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Your Local Hairdresser

MSA
Community Caft

@ the Village tHall

&
Saturday 11th April

10.000m unktil Middag

Come along for bacown butties, coffee and
cake or a soft drink
whilst you meet up with friends,
Books and puzzles 50p wmin donation,
Cash or card payment accepted,

Yoga for You

Practising yoga for a very short time each day has
amazing benefits.... but you need help deciding
what it's best to do. | teach individually, whether

your prime interest is maintaining your health,
healing, or spiritual development.

For information, ring Sarah Ryan 01258 839230
or email: saryan6630@gmail.com

www.sarahryanyoga.co.uk

Disclaimer
THE views expressed in the Reporter are not necessarily those of
the editorial team. Also, please be aware that articles and
photographs printed in the Reporter will be posted on our
website and so are available for anyone to access. The Reporter is
not responsible for the content of any advertisement or material
on websites advertised within this magazine.

Please note

Please ensure that your anti-virus software is up to date before
e-mailing. Copy should be sent as a Word (or other) text file and
do not embed pictures, logos, etc. into the document. Photos
should be sent as separate .jpg files. Do not send articles as .pdf.
Do not send anything as .html as it will be deleted on arrival. All
these things may seem small to you but it does make all the
difference in time saved later.

Advertise with the Milborne St. Andrew Reporter

Distributed to approximately 525 homes 11 times each year
Full page £315.00 p.a. / £58.00 per issue
Half page £205.00 p.a. / £37.00 per issue
Quarter page 110.00 p.a. / £21.00 per issue
Eighth page £73.50 p.a. / £11.50 per issue
Back page £525.00 per annum

Community events at the Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall, half page or
less free of charge, other community events in Milborne St. Andrew at
half the above rates for half page or less, all subject to availability.

Advertising copy MUST be received by the 13th of the month

msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk

Your Reporter Team

Linda and Pete Constant, Nigel Hodder, Heather V. Hogg,
David Payne, Ed Richards, Linda Wright
John and Josie Wright
Advertising: Ed Richards 01258 837907 (07843 018007)
Advertising renewals: Pete Constant 01258 839246 (daytime)
Distribution: Nigel Hodder 07983 013781
Editor: David Payne 01258 837700
Treasurer and photography: Heather V. Hogg 01258 837392

Copy for the next issue MUST be received by mid-day 14th April

Enquiries and copy to: msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
E-copy as .docx or .pub files, pictures as .jpg files please.
Paper copy to any of the team.
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MSA Food and Wine Club

OUR flood-delayed AGM eventually took place on Tuesday 10th
March at The Royal Oak. Over 70% of members attended for
dinner followed by the AGM, many staying on for a game of
skittles. Congratulations to new member John Mclaughlin
winning 1st prize. The Royal Oak did a marvellous job of feeding
all of us at 6.30pm from the varied full choice of the pub menu.
Steve and Linsey joined the committee in 2020, before
becoming chairman and secretary in 2022. To show our grateful
thanks they were presented with a two stags’ heads wine cooler
(see photo). Having been elected to replace Steve, I now have a

hard act to follow! But I
have a fantastic team.
Committee meetings are
fun (by necessity they
involve food and wine —
it’s a tough job, but some
of us have to do it).

MSA is a wonderful

Milborne St Andrews

i

2 STEVE & LINSEY
FoodGWine

By Order of the Faithful

YOU ARE HEREBY

RELINQUISHED OF YOUR place to live. It’s full of so
DUTIES many lovely and special
: people. 1 find this very

signed . . .
" s evident in the various
f//’f/r /”1%/” i clubs and groups that I

belong to. In particular,
whenever 1 go to a Food
and Wine Club event, |
know that I am going to be
in a happy place. There is
never a dull moment. We
don’t just eat and drink! We fill our senses with sampling,
tasting, aromas, learning, laughter and much more, and especially
kindness and friendship.

For more information contact msa.foodandwineclub@gmail.com.
Penny Pearce

LA grntefiol thanks from ALl of ses for eversthing yow have

flone for the eluf ovier the past six years.

The M4 Foog § Wine sk

Deadline for the next issue 14th April

Send your articles to the Reporter by e-mail at
msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk or give to a member of the team

Village Hall Race Night

ON Saturday 7th March, 72 horses galloped around the village
hall. Not real ones, you understand, but on the big screen nine
races each of eight horses were shown and the 50 people in
attendance had the opportunity to put their racing knowledge to
the test and attempt to pick a winner. Some of them even
ventured into horse ownership with the lucky winning owners
receiving a prize. Many observed that this was the best way to
own a horse — no need to muck out the stables at the end of the
night!

The entry ticket included a supper provided by our local
“Friday night” fish and chip van and, together with a few
drinks from a well-stocked bar, everyone enjoyed a great
night out.

The event raised over £750 profit providing additional funds
for the Village Hall, helping us to maintain it and the
surrounding grounds and equipment for the benefit of the
residents of Milborne St. Andrew and visitors alike.

We are looking to encourage more trustees to come and join
our small willing band of people. There is no financial
requirement to become a Trustee; just be prepared to give up
some of your time supporting the various functions needed to
manage a facility that provides so much enjoyment as well as
being a convenient meeting place for all in the area.

If you wish to join us, please contact one of the existing
Trustees whose contact details can be found on the village
website. Nigel Hodder (Treasurer)

Garden services offered in the village
> Grass cutting

> Strimming
> Weeding
_ § > Garden clearing
> Log chopping
> Exterior painting
and more!

|

0 Sam Richardsr

GARDEN SERVICES

Call or message Sam on

INSURED @) 07947 153026
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HOCONSWOODEURNERS

SALES]IGIINSTALLATIONS

20% DISGOUNT

ON STOVES FOR SUMMER INSTALLATIONS FROM
MAY TO SEPTEMBER...BEAT THE WINTER RUSH !!!

WOooD
AND MULTI FUEL
STOVES

FLEXIBLE FLUE
LINERS &RIGID
FLUE SYSTEMS

CHIMNEY & ROOF
REPAIRS

ALL BUILDING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

FREEQUOTATIONS
&FULLY INSURED

HETAS 4/
Checkatrade.com

WWW.LOGON-WOODBURNERS.COM

GALL STEVE GUSGOTT
M: 07733 477729 T: 01258 858537

A Darby
Building Services Ltd

All Types of Building Work Undertaken;
New Builds, Extensions,
Structural Alterations, Kitchen,
Bathrooms
Telephone: 01258 470151
01305 757162
Mobile: 07974 260938

Email: adbsltd@gmail.com

Slimming World
| Now at
Puddletown Village Hall, DT2 8RX
On Thursdays at 7.30pm
Call Julie 07871 821928 for more details
ket e Q/\ Slining

K @0344 897 8000

FMITNAIarM HNBiImme Voar i are X \Waivino semwviree
Companions for your friend. Peace of mind for their people.

‘& Solo & Group walks (max 4 dogs)
‘&' Comfort and Companion visits
for Dogs, Cats & Small Animals
‘&' Tailored Pet Care Visits
bl A 7 Years Experience
‘&' IMDT Certificate in Dog Walking
Fully Insured - Pet First Aid — Basic DBS - Member of PDWA

2y &5
PHONE: 07900 207796 g’»
EMAIL: outwardhoundspetcare@gmail.com -y
FB: Outward Hounds Pet Care & Walking Services
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M.A.B

HEATING

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance

Breakdowns - Repairs -
Oil - Gas - LPG
Mark Benfield
T:07974 249287

mark(@mabheatingservices.co.uk




Changing of the guard at March PC

ONGOING discussions about flood matters in the village
brought a few extra residents to March’s Parish Council meeting
to add their experiences of the very high groundwater in
February. Cllr Macnair, on his last meeting as chair of the
council, said that actions since the meeting have included looking
at the potential of an additional sandbag store in the Milton Road
area, looking at engineering solutions to the choke points of the
river, assessing the more effective closing of Milton Road in
times of flood and the issue of getting riparian owners to take
responsibility, which required the Environment Agency to act.
He also reiterated the need for a volunteer from the village to act
as flood warden, get in touch if you are interested.

A resident on The Causeway talked about her and her
husband’s experience of being flooded and asked what could be
done for the future of the village since wetter winters with
heavier downpours are now the norm. Cllr Macnair expressed
sympathy with those affected but pointed to the choke points at
March Bridge (Church Hill/Causeway junction) and other
bridges that are low. He said the issue used to be under the A354
but this was enlarged in 2010 and the gulleys in The Causeway
do help but this time they were overwhelmed. Another resident
raised the issue of lorries using Milton Road whilst it was
flooded and endangering her home and others. There was also
concern from a villager that, unlike previous years, there were no
tankers to pump out the sewers this time. However, he was
informed that Wessex Water would not do this until the
groundwater was below the level of their pipework.

Clerk, Wayne Lewin, said the call had gone out to source land
for another sandbag store. He suggested combination padlocks
should be used to secure the sheds so that only Milborne
residents could access them since it was claimed that
neighbouring villages had taken some. Some councillors said that
this was fine since it is Dorset Council stock. Mr Lewin said that
after the floods, he had written to the PCSO, Highways,
Environment Agency, Wessex Water and Simon Hoare, MP,
asking a variety of questions from responsibility of road closures,
riparian ownership and water testing. He received little response
except from Mr Hoare who he said had agreed to a meeting. A
resident, who had independently set up a meeting with the MP
and had booked the Village Hall for the event, disputed what Mr
Lewin was saying. She was organising a resident-led meeting
and felt that it was being hijacked by the Parish Council, so she
asked the clerk when he had contacted Mr Hoare. Mr Lewin said
he couldn’t remember but it was suggested by the resident he
could look it up on his laptop in front of him. At this, he left the
meeting.

After a suspension of five minutes, Cllr Macnair continued the
meeting. Two dates in March had been set for consultation of the
traffic calming proposal on the A354 by The Royal Oak; one to
be held in conjunction with the community café, but both
sessions will have gone ahead now.

There was a grant request for a weekly bus service to
Dorchester and Blandford on alternate weeks. Dorset Community
Transport is offering the village to join the end of their network
for £250 for what is an assisted service. Although the fare of £8
return is higher than the scheduled public bus, councillors could
see the benefit of a near door-to-door service for residents who
may have difficulty in getting to a regular bus stop. It was agreed
to fund the service for a year and monitor the usage of residents
to see if it is worthwhile. It was also suggested that the service
should be promoted so that villagers knew about it to give it the
best chance of success.

Earlier in the meeting, an update was given about the proposed
development on the old factory car park on Lane End, near
Blandford Hill. The developer, Bracken Group, have said they
have given everything Dorset Council requires for them to make
a decision. Bracken will update the PC on 20th April.

At an external conference for council clerks, data protection
and communication were big points of discussion. The data
protection area has been covered but how parish councils
communicate with residents is up for assessment — is the PC
communicating effectively or are there other methods or anything
else the PC could be doing?

Cllr Rob Greening spoke about the Annual Village Meeting,
set for 22nd April and letters had gone out to groups to invite
them to attend as well as to potential guest speakers. He also
gave a special thank you to Nelda Oakes who kindly bought
primroses to replace the ones recently taken.

CllIr Greening also offered profuse thanks to Richard Macnair
for all of his hard work over many years for the village in his
position of chair of the Parish Council. Cllr Greening will be
taking over the role of chair at the next meeting.

Ed Richards

The Annual Village Meeting will take place on Wednesday
22nd April at 7.00pm at the Village Hall — all residents are
welcome to attend and have a free drink!

The next Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 6th May
at 7.00pm at the Village Hall.

BSO comes to the village hall

AT THE end of February, Artsreach brought the Bournemouth
Symphony Orchestra’s Teatime Trio to the village hall for a

‘Cake Concert’. There was an audience of 57 who thoroughly
enjoyed the beautiful sounds of a harp, flute and cello being
played. The audience was encouraged to sing, drink tea and eat
lots of cake! Everyone agreed that this popular event should be
repeated. Angela Johnson
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Computer Problems?

BLACKCAP
COMPUTING LTD

A friendly personal service...
Ring and have a chat.

Mobile : 07979 853683
Email: blackcapsteve@gmail.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Ubiquiti Enterprise Wireless Admin Certified

PN, Gray Electrical

Limited

AGRICULTURAL - DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL -
COMMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS

ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS!

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN FROM MINOR WORKS TO
INSTALLATIONS.
THIS INCLUDES INSPECTING AND TESTING PROPERTIES, UNDERTAKE
REWIRES AND
ANY GENERAL MAINTENANCE.

PLEASE CONTACT US ON THE PHONE OR EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTATION
OR SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE:

TEL: 01258-837354
MOB: 07774-838851
EMAIL: pngrayelectrical@btinternet.com
www.pngrayelectrical.co.uk

RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE AND A FAST RESPONSE
ELECTRICAL SERVICE,

- IN DORSET AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES.

NI ERR NS ENR
pomestic 73\ APPROVED
insTALLer (=) CONTRACTOR

ER] ED RICHARDS

HOME MAINTENANCE

Handyman services & general
property maintenance

including

Electrical + Plumbing

Time-served electrician

Carpentry « Flat-pack builds

...and most other work undertaken

.
.

*. .
. o ”oe o

* !

D>

From repairs to new projects,
call or message Ed on

07843 018007

MILBORNE-BASFD, RESIDENT FOR 20 YFARS

a— | J Motors

We are a local, family-run business

Established for over 40 years
Servicing, repairs and MOT work
All makes and models
Air conditioning specialists
Full Diagnostic and Wheel Alignment facilities

Free local collection and return

&) et 'g’;:’ P
s
’
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Contact: lan and Kelly Joyce
01258 881173 — 07789 724082

ijmotorsdorset@gmail.com
Gorse Hill Unit, DT11 OLH




Junior Page
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TP B T & 1 Portable PC 2 Excuse
‘= 5 Cooked Potato 3 Giant
\l‘E I I E ns 7 ltalian Car 4  Sit for painting
= 8 Dog Star 5 Hilarity
9 BigCats 6 Team, Group
to the Reporter 11  Scold 10 Nocturnal Bird
13 Tropical Fruit 12 EIf

Dear Editor, 16 River Horse 14 Bird of Prey
Following my appeal last October for residents to keep an 20 Breakfast food container 15 Happen

eye out for our tortoise who had gone missing, | am 21  Islamic State 17 Cake covering
pleased to say she has now re-appeared. She was 22 Member of the House of 18  “Quiet” Instrument
extremely muddy from her self hibernation out of sight Lords 19 Goad
Cogh ¥ EATE NS g i/ ; ' 23 Area

7 .‘ )» ¥ ! \‘”‘ : Pt

in our garden but now looks much better now she has
been cleaned up. | am very grateful to all those who
looked for her or showed thoughtful sympathy for her
disappearance. She is now 34 years old and having

initially weighed 25 grams and fitted on a 50p piece, she 22
now weighs 4.2 kilos.  Pip Bowell

Picture
SUDOKU What is this?

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, each column
and each of the 3x3 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.
No prize, just a bit of fun.

51
2

~N
&)

Quiz

1. The next King will be which number King William?

2. Who recorded the album “Man’s Best Friend”?

3. Where would you find your taste buds?

4. Who wrote the children’s book “Chitty-Chitty Bang Bang”?
5. Which football team play their home matches at Molineux?

Answers on page 25
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Philip Trim
Contractors
| qu & SURRY SOLUTIONS

ATE
(T
Do you need your septic tank or water
treatment plant emptied?
Our range of liquid waste collection and disposal
services for homes and businesses include septic tank §

and cesspit emptying, drains and gullies, grease traps,
catchment pits, high pressure jetting and more...!

01929 472192

Call our friendly team to find out more about
our competitive services and rates!

www.philiptrimcontractors.com
info@philiptrimcontractors.com

Chamberlaynes Farm Workshop, Bere Regis, Wareham BH20 7LS
UPPER TIER WASTE CARRIER REGISTRATION NO: CBDU125281

A family run business, serving the local
community of Blandford

» and surrounding villages

www.close-funeral.co.uk

DIRECTORS

Office and Chapel of Rest
Peel Close, BLANDFORD FORUM, DT11 7JU

email: info@close-funeral.co.uk

Golden Charter Tel.
Funeral Plans 01258 453133

(24 Hours)
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pilton Abbas Surgery

Plant and Veg Swap

Our Plant and Veg swap is back for 2026! If you have
any spare seedlings, plants, or vegetables, please drop
them off in our surgery foyer and then anyone who
comes to the surgery can pick up something on their
way out.

Nothing beats the taste of fresh fruit, vegetables and
herbs grown in your own garden — or the satisfaction
and enjoyment you can get from doing it. Not sure what
to grow or where to start? The Royal Horticultural
Society have all the tips and advice you need, including
a Grow Your Own newsletter featuring handy fruit and
vegetable tips, advice on what to do in your garden or
allotment. Go to www.rhs.org.uk/advice/grow-your-
own for more information.

Did you know that May is National Walking
Month?

Walking is an easy and accessible way to improve
physical and mental health and even a 20-minute walk
can reduce the risk of several preventable health
conditions, including certain cancers, depression, heart
disease and Type 2 diabetes.

Why not join our Walking Group on a Wednesday at
10.00am? To see the walking programme for May 2026
please see our surgery website www.masurgery.co.uk/
wellbeing-team. If you do not have access to the
internet and would like a printout of the programme,
please let Kelly or Anna, our Social Prescribers, know
and they can arrange for one to be sent to you.

Whatever you end up doing this May, let’s keep on
moving forward. Do something today that your future
self will thank you for!

A Plea for Wee!
Your urine sample is as important as the blood tests
that you have taken at your Long Term Condition
Reviews. Testing your urine will show us if there is any
protein leakage which would be a sign that your
kidneys are not working as well as they should. This
can happen even if the kidney function test (blood test)
is normal.

Please bring a urine sample if you are coming for
your annual review for:

¢ Diabetes

¢ Hypertension

¢ Chronic Kidney Disease

¢ Heart Failure
Your sample should be from the first wee of the day.
Sample kits are available from reception if you can
collect one before your appointment — this is the best
option — but if not, please bring your sample in a clean
screw top container.

Surgery Closures
The surgery will be closed on Friday 3rd Apnil,
Saturday 4th April and Monday 6th April 2026 for
the Easter Bank Holiday weekend.

We apologize for any inconvenience caused. For out
of hours care or advice during closures, please call 111.
In the case of an emergency, call 999.

Cinema Night at the Village Hall:
“The Choral”

GET ready for another fantastic evening of entertainment as “More Than a
Movie” returns to the Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall! On Friday, 17th
April, we are thrilled to be screening the highly anticipated film, The
Choral, starring the legendary Ralph Fiennes.

Set against a beautiful backdrop and featuring a stellar cast, this
screening promises to be a highlight of our spring calendar. Whether
you’re a film buff or just looking for a lovely night out with neighbours,
we’d love to see you there.

What You Need to Know:

When: Friday, 17th April Time: The film starts at 7.30pm, but the doors
and bar will open at 7.00pm for pre-movie socializing.

Where: Milborne St Andrew Village Hall (DT11 0JX)

Price: Just £6.50 for an all-in ticket.

More Than Just a Movie
True to our name, your ticket price doesn’t just get you a seat in front of
the big screen. Your £6.50 entry includes your choice of an ice cream or a
drink to enjoy!

Gather your friends, grab a drink at the bar, and settle in for a
wonderful cinematic experience right here in the heart of the village.

Your Village Hall: The Countdown to Our AGM
In last month’s magazine, we shared how vital the Milborne St. Andrew
Village Hall and its surrounding park are to our community. We also
shared a sobering reality: without more volunteers to step up as trustees,
the future of these facilities is at risk.

As we approach our Annual General Meeting this month, we’re asking
you one simple question: Can you spare a little time to keep our village
heart beating?

Why attend the AGM?

The AGM isn’t just a formal meeting; it’s a chance for you to have your say
and see how things work behind the scenes.

No pressure: Attending doesn’t mean you’re automatically signed up for a
job! It’s an information-gathering session for you.

Meet the team: Meet the current team and find out how a small
contribution of your time can make a massive difference.

Voice your ideas: Have a suggestion for the hall or the play area? This is
the place to share it.

We need all sorts of “Help”

You don’t need to be an expert in property management or law. We are
looking for people who care about Milborne St. Andrew. Whether you are
a parent who uses the playground, a regular at a local club, or someone
who simply wants to ensure the village remains a vibrant place to live,
your perspective is exactly what we need.

The Reality Check:

The hall, the park, and the play area don’t run themselves. They are
managed by a small group of residents just like you. To keep these spaces
open and safe, we need a full committee. Without new faces, we face very
difficult decisions about the future of these facilities.

Join Us at the AGM

Please put the date in your diary and come along for a chat.

When: Wednesday 15th April, Time: 7.00pm

Where:Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall

The Hall has been there for us for generations — let’s make sure it’s there
for the next one. We look forward to seeing you there!

Reporter April 2026 9



JURASSIC
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The incredibly friendly
computer people

Call Darrell Hounsome or Lee Thompson for
Jargon free, patient, friendly computer help
for home and business users.

Whatever your computer problem, call us... we can help!

01305 755668

Repairs e Servicing e Sales e Training e Virus Removal

N A 15 - X e Email: info@jurassic-computers.co.uk

s e = 4 5 Y43 Web: www.jurassic-computers.co.uk

ditahge s Valuation

3 R © i SRR Sy Are you ready for a new PC or Laptop? If so, come and see us.

ﬁ b b SEAN We offer a complete service and will guide you through the whole

BEEHSS Y process. We can supply, update, set-up and then transfer your

documents/emails from your old system. We will give you the

FY 01258 459600 benefit of our combined 37 years experience gained whilst

Forum www.forumsalesandlettings.co.uk working for Kingston Maurward College in Dorchester.
Sales & Lettings 15 Salisbury Street, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DTI1 7AU

W
~

PROSPECT HOUSE, PEVERELL AVE EAST, POUNDBURY, DORCHESTER DT1 3WE

GRASSBY & SONS LTD

Proud to have served the
local community since

FUNERAL SERVICE
8 Princes St, Dorchester

MEMORIAL MASONS
Dorchester Road, Grimstone

www.grassby-funeral.co.uk Tel: (01305) 262338 SATFY
www.grassby-stone.co.uk Tel: (01305) 269678 R
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THE BENEFICE OF PUDDLETOWN, TOLPUDDLE AND
MILBORNE WITH DEWLISH
PART OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE DIOCESE OF SALISBURY

Easter Dawn
It is no coincidence that Easter coincides with springtime. For centuries
people have heard in the Easter story something that echoes what we see
around us in the natural world: the movement from darkness to light,
from endings to new beginnings.

The first Easter morning itself began very quietly. The followers of
Jesus were grieving and confused after his crucifixion. They had expected
so much and now all their hopes had come to nothing. Human authorities
had killed the one they believed to be God’s promised Saviour and all
seemed bleak. But that Easter morning something extraordinary
happened that changed their story for ever: the resurrection.

| recently came across a poem by Nigel Beeton which captures that
movement from the stillness of the painful night to the joy of the dawn.

Easter Dawn

Creation holds collective breath

in darkness, cold and deep;

has hope and joy been claimed by
death?

has love been laid to sleep?

No linen shroud can hold him now,
the grave has lost its prize,

no thorns are seen upon his brow,
as Love and triumph rise!

Let hallelujahs wake the earth!

Let bell-sound rend the skies!

For Christ has won our second
birth

by bis triumphant rise.

The solid seal, the heavy stone,
the chill of Friday’s gloom
leave faith to flicker all alone
beside a borrowed tomb.

But, as the night begins to fray,
the soldiers faint with fright.
An angel rolls the stone away
at dawn’s first glint of light.

The empty tomb, the open door
proclaim the darkness gone;
death was defeated evermore
on Easter’s glorious dawn.

For many people, Easter is a time for family, chocolate and a Bank
Holiday. But beneath those traditions lies a deeper message that has
resonated with Christians for more than two thousand years: that
darkness does not have the final word, and that hope can appear where
we least expect it.

In a world that feels uncertain with so much suffering, that really is a
message worth holding onto.

With every good wish for a hopeful and happy Easter,

//) Vz
With best wishes o« Strers?

Notes from St. Andrew’s

DAFFODILS and primroses are blooming in the Churchyard, while a gale blows and
yet more “soft, refreshing rain” falls!

We are halfway through Lent as I write, and we keep Mothering Sunday this coming
weekend. The Lent Group has been challenging; many interesting insights, and plenty
for thought. Other than ‘yours truly’, the participants have all been residents of
Puddletown. As lovely as it is to welcome them and to see this as a Benefice event, was
it fair to expect them to travel when no one else from Milborne attended? Compline has
been well supported, and it was lovely to be joined by folk from other parts of the
Benefice. There are two more in April — Wednesday in Holy Week (April Ist) and
Easter Day evening, both at 6.00pm.

In Holy Week, as we seek to recall the events of those momentous days, we will
gather in Puddletown Parish Room at 7.30pm on Maundy Thursday evening to
commemorate the Last Supper. On Good Friday, Tony will lead The Liturgy of the Day
— hymns, readings, prayers and silence at 2.00pm, keeping the last of the traditional
“Three Hours”. On Easter Day, our Festal Eucharist is at 8.00 a.m. “Early in the

Continued on page 13

Sunday Services in the Benefice of
Puddletown, Tolpuddle,
Milborne with Dewlish

April

2nd April - Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Holy Communion

3rd April - GOOD FRIDAY
10.00am Good Friday Service
hymns, prayer, reflection
12 noon Good Friday Service
2.00pm The Good Friday Liturgy
6.00 Good Friday service
music, prayer, reflection

5th April — EASTER DAY

8.00am Easter Holy Communion
9.30 Easter Holy Communion
11.00
11.00

Easter Holy Communion
Easter Public Worship

with communion by extension

12th April — Easter 2

9.30am Parish Communion
11.00  Puddletown Praise
11.00  Parish Communion

5.30pm Sunday Reflections

19th April — Easter 3

9.30am Parish Communion
9.30 Worship in Stillness
11.00
11.00

Parish Communion
Family Service

26th April- Easter 4
9.30am Parish Communion

10.00  Go Fourth

11.00 1662 Morning Prayer
(traditional language)

11.00  Parish Communion

DAILY MORNING PRAYERS

Puddletown
Church Room

Tolpuddle

Puddletown
Milborne
Dewlish

Milborne
Tolpuddle
Puddletown
Dewlish

Milborne
Puddletown
Church Room
Dewlish
Tolpuddle

Tolpuddle
Milborne
Puddletown
Dewlish

Milborne
Tolpuddle
Puddletown

Dewlish

Monday — Thursday. 8.30am; Saturday. 9.00am

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman

(sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com) for the link
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St Mary’s Students Shine Through Creativity,
Leadership and Music

March has been a vibrant and memorable month at St Mary’s,
filled with creativity, community spirit and remarkable
opportunities for students to extend their learning beyond the
classroom.

Year 8 Launch ‘Make Your Mark’ Community
Leadership Projects

In March, Year 8 students gathered in the school hall for the
highly anticipated launch of Make Y our Mark — a new initiative
empowering pupils to design and lead a community project of
their choice between now and June. The programme encourages
students to become outward-looking, community-minded
citizens. Throughout the coming months, every Year 8 student
will plan and deliver a project aimed at making a tangible
difference in the local area. Whether students choose to improve
shared spaces, support
local residents, raise
awareness for a cause they
care about, or design a
service to help others,
each project will give
them the opportunity to
develop teamwork,
leadership and
communication skills.
More importantly, they will learn how their ideas — when
combined with determination and collaboration — can create
lasting, positive change.

The launch morning sparked excitement, with students already
planning thoughtful and imaginative ways to contribute to the
community, from supporting elderly members of their
community with jobs around the house, to environmental
projects. Look out for our students making a difference near
you! St Mary’s looks forward to showcasing their finished
projects later in the summer term.

World Book Day: An Explosion of Adjectives and
Creativity

World Book Day brought colour, laughter and literary magic to St
Mary’s as students and staff embraced this year’s theme: dress as
an adjective. Classrooms filled with everything from “sparkly” to

I‘y'S
CE Middle School Puddletown

Inspire today to shape tomorrow

“mysterious,”
to “chaotic,”
costumes capturing the
descriptive ~ power  of
language in wonderfully *
inventive ways.

Another highlight was
‘ the school-wide “Decorate ==
Your Door” competition. Each class transformed their classroom
door into an artistic celebration of a favourite book. From
beautifully illustrated classics to bold modern titles, the corridors
became a walking gallery of literature. The creativity on display
made judging incredibly difficult, and the event brought the
whole school community together in the spirit of reading for
pleasure.

“gigantic”
with

Musicians Represent St Mary’s at Bryanston
Orchestral Day

A select group of St Mary’s talented young musicians received a
special invitation this month to attend Bryanston School’s
Orchestral Day. The event brought together musicians from
across the region for a day of ensemble playing, expert coaching
and inspiring musical experiences.

Students enjoyed rehearsals led by Bryanston’s specialist
music staff, the thrill of performing alongside new peers, and the
chance to stretch their musical skills in a high-level environment.
The day concluded with a showcase performance, leaving
students buzzing with confidence and motivation. Their

participation was a credit to St Mary’s flourishing music

department and a celebration of the dedication these young
musicians show in developing their craft.

From community leadership to literacy and the arts, March
has highlighted the many talents of St Mary’s students and their
commitment to making a difference both within and beyond the
school gates. We now look ahead to an equally exciting summer

CONTACTS

For further information, admission details or to arrange a visit, please contact the school office

Head of School: Tim Ennion

Chair of Governors: Adrian Whiting

St Mary’s School Association: Chairpersons: Briony Hosford and Marie Chappell

e-mail: office@stmarys.wessex.ac

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD
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Continued from page 11

morning on the first day of the week . . .” Compline closes the
day at 6.00pm, although Eastertide lasts until Pentecost. Those
wishing to give lilies in memory of loved ones departed, please
see the separate notice. Our thanks to Lin for organising this.

It was a great joy that June Maitland was able to be with us on
March 8th, the first time since November last year, owing to
illness. “It’s so nice to have you back where you belong”!

We send our warmest congratulations to Shirley and Peter
Jackson, who celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary
last month, and to Betty and George Gillingham, former long-
time residents of Milborne, who celebrated their 65th (Blue
Sapphire) Anniversary.

We send our condolences to Kevin and family on the death of
Roz, and to Andy and family on the death of his brother. May the
departed share in the joy of the Resurrection, and those who
mourn know the peace and comfort of the Risen Lord.

Easter is the high point of the Christian Year, the “Queen of
Seasons”, according to one hymn. May its message of joy and
hope fill our lives.

On the third morn, He rose again
Glorious in majesty to reign.
O let us swell the joyful strain: Alleluia!
Tony (Churchwarden)

Dewlish Church Notes

THERE is not much to report this time, but I shall certainly make
up for it next month!

However, the most important date in the Christian calendar
takes place in April, and that is, of course, Eastertide.

Our services are as follows:

Maundy Thursday 6.00pm in Puddletown Church Room.
Good Friday 6.00pm in Dewlish Church.

Easter Day 11.00am in Dewlish Church, led by Margaret
Rickard, who will give Holy Communion by extension.

Decorating the church will take place on the Saturday. The
garden is, at present, full of daffodils, so we are hoping they will
last!

Finally, a note for your diary: our Church AGM takes place on
Sunday 24th May at Milborne St. Andrew after the 9.30am Holy
Communion. We do hope you will join us to hear how our
church is faring. Daphne Burg

Donations for
Easter Flowers (Lilies)
in memory of loved ones

If you would like to donate money
towards the cost of Easter flowers

Church Contacts
Vicar Sarah Hillman
07350 414483
E-mail:
sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com

in St. Andrew’s church (lilies if Churchwardens
available) in memory of loved Milborne St. Andrew
ones please contact Tony Fox

Lin Chatfield 01258 837127 Dewlish

Jim Burg 01258 837466
Sue Britton 01258 837218

Benefice Office
Emma Hughes
puddletownbenefice@

or Tony Fox

07368 145584
Your loved ones
names will be
placed in the Book

of Remembrance outlook.com
in the church. or by telephone on
Thank you. 01305 849039

Deadline for the next issue 14th April

Send your articles to the Reporter by e-mail at msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk

Flood meeting with MP

There will be a meeting at the Village Hall for residents to
discuss the issues around the recent flooding in Milborne with
Simon Hoare, MP. It is hoped that representatives from the
Environment Agency, Wessex Water and Dorset Council will
also attend. The aim of the meeting is for residents to share their
experiences of the flooding and to discuss what measures could
be put in place when it next floods and longer-term solutions to
alleviate flooding.

The meeting is scheduled for 7.30pm on Thursday 30th April
at the Village Hall.

MSA Gardening Club

P>
O

MSA Gardening Club meetings are on the 3rd
Thursday of the month in the Village Hall at
7.30pm. At our next meeting on Thursday 16th
April we will be given a talk on Growing Your
Own by Adam Wallis from Brimsmore Gardens. Adam will
provide top tips on growing vegetables and other food in our
gardens/allotments. Visitors are very welcome at our meetings
for £2 which includes refreshments.

‘k\;i '75

Jobs for the garden:

¢ Protect the new shoots of hostas, delphiniums, lupins and
other vulnerable plants from slugs and snails

¢ Trim winter heathers — trim back the ageing flowering
shoots to keep plants compact and bushy

¢ Sow outdoor varieties of tomatoes, chillies and courgettes in
pots, so they are ready to plant out late May or June

¢ Keep putting out food for birds, as they are busy raising
their broods Kim Legg
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Luccombe Hub’s Alternative SEN Provision Floi

A UNIQUE and inspiring educational provision for young people with sg
Dorset.

The Granary was the vision of Henri Monier Williams the principal and
barn in Milborne St Andrew, owned and developed by Marc Frampton,
Designed and built by Mark Hanson specifically to meet the needs of SE
therapeutic approach to education

Our Alternative Provision is part of the respected Luccombe Hub SEN S
Ofsted. Inspectors praised The Luccombe Hub as outstanding in behavi
management, with tailored learning programmes and strong outcomes

A Space Designed for Success
Inside the carefully restored barn, learners benefit from a range of thoi
dedicated sensory area, and a kitchen with communal seating to encou

Beyond the barn doors, the expansive grounds offer even greater oppc
sensory garden and quiet outdoor spaces designed for reflection. There
nature-based learning sessions.

Learning Through Experience

The Granary offers a broad and engaging curriculum tailored to individ
skills, bushcraft, gardening and nature studies, and mindfulness. Along:
structured 1:1 Maths and English sessions, equipping them with the ac:

Whether preparing to reintegrate into full-time education, move on to
every step of the way.

A Therapeutic Approach
Central to The Granary’s ethos is its therapeutic model. By working clos
confidence, re-engage with peers and rediscover a sense of purpose in

The provision is committed to challenging preconceptions and support
encouragement and meaningful experiences, learners are empowered

With outstanding inspection results and a growing reputation for excel
environment, combined with compassion and expertise, can transform

Henri and the team would like to express their sincere thanks to Marc |
property, helping to create a setting that so perfectly meets the needs
of Luccombe Hub’ for their support and contribution of the shepherd’s

To get involved in this local Charity come and support us at The Hub Fe
wonderful work they do.
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urishes at The Granary in Milborne St. Andrew

ecial educational needs is making a remarkable impact in the heart of

owner of The Luccombe Hub. The beautifully purpose-built converted
has become a beacon of hope for learners seeking a fresh start.
N learners, the setting combines thoughtful architecture with a

chool, which has celebrated outstanding results following a visit by
our and attitudes, personal development and leadership and
for students.

ightfully designed spaces. These include a large art and craft studio, a
rage shared experiences and the development of life skills.

rtunities for growth. The Granary boasts a large allotment with a
> are paddocks for animals, alongside areas dedicated to bushcraft and

Jal needs. Sessions include animal care, art and craft, cooking and life
ide these practical and therapeutic activities, learners also receive
ademic foundations needed for their next steps.

college placements or begin apprenticeships, students are supported

ely with both animals, nature and people, staff help learners rebuild
education.

ng young people to shift their mindset. Through patience,
to feel more positive about their future aspirations.

lence, The Granary stands as a powerful example of how the right
lives.

-rampton for his ongoing support in repurposing his beautiful
of its learners and a heartfelt thanks to our supporting charity ‘Friends
hut and polytunnel.

st on July 5th or contact Nigel Hodder to get more information on the

BAKE YOURSELF
(«lfl/"}lr /
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Queen Thomes =
Design
LANDSCAPES Construction
Ground Preparations
Water Features :
Turfing & Seeding

www.queenthorne.co.uk

Planting
Renovations
Wild Flower

01935 850848 Meadows

Lawn Care

Purveyors of the Finest Gardens

Extend your home and maximise
your outdoor space As seen on the &

Chris Perrins
Chimney Sweep

Solid fuel stove installer

Flue relining 01258 837449

Fire place alterations 07824 698109
Chimney repairs csweep.co.uk
Cowls fitted cfperrins@gmail.com

<t _ —~. | The complete garden service
3 N MILBORNE ST. ANDREW S \WUZ from MP Gardening!

./
£\ m ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 287 t '\ OUR SERMCES CLUXE:
\ / A I - -
e Milborne St. Andrew Parish*®quncil p Z}* i cuttmg & Edgmg
<P would like to extend an invitation to all , \/ ) #k’ Garden Clearance
village residents to attend our Annual ¥ . .
L@ Village Meeting (AVM) on Wednesday, 22 K Tree Pruning « Turfing - Hedge Cutting
@ \ April 2026 at 19:00 at the Village Hall. Hard Landscaping . Paths & Patios
We have two guest speakers including Fencing & Gates - DECklng
other groups, societies and clubs from the .
village who will be there to answer any Pressure waShmg
questions on what our great village has to
offer.

Venue: Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall

Date: Wednesday 22nd April 2026
Time: 19:00 :
As part of my commitment as the incoming Chair 26-27(Clly| // L{
Greening) of the Parish Council, I am dedicated tobriﬁ il /
community closer together. A village that supports, mai u?gs l ml“ A
p ngcigﬂs_e ith-one another grows into a stropigand t ng & o STHECOMPLETE -
(¢! i and{?is eventisanimportant sgpp,infft&g@i&ct' n. L GARDEN SERVICE : e -
e fi) & RS-, 7]
9 ‘/.‘- . j A
N, (N Paul David: 07841 506839

R \\¢{/ L .

pe— =) email: mandpgardening@aol.com

Y ,/,:' ) J

8 The Rings +« Milborne St. Andrew -« Blandford « DT11 OHY
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Money-saving traffic calming is streets ahead

THE floods may be long gone but the state of the roads is daily
testimony to drivers of the long weeks of standing water on them.
Milton Road is resembling a badly made patchwork quilt, woven
with tarmac and riven with holes, with a dash of spring water still
lurking. Drivers have been taking their chances and hoping today
isn’t the day when a pesky pothole will trash their tyres or wreck
their rims. They had got used to making slow progress, carefully
picking the safest route by dodging the worst and deepest of the
potholes. But it has made for more courteous driving, with people
behind the wheel waiting at the edge of the more perilous ruts
and waving through oncoming vehicles before making their way
onto the other — better — side of the road themselves.

This scenario has been seen up and down the country and has
not gone unnoticed by the authorities. We all are aware of the
funding crisis in local government with services once being
commonplace now being picked off as councils focus on the
most pressing issues in front of them. And local road repair is one
of the expenses that some councils have slacked on — who can
forget Rod Stewart getting cheesed off with the long-term poor
condition of his road, putting on a hi-vis jacket and filling it in
himself? Not that we have had to do that in Milborne (though we
were almost Sailing in February) — the potholes on Milton Road
are being filled and tarmacked, although, we just know that when
the springs are up and the pools return, potholes will follow.

Transport scientists and civil engineers have collaborated and
have formulated a method to save money and slow traffic, from
their observations in Milborne and around other flood-hit areas —
and it’s a very simple solution that features Milton Road’s most
infamous resident. Yes, the pothole. The group, named the
Pothole Indicator Traffic Hub, have been advising government
and it appears that their suggestions have been taken on board
and are ready to roll (albeit slowly). The idea is, simply, not to
repair potholes. Yes, that’s right, leave them as nature left them.
It is obvious that it is a losing battle fixing them in areas with
roads plagued by constant drenching, so the plan is to indicate
where they are. With chemical engineers, PITH has developed a
paint made from a polymer that has the highest visibility ever

ot ~ el A | § \Taor |

P

- created. The extra hi-vis fluorescent and
photoluminescent paint can be seen in all light conditions, even at
night and under water. The paint — which goes by the initials
BTTS (Brighter Than The Sun) — will be coated liberally around
problem potholes which will instantly alert drivers to their
presence. This, as demonstrated during the last couple of months,
will in effect produce a traffic calming measure that will delight
Highways departments, council accountants and police alike.
Costly schemes of engineered traffic solutions that take months or

years to realise can be by-passed by a small team of council
employees and a few tubs of BTTS.

On a thoroughfare like Milton Road, this cannot come too
soon. Pedestrians and road users have often complained about
vehicles speeding through, taking no account of the 30mph limit.
PITH say that their modelling suggests that the average speed
will be reduced down to 12mph at peak times and 20mph at other
times, depending on the dexterity of the driver to slalom through
the brightly-coloured chicane. However, not everyone is happy,
in a Facebook poll there was a lot of opposition to the idea. One
user said, “This is madness, literally loads of holes in their plan”.
Another said, “Crazy scheme. They are taking the PITH”
Paintbrushes loaded with BTTS are due to go potholing on 1st
April.

Music at St. Peter’s Dorchester

WE HOPE you can join us at St. Peter’s Church Dorchester this
month for the many concerts, choral services and musical events
that are taking place!

There are several choral services and performances through
Holy Week and over the Easter Weekend, beginning with Choral
Eucharist on Maundy Thursday 2nd April at 7.00pm. The music
for this service, which is free to attend, includes works by
Gibbons, Duruflé and William Byrd. On Good Friday 3rd April,
there will be a performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion at 6.00pm
with soloists Paul Heaslip (tenor) and Jonathan Prentice (bass).
The performance is offered as an act of worship, so admission is
free and all are welcome. On Easter Sunday, there is a joyful
programme of music within Choral Eucharist at 10.30am. Music
by William Harris, Mozart and Stanford will be sung, along with
the now traditional closing ‘Hallelujah Chorus’!

Choral Evensong for Easter takes place on Saturday 11th April
at 4.30pm. The programme of music includes Vaughan
Williams’s ‘Rise heart, thy Lord is risen’, David Beeby’s ‘Preces &
Responses’, Stanford’s ‘Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in Bb’ and
Hadley’s ‘My beloved spake’. The service is free to attend and
followed by a glass of wine!

The lunchtime concert in April is a programme of works for
violin and organ performed by husband-and-wife duo Christina
and Graham Scott, who enjoy busy performing careers alongside
their work in the music department at Bryanston School. This
concert takes place on Saturday 18th April between 12.30pm
and 1.00pm. Admission is free and all are welcome.

Do look out for our latest Summer Music Brochure, which is
available through the website or in print from the back of the
church.

Keep up with events via our website:
www.musicatstpetersdorchester.org or by following us on social
media: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
musicatstpetersdorch — X (Twitter): @musicatstpeter —
Instagram @musicatstpetersdorch. If you would like to receive
our monthly newsletter, subscribe through the website or drop
us a line at: musicatstpeters@mail.com All of our social media
and contact details can be found at: linktr.ee/musicatstpeters.

Deadline for the next issue 14th April
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Wednesday Club

AT our meeting on Wednesday 4th March we welcomed Pip
Bowell to tell us some facts about stone and how the stone we see
around us is formed from sediment over millions of years, citing
Purbeck and Portland stone, the differences between them and
other stone which is found naturally in the area. He continued
with a description of the dry stone walling that he has be
involved with for fifteen years. There are many methods of
achieving a stable structure and he said when large stretches of
wall need repair the various methods are revealed.

After a very interesting talk we moved on to our usual tea and
bickies.

Next month on Wednesday 1st April we are having our first
excursion, this time to Holme Gardens, I have booked us some
tables for 2.30pm, so if we assemble in the car park at 1.45pm we
can sort out transportation. See you all there!

Smoking cessation

IN 1948 more than eight in 10 men, and four in 10 women,
smoked tobacco in some form. By 2011 smoking prevalence
had reduced to less than two in 10 people. Last year this figure
reduced to around one in 10 people.

This is due to many factors including public health
campaigns, the indoor smoking ban of 2007, standardised
tobacco packaging, increasing taxation and improved
assistance to stop smoking. The Government’s aspiration is to
reduce smoking to one in 20 people.

A small number of traders run shops on the high street
selling illegal tobacco and vapes. Typically, these shops sell a
mixture of smuggled non-duty paid tobacco, cigarettes that are
not labelled for sale in the UK and counterfeit tobacco
designed to look like popular brands. They also usually sell
types of vapes not approved for sale in the UK, and which
again are not properly labelled. These illegal products are often
sold at less than half of their normal retail price, and they are
often illegally sold to children who are clearly under 18 years
old.

Dorset Council Trading Standards, in partnership with
Dorset Police, have been taking robust action against these
shops. This includes making test purchases to prove the sale,
searching shops and seizing any illegal tobacco or vapes that
they find. Trading Standards have also obtained closure orders
for some premises, and more are planned. Currently the law
only allows a shop to be closed for three months, although
Government is considering increasing this.

If you believe that such a shop is operating in your
local area, or any shop is selling tobacco, vapes
or alcohol to children, then please report this
to Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice
consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133.

If you need help to stop smoking visit
www.livewelldorset.co.uk/stop-smoking

citizens
advice
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Gabriel is off to Tanzania

ON Valentine’s Day, the lucky visitors to the Community Café
were serenaded by Gabriel Thomas and his family. Gabriel is
José Thomas’ grandson, and he played oboe while his father,
Chris, accompanied him on keyboard. It was a very enjoyable
hour for those attending.

Gabriel explained why he was there, saying “In summer 2027
I will be travelling to Tanzania with Camps International for a
four-week expedition where I will be helping on projects such as
working in schools, helping to refurbish community buildings
and water provisions, digging, carrying and whatever else I can
do to help communities. There will also be some environmental
projects such as tree planting and digging water holes where I can
get my hands dirty joining in with local people and learning
about them and their culture.

To take part in the expedition I need to raise several thousand
pounds which is why I decided to have a go at some Valentine’s
Day busking on my oboe at the community café in Milborne. I
was overwhelmed by the generosity of the people who came to
the village hall on the 14th of February who donated over £250. I
would like to thank everyone for their kindness and support”.

Having visited Tanzania in the past to support a similar
project, this author can say it will be a life changing experience
for both Gabriel and the community he will be helping.

If anyone would like to support Gabriel in his fundraising
endeavours, please contact him via his mother’s email address
k.watts24@btinternet.com or by contacting a member of the
Reporter team. Or, of course, just speak to José¢!  Nigel Hodder

@

Great news

They will be reopening Milton Abbas Post Office as an interim
mobile service while they continue to seek a solution.

The new location will be Milton Abbas Sports Pavilion,
Hogan Down, Milton Abbas, DT11 OBE

The opening times will be on Thursdays from 9.30am until
11.00am.



Blue Pool

*ENJoY AN ICE CREAM OR A

+ than @ movié

The Blue Pool Nature Reserve is a captivating spot on the Isle of o ol village Hall DRINK AnD THE MOVIE
Purbeck, situated in the expansive 300-acre Furzebrook Estate. Bl ©n the BIG screen EECATRER SRR R IS
' It offers visitors OFCJUS';'C£6.50
ASH ARD

an enchanting
experience with
its beautiful
woodland walks,
wildlife watching,
and scenic
viewpoints.

A standout
feature is the
UK’s longest rope
bridge, providing
a thrilling
crossing over the
water.

The tearooms
at The Blue Pool
combine timeless
charm with Art
Deco interiors,
perfect for indulging in a delightful afternoon tea.

Visitors can sit on the terrace overlooking the pool, enjoying
locally sourced dishes. The gift shop offers a range of unique
items, including handmade creations from local artisans. ; k-3 LR

The site has a rich history as a former clay pit that dates back FRIDAY| 17TH APRI
to the 17th century. After being abandoned, it filled with '
rainwater, resulting in the unique blue hues of the water.
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Milborne Ladybirds

Learning through play to help children achieve their potential

With friendly knowledgeable staff,
we offer a high quality preschool ex-
perience for children aged 2 years to

Located in Milborne First School

Rated 600D again by school age in Milborne St Andrew
Ofsted and the surrounding area
“Children enjoy learning”
"Staff are knowledgeable about Minimum attendance 3 hours per day
child development and know starting at 9am
when to stand back and let
children problem solve” To find out more:

Call in to see us at the Milborne First School

Phone 07767 450967 during opening hours

Opening times Email secretary@milborneladybirds.com
Term time 9.00 —15.00

Ofsted registered no.217717 www.milborneladybirds.com Registered Charity no. 1087441
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WOODS FUNERAL SERVICES
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We have been serving the local community in Dorchester and
surrounding areas for more than 130 years and we will soon be

opening a state-of-the-art funeral home.

We offer a comprehensive range of services from practical
assistance in arranging a funeral through to sympathetic

advice and expert support.

Funeral Directors:

+ Pauline Guy pip ro meiFD  * Becci Wiles
11A Icen Way, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1TEW

www.woodsfuneralservices.co.uk
01305 250425

Woods Funeral Services is part of Tapper Funeral Service.

,nnn‘u‘n‘m% !

i
|

Can you identify where
this is in Milborne?

Be the first to send your answer to msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
or give to any member of the Reporter team (Reporter
team members can be found on page two).

No prize, just a bit of fun.

Answer in the May Reporter.
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Military talk at Wi

WE started our meeting with a two minute silence in memory of
Sheila Ryall. She was a long time member and will be missed by
us all.

Our speaker was Sally Cadec who gave an interesting and
informative talk about her life in the armed forces. After trying a
few jobs, including teaching she joined up at the age of 27. We
were amazed how at about 5ft. 4ins. and of slim build she
managed to command both men and women and rose through the
ranks finishing her career in the army as a Lieutenant Colonel.
This is no small achievement in a mainly male dominated
environment. She saw duties in Afghanistan, Germany and
Bosnia. Also for several years she was chief co-ordinator of all
full dress uniforms, liaising with the Royal Palace on official
occasions (eg. Royal Funerals).

Our evening ended with some of our members reading out
poems they had written and the raffle. Our next meeting in April
is our Annual Meeting. New members are always welcome.

Lin Chatfield.

Advertise in the Reporter
and get results

This publication relies on advertisers to pay for all
production costs. If you reply to one of our
advertisements, please mention that you saw it in
the Milborne St. Andrew Reporter




Rosie’s travels

Marizion to Praa Sands 6.6 miles

WE had doggy company on the giant tin box this morning, a tiny
little sausage dog with a big bark got on and sat next to us, he
had a very nice Mum who gave us all treats. We got off at
Marizion and walked through the town and onto the path,
yippee we were let off the leads and off we raced. Mum tagged
along behind clicking her phone as usual, she spotted some old
wooden posts that people had banged coins into, humans can
be very strange, why waste their money giving it to dead trees.
A bit further along the
path Katie saw something
very strange, it was blue
and skinny and curled
right across the path, a
snake! Katie thought so
and danced around too
scared to go past, | had a
good look and realised it
was just a plastic pipe!
The path got a bit
overgrown but we battled
through and came out on
a lovely beach but of
course ‘no dogs allowed’,
so unfair so we went
straight home for dinner.

Praa Sands to Porthleven
This walk started with a very grey sky and soon after we started
the sky started chucking little hard white balls at us, lucky we
had our fur coats to protect us but the oldies had to get their
macs on PDQ. The sky stayed very grey but no more wet stuff so
we all enjoyed the rest of the walk. Dad noticed hundreds of
seagulls perched on the side of the cliffs, they had lots of baby
seagulls hanging on precariously, what a scary place to be born!
Mum liked Porthleven as there were shops selling nice
pictures and Dad liked it too as there was a good pub right by
the harbour (of course we went in). We watched some brave (or
stupid) boys jumping off the harbour wall, some even did
somersaults. We just stayed inside and sipped our drinks

Porthleven to Mullion
Dad parked the car in Helston and we got on a giant tin box to
Porthleven. We all trooped up the hill to ‘Anne’s Pastie shop’ to
stock up for lunch but sadly
she was having a lie in and
wasn’t open so we trooped
back down the hill to good
old Philps who wasn’t
having a lie and Dad bought
delicious smelling pasties
for lunch. Roll on lunchtime!
The walk out of
Porthleven was easy and we
all strolled out of town
admiring the view. Dad
admired the view so much
we missed the turn off to
cross Loe Bar but after a
quick about turn we were
back on track. Me and Katie

took a nice dip in the lake at the back of the beach and for once
we didn’t get told off. It was soon lunch time and Dad got the
tasty pasties out, we got lucky and enjoyed some of Dad’s meat
one and even Mum’s veggie one was quite nice.

Mum got us posing in front of a little church by the beach
then it was onwards and upwards to Mullion. There were 97
steps up from the beach to the village (the guide book said 90
but Dad said they lied).

Mullion to Lizard Point
We got on the giant tin box outside our campsite which was
lucky for Dad as he could leave our tin box behind and he
wouldn’t have to drive down the narrow lanes, we thought
Dorset had tiny lanes but Cornwall takes the biscuit! After a
quick rain shower (Mum panicked and whipped her waterproof
coat out just in time) we marched on and it soon stopped
raining and the sun came out.

We got to the cliffs and |
spotted a very interesting
thing it looked like a giant
sausage but Dad said it was a
cannon, | had a good sniff
around but you couldn’t eat it.
There were a few nice
streams to paddle in so Katie
and me didn’t mind that it
was a bit warm, Mum looked
a bit pink though. We saw a
few mountain goats, they
didn’t look anything like us
and they weren’t jumping
around on the mountains, they must have been lazy goats as
they were all laying down on the grass!

We got to a very pretty beach called Kynance Cove, Mum did
lots of clicking while Dad just got on with his lunch (so did we). |
thought I'd go for a walk around the corner to see if anyone had
any spare lunch, a nice couple made a big fuss of me but no
food, then | heard Mum shouting and then she dragged me back
as it was time to move on. It’s always the same, we walk for
miles, find a nice place, quick stop and then move on, what’s
this hiking lark all about! We ended up at the Lizard a special
point with lots of people, Mum

. L)
queued up and got us all ice creams, _@g . ®
| L] ’
yummy! el
Bye for now, love Rosie ."' "

i’
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HOLISTIC THERAPIES IN A COSY LOG CABIN

VEHICLE IN MILBORNE SAINT ANDREW
REFINISHERS
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Accident repairs, chips, scuffs and resprays o , i ,
£30 30 MINUTE BACK MASSAGE, OR HEAD, NECK & SHOULDER

MASSAGE
£40 1 HOUR FULL BODY MASSAGE, BACK MASSAGE, OR 30 MINS
’ i i HEAD, NECK & SHOULDER MASSAGE AND 30 MINS BACK
Over 40 years .exp‘enence in the KiiCerte
automotive industry £60 15 HOUR MASSAGI

+£20 MAKE IT A HOT STONE MASSAGE
£35 EAR CANDLES

Free estimates and vehicle collections
for all villagers

Located at the former King Bros in Pimperne

Phone: 07846 019944 or 01258 456 650

o , N WWW.ROKASANC TUARY.COM

Email: info@mwuvehiclerefinishers.co.uk EMAIL | BALANCE@ROKASANC TUARY.COM
* FEXT | 07834 060662

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

( TRAVEL SAFELY IN OUR HANDS )

I

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

Our Services Include

* Airport and Cruise Terminal Transfer Specialists : s

e 4, 6 and 8 Seater Vehicles Available g:gidhﬁg Lutro b9
» Corporate, Sporting Events Free Prize Draw

e Female Driver (on request)
» Wedding Guest Transport
* Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle n faéKéBOoNok
e School Transport

* Transport for Doctor, Dentist, Hospital Appointments and Shopping Trips

01258 456136

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a

positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

Email: admin@kenskabs.co.uk
www.kenskabs.co.uk

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

22 Reporter April 2026



Our School Values

Respect For Self — We are kind to ourselves and responsible for our own learning
Respect For Others — We are kind to each other. Our differences make us stronger
Respect For Our World — We are part of nature. We will work together to make the world a better place

What a wonderful few weeks at Milborne St. Andrew First School!

- F 7] CHILDREN have taken part in a range of
5 creative and investigative learning. In art, pupils

in Reception sketched spring scenes before
developing their watercolour skills, producing
thoughtful and carefully composed work.

A major highlight of the term was the
celebration of World Book Day, with children
arriving in an array of imaginative costumes

inspired by their favourite stories. Their enthusiasm for sharing
books and characters reflected the strong reading culture within
the school. They especially loved their parents coming in to
partake in a range of reading activities with them.

As part of Science Week, pupils carried out several practical
enquiries. They investigated the question “How far will our
paper aeroplane fly?”, measuring flight distances and recording
the results using ICT to create a pictogram. Further experiments
explored which paper model stayed in the air the longest and
observed  the  colourful
reaction  created  when
washing-up liquid was added
to food colouring on milk.

It has been a productive
and engaging term, offering
valuable opportunities to
develop creativity, scientific
thinking and  analytical
skills.

CONTACTS

If you require any information about the school, including admission details, or would like to arrange a visit please contact
the school office

Acting Head of School: Rachael Brown School receptionist: Christine Potter
Chair of Governors: Paul Tasker
e-mail: office@milborne.dorset.sch.uk  website: www.milborne.dorset.sch.uk  Tel: (01258) 837362
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DORCHESTER

TIMBER

INDEPENDENTLY THE BEST SINCE 1987

ORDER ONLINE WWW.DORCHESTERTIMBER.CO.UK
UNIT D3, MARABOUT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DORCHESTER, DTL1YA : 01305 269822

R G

“

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Supplying Quality Timber Since 1987

As a proud independent, family-run business, we've been provid-
ing top-quality timber, sheet materials, and associated products to
both trade professionals and DIY enthusiasts for near 40 years.
Our mission? Exceptional products at competitive prices with
service that truly goes the extra mile.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED

Decking & Fencing Products
Sawn & Treated Timber

Planed Timber & Sheet Materials
Plywood, Mdf, Skirting Boards

Architrave & Mouldings
Insulation & Hardwood

Tools & Fixings - Garden Furniture
Birch Firewood Logs
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Answers to last month’s Sailor Bob’s Crossword
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Junior page answers
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Quiz

1. 5th

2. Sabrina Carpenter

3. In the mouth

4. lan Fleming who also created James Bond
5. Wolverhampton Wanderers

What's on in April

Wednesday 1st

Wednesday Club Outing to Holme Garden
Centre. Meet at Village Hall car park
1.45pm to arrange transport.

Sunday 5th Easter Day Holy Communion St. Andrew’s
church 8.00am

Thursday 9th WI Annual Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm.

Saturday 11th Community Café Village Hall 10.00am to
midday.

Tuesday 14th Deadline for the May Reporter. Send your

Wednesday 15th

articles and photographs via email to
msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk or give to a
member of the Team.

Village Hall AGM Village Hall 7.00pm

Thursday 16th Gardening Club talk on Growing Your Own
by Adam Wallis Village Hall 7.30pm.

Friday 17th Bridge The Royal Oak 2.30pm

Friday 17th Milborne Movie: The Choral Village Hall.
Door and Bar open 7.00pm film starts
7.30pm.

Wednesday 22nd  Annual Village Meeting 7.00pm Village
Hall.

Thursday 30th Pie Night The Royal Oak.

Thursday 30th Flood meeting with Simon Hoare, mp.
Village Hall 7.30pm.

MAY

Wednesday 6th Parish Council meeting Village Hall

7.00pm.

Regular Bookings at the Village Hall

Players Monday 7.00pm weekly.

Move It Or Lose It Tuesday 10.15am.

Line Dancing Tuesday 7.30pm weekly.
Wednesday Club 2.00pm 1st Wednesday monthly.
Yoga Thursday 3.30pm weekly (term time only).
Karate Thursday 5.10pm weekly.

Women’s Institute 7.30pm 2nd Thursday monthly.
Gardening Club 7.30pm 3rd Thursday monthly.

Artsreach Events — look out for the posters.
Check the Village Hall Notice Board for any other events that are
one off for you to join in with.

Regular Bookings at the Sports & Social Club

Pilates Monday 6.30-7.30pm.

Yoga (lyengar) Tuesday 6.15-7.45pm.

Stitchcraft (kids) Wednesday 4.15-5.15pm and 5.30-6.30pm,
Thursday 4.00-5.00pm

Surgery Wellbeing Papercraft Group 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
1.30-3.30pm.

Sewcial Crafters (adults) Thursday 1.00-3.00pm and
5.30-7.30pm

Yoga (Mellulah) Friday mornings.

Beavers Friday 5.30-6.45pm.

Football Saturdays and Sundays.

Private parties, birthdays, wedding receptions check online
calendar.

Check the Sports & Social online calendar on the village website
for any other events you might be able to join in with.
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In need of a Window Cleaner?
Call Darren

for a friendly and reliable service

Fully insured for complete peace of mind
For that clearer vision just call:

07704 656777

Or email: clearvision312@gmail.com

Domestic and Commercial
Gutters Downpipes Facias Soffits
Conservatories Flash Roofs

Call or text Sean on:

07787 597811

& 4 Bride Valley Cleaning

bride
volicy
cleoning

* EXTERIOR CLEANING

* “REACH AND WASH" WINDOW CLEANING

* MOSS REMOVAL

* GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING

* SOFFITS & FACSCIAS CLEANING

* STEAM CLEANING

* PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE - PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS ETC
* FULLY INSURED

2 S :
o) B Helping Hands
_GE{[L; Lgﬂﬁ\] in Rural Dorset

Tailored Practical Support For When YOU Need a Helping Hand

Companionship ~ Organising Paperwork & Bills ~ Shopping
Visits Out ~ Declutter ~ Manage Cooking & Meal Planning
Transport To/From Appointments ~ Sitting Service To Support Carers
Police Checked (DBS), Fully Insured & Experienced

Contact Heather on 07935 240133 (based in Melcombe Bingham)
or email: helpinghands.ruraldorset@gmail.com

NeighbourCar

Do you need transport for surgery and other
medical appointments? If so, we can help.

Milton Abbas NeighbourCar is an established
voluntary transport scheme covering the area

served by Milton Abbas surgery. We can take you
to medical appointments and certain social
events.

WE ALSO NEED MORE DRIVERS - you can
commit whatever time suits your
circumstances.

Ring 01258 470333 to register
or to obtain more information.

Local villages covered:
Milborne, Cheselbourne and Dewlish

Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Repairs to Walls / Plaster / Render
" Doors / Windows / Skirting / Woodwork
Furniture Painting/ Re Finishing "y

Fully Insured

| 07736 283397 Milborne St Andrew = _
richardandrewsdecor@gmail.com

Greenways Tree Care

and
Garden Services

. (fully insured)

Felling

Reductions :

PR Tim Moore

ump Grinding

Hedges 01258 837124
Lawn Maintenance 07968 154708
Turfing

Strimming 20 years experience

Free estimates and advice
Dewlish, Dorchester

Garden Fencing
Chippings delivered
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Community Contacts

Please let the Reporter know if
any of these details change

More information about many community organisations can be found on www.milbornestandrew.org.uk

COMMUNITY CENTRES
Dewlish Village Hall

Chairman: Andrew Barnett 07551 839296
Booking Secretary: Margaret Groves 01258 837617
Milborne St. Andrew Village Hall
Chairman: Linsey O’Neill 07798 720812
Booking Secretary: Susan Poet 07866 313999
MSA Sports & Social Club Bookings: Philip Smith 07776 561105
COUNCILS

Emma Parker 07411 149997
Clerk: Amanda Crocker
dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Chair: Chris Uden 07973 167117
Clerk: Wayne Lewin 07419 136735
Chair: Richard Macnair 07774 081551

milbornestandrew@dorset-aptc.gov.uk

Dorset Councillor
Parish Council Dewlish

Parish Council
Milborne St. Andrew

Dorset Council Services: For matters relating to roads repairs, bins,
litter, environmental health, planning, footpaths and parking,

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or call 01305 221000
Flooding: Environment Agency Floodline 03459 881188
Environmental Incident: Environment Agency Hotline 0800 80 70 60

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency

South West Highways hello@swhitd.co.uk 01404 821500
Wessex Water Sewerage Floodline 03458 505959
GENERAL — ADULT
Bellringers Robin Mears 01305 848021
Moonlight Swing Band Gillian Pink 01305 260731
M.A. Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470333
Wednesday Social Club Josie Wright 01258 839090
Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke 01929 471732

GENERAL — YOUTH

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers Denise Saunders 07483 857613

Milborne Ladybirds Samantha Mercer 07767 450967
POLICE
Police — Non-emergency contact (North Rural team) 101

Contact us | Dorset Police Online is dealt with in exactly the same way
as non-emergency 101 phone calls.

SCHOOL

Milborne First School

Head of School 01258 837362

Chair Governors: Paul Tasker

Friends of School Chair: Kelly Gale
St. Mary’s Puddletown Tim Ennion 01305 848293

SPECIAL INTEREST

Bridge Group Laurie Benn 01258 837720
Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258 837089
Dog Training Behaviour Natasja Lewis 07896 275357
Food and Wine Club Penny Pearce 07887 877016
MSA Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837661
MSA Gardening Club Dawne Pearson 07950 540235
Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793319

Petanque Penny Pearce 07887 877016
Village History Group Pam Shults 01258 837203
SPORT
Hardy Country Bowmen Mike Healy 01300342134
Circuit training Grace Martin 01305 213885
Cricket — Dewlish Elaine Kellaway 01258 837696

Karate Peter Thompson 07873 116118

wessexmartialarts@gmail.com

Move it or lose it Pippa Thurgood 07545 241291
Pilates (school) Claire Barratt 07703 648869
Football — Milborne Sports Kelvin Dormer-Woolley 07544 725855
Football — Veterans Paul David 07841 506839
Skittles — Dewlish Simon Ross 01258 837606
Tap Dancing for Adults Kevin Selby 01305 250386
Tennis Rich Hawker 07393 309037
Yoga (at Sports & Social Club)  Sue Chapman 01305 848053
Yoga (at Sports & Social Club)  Saira Francis 01258 880505
Yoga (at Village Hall) Angela Johnson 01258 839060
HEALTH

Bere Regis Surgery 01929 471268
Milborne St. Andrew Surgery 01258 880210
Milton Abbas Surgery 01258 880210
Puddletown Surgery 01305 848333
NHS for non-emergencies 111

Patient Voice Secretary Nigel Hodder 07983 013781

This
could be a

QUARTER PAGE

advert and it costs as little as

50 per issue!

Get in touch to secure ad
space for your business

msa.reporter@yahoo.co.uk
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Art at
Athelhampton

Exhibition in the East Wing Attic Gallery
House Portraits by John Lowe
9" March to 31 May 2026

House Portraits from the Bronze Age to the 21 Century
at their most resplendent. Guided tours of the gallery
by the artist every Wednesday at 12pm & Saturday at 2.30pm

o \ Wi RN 2
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Athelhampton House & Gardens, just 5 miles from Dorchester, welcomes Historic Houses
and Art Pass members, see our website for details and opening times
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