richard Macnair 07774 081551 

milbornestandrew@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

   

Dorset Council Services: For matters relating to roads repairs, bins, 

litter, environmental health, planning, footpaths and parking, 

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or call  01305 221000 

Flooding: Environment Agency Floodline 03459 881188 

Environmental Incident: Environment Agency Hotline  0800 80 70 60 

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency 

South West Highways hello@swhitd.co.uk 01404 821500 

Wessex Water Sewerage Floodline 03458 505959 

General – Adult 

Moonlight Swing Band Gillian Pink 01305 260731 

M.A. Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470333 

Wednesday Social Club Josie Wright 01258 839090 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke 01929 471732 

General – Youth 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers  Sam Elliott 07873 762035 

Busy Bees Leah House  07825 563862 

  Louise Emily  07944 875337 

Milborne Ladybirds Samantha Mercer 07767 450967 

 Police 

Police Non-emergency contact (North Rural team) 101  

Contact us | Dorset Police Online is dealt with in exactly the same way 

as non-emergency 101 phone calls.  

School 

Milborne First School 

 Head of School Michelle Cheeseman 01258 837362 

 Chair Governors:  Paul Tasker  

 Friends of School Chair:  Kate O'Kelly  

St. Mary’s Puddletown Tim Ennion  01305 848293 

Special Interest 

Bridge Group Laurie Benn 01258 837720 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258 837089 

Dog Training Behaviour Natasja Lewis 07896 275357 

Food and Wine Club Steve O’Neill 07490 691121 

MSA Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837661 

MSA Gardening Club Bill Love 01258 837677 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793319 

Village History Group Pam Shults 01258 837203 

Sport 

Hardy Country Bowmen  Mike Healy 01300 342134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839117 

Circuit training Grace Martin 01305 213885 

Cricket – Dewlish Elaine Kellaway 01258 837696 

Karate Peter Thompson 07873 116118 

wessexmartialarts@gmail.com  

Kickboxercise Jon Dodd 07742 015121 

Pilates (school) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Football – Milborne Sports Kelvin Dormer-Woolley 07544 725855 

Football – Veterans Paul David 07841 506839 

Skittles – Dewlish Simon Ross 01258 837606 

Tap Dancing for Adults Kevin Selby 01305 250386 

Tennis Rich Hawker 07393 309037 

Yoga (at school) Sue Chapman 01305 848053 

Yoga (at Sports & Social Club) Saira Francis 01258 880505 

Yoga (at Village Hall) Angela Johnson 01258 839060 

Health 

Bere Regis Surgery  01929 471268 

Milborne St. Andrew Surgery   01258 880210  

Milton Abbas Surgery   01258 880210 

Puddletown Surgery  01305 848333 

NHS for non-emergencies   111  

Patient Voice Secretary Nigel Hodder 07983 013781 

Please let the Reporter know if 
any of these details change 

Remember 
By Jan Beaumont ©️ 

We all know that we’re getting older 
One day we’ll no longer be young  
So we need to remember the things that we loved 
And the names of the songs that were sung. 
 
Let go of the negative memories  
Those things that have long come and gone 
At the end of the day they meant nothing at all 
We forgot them, then wisely moved on. 
 
Remember the people who loved 

you 
The joy when our kids were so small 
The warmth of the sun and the 

smell of the grass 
At the end just remember it all. 
 
Think of the things we 

accomplished 
The successes we had through the years 
Forget any dark times when things weren’t so good 
Remember the laughter, not tears. 
 
Put away memories you treasured 
In the list that you save for old age 
Make sure the last leaf in the book of your life 
Is a loving and positive page! 

tel:07866313999
tel:07776%20561105
mailto:milbornestandrew@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/home.aspx
mailto:hello@swhitd.co.uk
https://www.dorset.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us-beta/contact-us/
mailto:wessexmartialarts@gmail.com
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